HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY DIVISION 3

Date:             Saturday June 28th 2008 

Match:          Highfield v Basingstoke

Result:          Highfield 269/9 (9 pts) lost to Basingstoke 271/5 (23 pts) by 5 wkts

Report: Throwing it all away

Although promotion hopes are over after last weeks morale sapping loss to Longparish we can still have a say in who does eventually play in County 2 next season. Our visitors are unbeaten free scoring Basingstoke, fresh from hitting Amport for 300 the previous week.

From the Longparish game we lose Umer and Greg who are replaced  by Brent and Faz. 
Basingstoke win the toss and we are somewhat surprised to be inserted on a lovely summers day. Steve and Phil open and are immediately confronted with our old foe from Rotherwick, Bowen, who starts with a wide. There is however a lot of bounce and he tries to exploit this but sends down 2 overs of utter garbage which Steve especially, exploits for 22. The other opener Vinn also concedes four boundaries all to Phil who tucks into the short stuff with glee. After 4 overs we have 44 on the board and off to a flier. Both bowlers learn though, pitching it up more and it takes us a further 12 overs to double our score. Bowen comes off after 6 overs for 33 and is replaced by Pearson who also has a nightmare start with Phil hitting another four boundaries off him. The bowler then gets his revenge as Phil is caught behind 1 short of a half century, his 49 contained 11 fours and we are 96/1. Ish comes in and soon the rate is increasing with the left/right combination at the crease. Steve brings up his 50 with his eighth four and Vinn bowls out his 12 for a wicketless 46. His last 10 overs only went for a creditable 30. Steve and Ish put on 72 in 14 overs before Ish nicks Case behind for a useful 33. Tart comes in and another useful partnership takes shape. Pearson has to come off after taking 1/54 off 8 as the rate approaches 6 an over. Coombs is the fourth bowler used but his 5 overs disappear for 37, Steve hits him for four boundaries in 1 over to advance to 88. We are 204/2 with 11 overs left but Bowens return is about to swing the game in the visitors favour. His second over accounts for Tart, 19, who gives the keeper his 3rd catch. Steve then brings up his first ton since the opening day of the 2005 season at Chawton. That day he put on 136 with Dave Slowgrove who as it turns out is hitting 49 to help Fair Oak to a win over our old friends Farehaven, but I digress. Pearson comes back on at the pavilion end and although conceding runs starts to collect wickets as well. Steve’s superb effort comes to an end as he edges to the keeper and a clatter of wickets is about to befall us. With Bowen barely conceding a run a number of batsmen fall in pursuit of quick runs. Shamas is bowled by Pearson for 14 and Assad gets a Golden off Bowen. Brent goes to Pearson for 6, giving the keeper his 5th catch and Foddy falls to Bowen for 2. Matt also goes LBW to Bowen for 3 and we are in danger of being bowled out. Gere hits 2 fours off the final over as Faz is left at the non strikers end without facing a ball. We close on 269/9 when nearer 300 looked more likely, just 61 have come off the last 10 overs.
After the previous weeks romp, Basingstoke are more than confident of chasing down the score but they have a big let off in the first over when Faz puts down Darmody off Gere. We don’t get another chance for 20 overs. Although they start slowly we get a glimpse of both batsmans powers when Dummer cracks Gere for 2 fours and then Darmody takes 16 off an over from Foddy. Apart from this blip the batsmen are content to see off Gere. They don’t have to wait too long though as the skipper pulls up injured during his eighth over. He completes the over, but will not return, which is a shame as his 8 overs have only cost 20. Assad comes on and after a wayward start, strikes with the 2nd ball of his 3rd over getting Darmody to edge behind to Phil for 29. Basingstoke are 84/1 off 21. The new batsman, Arnold looks in ominous form though scoring off virtually every ball he faces. Fod bowls out his 12 for 54 runs, not bad conceding 17 came off 1 over. Faz comes on and like the Basingstoke bowlers before him struggles to find the right length. 11 come off his 1st and 10 off his 2nd as both batsman start to play much more freely. Dummer goes after Assad and hits him out of the attack with 16 coming in 1 over. The next over from Faz goes for 15 and all of a sudden they only need 100 from 13 overs with 9 wickets left. Both bowlers are replaced with Ish and Matt coming on. Ish strikes in his second over with a catch off his own bowling to dismiss Dummer for a cracking 93, but they are 183/2 and the rate falling fast. Basingstoke then promote L.Benge up the order as he is the fastest runner they have. He is too, like a bloody whippet, none of our fielders can stop 0s turning into 1s and 1s into 2s. They put on 40 in just 5 overs before Benge is predictably run out by Ish, who had just warned him for backing up too far. The damage had been done though and Arnold takes a four off the next ball to bring up his 100. Matt is hit out of the attack after 3 overs for 28 and Ish too, gives way after 1/42 off 5. Shamas’s first over goes for 12 but his second brings us another point when he bowls the new man Leese for 6. The returning Faz then gets the centurion Arnold for 108 with Brent taking the catch. Faz finishes with 1/47 off 5 and Shamas 1/19 off 2. Assad comes back but his first ball goes for 4 and he finishes with 1/58 off 8.1. Basingstoke have reached the total with 11 balls to spare and given us an unwanted record. It is the highest score we have ever failed to defend. 
Without the option of Raja or Safir for pace, and the absence of a slow bowler, once a batsman is in it’s all too easy. 
Next week we are up against Arnold’s Hampshire under 16 team mate, record breaking Belcher (194 v Amport) for Old Basing.

