HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL 4 CENTRAL

Date:       Saturday 26th July 2008

Match:    Highfield 2s v Bramshaw 3s

Result:    Highfield 159ao (22pts) bt Bramshaw 79ao (7pts) by 80 runs

Report:   Catches win matches
For the first time in six weeks we are back at Riverside to welcome top of the table Bramshaw. Once again there are a multitude of changes from the 9 wicket win over Peartree. Ben Lees, Martin, Rich, Adam and Matt are replaced by the returning Sasi, Swaroop, Prasana, Jon and there is a Buffalo debut for Martyn Isherwood.
Confusion abounds before the game when Zia recognises two members of the opposition and says he played for them earlier in the season. It was looking like a repeat of the Harry situation against Trojans last season but luckily the pair were from a church side, not Bramshaw and at the wrong ground anyway.

With only 1 game there though, the council had only prepared one pitch and not our favoured choice either. We are offered the other pitch which was played on Thursday night but this looks awful so we choose the lesser of two evils.
Neil loses the toss and we are inserted, although we would probably have batted first anyway given the choice. Last weeks successful openers Zia and Chris open up again but this is a whole new ball game. There is no glut of wides to help them on their way and the two experienced bowlers are getting plenty out of the lively strip. Zia 1 is the first to go in the 3rd over bowled by Rogers and 3 overs later Chris falls for 4 to an excellent catch by Rogers off the skipper Curl. This brings in Ish who strokes his 2nd ball for 4 and takes 2 off the last ball. We are then becalmed while Brent and Ish spend a few overs taking stock. After conceding just 1 off his first 4 overs, Rogers is driven for a couple of 4s by Brent to get him and the board moving again. Ish is finding the gaps and gradually the tempo increases. Both the openers stay on while these two are at the crease and they finally make the breakthrough in the 16th over when Ish , 24 cuts a rising ball off Curl straight to Rogers in the gully who takes another fine catch and we are 47/3. With the departure of Ish, Rogers goes off with 1/20 off 8 and the pressure is released somewhat. Despite taking a painful blow on the elbow, Brent hits another couple of fours off the new bowlers over while Sasi gets his eye in and Curl ends his spell with 2/35 off 10. Brent is particularly severe on Holloway who is removed from the attack after 4 overs for 25. At drinks we are very handily placed at 81/3 and two batsmen going well. Sasi gets in on the act as well taking 10 from Shortos first over but after putting on 63 the pair are parted when Brent is caught off Alford for a fine 47. The loss of the skipper elect does nothing to slow the rate as Swaroop comes in and is soon despatching Shorto back over his head for the longest hit of the day. There is much joy when we are still batting at 30 overs as this is a record for us at Riverside this season! After putting together 26 the utterly predictable happens and Sasi is run out for a delightful 37. At 136/5 with 11 overs left we are all set for the final assault but a glut of wickets puts paid to any hopes of 200+. Bramshaw have dropped a number of catches but when Malc hits one in the air they make no mistake and he is gone for a single. Jon falls for his second Buffalo duck when spooning up a half volley which we were all convinced was a bump ball, but Jon walked anyway! We then lose our 3rd wicket on 148 when Swaroop is given LBW by Ish for 23. The speed with which Ishy’s finger is raised is quicker than anything else that happens today. Prasana is then bowled for a single and we have slumped to 151/9. Even the expected last wicket partnership between Ben and Neil only realises 8 runs, and in that period Neil could have been out 3 times. First he runs a suicidal single, just fails to make his ground as the stumps are hit but sensibly Ben has not moved, the ricochet enables Neil to make his ground at the other end. Then Neil goes for a big hit but is dropped at mid on, some lucky snicks through the slips make up the bulk of his 7, his highest score of the season. Finally he is probably plumb LBW and Ben finishes unbeaten on 2 in a respectable score of 159.

Neil and Ben open up and both prove hard to get away. Ben makes the breakthrough when Shorto goes for a big hit in the 7th over but the ball goes higher than longer and Prasana gleefully accepts the catch at mid off. Dangerman Rodgers is also a man in a hurry, eager to get back to the Rosebowl for some more mickey mouse evening league cricket. We later hear that Fair Oak are missing 7 players and Eastleigh 3s have to forfeit a game because of this ridiculous form of cricket, but I digress. Neil serves up a couple of half volleys (usually a good length at Riverside) that Rodgers pulverises through the covers but after some sage advice from Ish , the last ball of the over is slightly quicker and a bit wider and finds a big edge, the ball appears to have beaten Chris at slip but he plucks it out of the air for the best catch by a Buffalo this season. The third wicket falls in the next over and it’s Sasi again in the right place to take an excellent low catch off Ben. The new man is bowled shortly afterwards by Ben and Bramshaw are in trouble at 31/4. Ben comes off after taking 3/15 off 7 and Neil comes off with 1/17 off 7. Rodgers who had been scoring for a while finally gets fed up waiting for his skipper to give him a lift and takes a taxi to the Rose Bowl. Prasana and Jon come on for a spell and take up where the openers left off. Brent gradually assumes the captaincy in the field and the rate climbs even higher as Prasana concedes only 3 in his first 3 overs. The pressure pays off when Moore is LBW for 15 to Prasana then Jon gets the new man with Chris again taking a another stunning slip catch. In Prasanas next over there is a crazy run out and Jon makes it four wickets in 4 overs with Sasi nonchalantly taking a low one handed catch. Jon comes off with 2/11 off 5 and is replaced by Zia. Alford and Curl then put together a bit of a stand but Zia is barely conceding a run. Prasana profits from this when Alford goes for a big hit but only succeeds in spooning the ball over his and Swaroops head but the keeper turns swiftly to pouch the ball. This is around the third or fourth time this season we have seen this mode of dismissal. Curl manages to keep the strike for a couple of overs but the game is up, Zia bowls a big full toss to the young batsman who middles it straight to Malc (who is well used to taking wickets with full tosses!) who takes it with ease. Zia ends with 1/5 off 3.4 overs and Bramshaw are 79 all out after 31.4 overs. We have taken 7 catches and dropped nothing, a superb all round fielding effort to gain our 7th win of the season. Once again the game has been played in a superb spirit with two very friendly sides. RAM are back to winning ways taking 334 off Peartree but we aren’t too far away in third place.
Next week, away to Cadnam, with Brent in charge.

