HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:      Saturday 31st May 2008   

Match:   Highfield 2s v Cadnam 3s

Result:   Highfield 118ao (20pts) beat Cadnam 105ao by 13 runs

Report:  Never Say Die

For the first time in their short history the Buffalos have won three on the trot after a tense win over a youthful Cadnam side. Once again the star of the show was Sasi with a brilliant 48 on a wet pitch, and this was backed up with a fine all round effort in the field.

From last weeks win over Eastleigh, Greg and Prasad are replaced by Malcolm and debutant Rich Watts.

For the first time this season Neil lost the toss, and not surprisingly was asked to bat. Only 2 days ago half the pitch was under water and there still remained quite a few puddles on the main pitch. We decide to swop pitches with the Highfield Church side who seem highly delighted to move as the wicket there was awful the last time they played on it.

It is a relief then, when after a few overs it is apparent that the strip does not have the venom of our game against Peartree. The opener Pilton bowls very tidily but his partner Batchelor bowls a bit fuller and Swaroop gets us going with a couple of twos. Swaroop then hits two sixes (one of which is lodged in a tree for 5 minutes) and a four off the fifth over as we race to 27. Harry, too gets going with a four off Pilton and everything looks rosy in the garden. Disaster then strikes when Swaroop hits the ball to long on and sets off for a comfortable two. Harry however only runs one and when the ball is returned to the other end compounds the error by not stepping out of his crease to let Swaroop who is on 21 remain in. It is the catalyst for a fall of wickets that was totally unnecessary. Harry hits a 2 and a four but is bowled in the next over for 15. Tim, Rich and Malcolm all go for ducks in quick succession and after hitting a four Ben goes for another and is bowled for 5. We have slumped from 32/0 to 57/6 in 6 overs with only Sasi standing firm and crying out for someone just to stay at the crease. Pilton is going for only around 1 an over but we get some respite as new bowler Bennett goes for 21 in 2 overs with Sasi hitting him for 3 boundaries. Matt is doing a great job for the team just by playing out maidens to Pilton who finishes his 12 overs with 3/19 and letting Sasi go after the bowling at the other end. The new bowler Hardy is getting some stick as the partnership passes 40 and at drinks we are handily placed with 94 on the board, shame about the six wickets. After playing so patiently for 10 overs, Matt is bowled by Hardy for 9 and we are 103/7. With wickets running out Sasi has to get on with it and launches a huge six off the youngster. This takes him to 48 and within sight of 50s in consecutive weeks. It is his last play of the day though as he is adjudged LBW the next ball. It has been a superb knock though, even better than his 50 last week. We are 111/8 and the end is nigh. Piltons replacement, Petley gets Prasana 1 with his second ball and Neil 2* and Ben 4 can only add 5 for the last wicket. The two openers are not disheartened though as Ben is out to a rearing ball which at least shows there is something in the pitch still.

With a reasonably low score to chase, Cadnam appear in no hurry until the 6th over when Neil is hit for 4 and 6. This over proves to be the exception though with very little getting off the square, Neil comes off after 5 overs for 12 and in Bens next over we make the breakthrough when the more expansive Elliot hits the ball to Prasana at wide mid off who takes a fine catch. In Prasanas second over we get one of the more unusual dismissals you’re ever likely to see. Prasana bowls a short ball which the number 3 steps back and pulls out to deep mid wicket. Two fielders chase the ball and when they turn to throw it back in see the batsman walking off. While stepping back to hit the ball he has got too close to the stumps and demolished them with his back lift. 33/2 soon becomes 34/4 as Ben bowls a double wicket maiden. First he gets the skipper with a lifting ball which Prasana pouches at second slip and then clean bowls the new man. Batchelor is proving a problem though hitting anything loose for 4 and takes Prasana for 10 in 1 over. Ben comes off after taking an excellent 3/10 in 9 overs and is replaced by Neil. Prasana then picks up an LBW and Cadnam are 49/5 in the 17th over. Neil is getting a lot more out of  the wicket with his change of end and a run of maidens slow the scoring. Prasana comes off after taking 2/37 off 6, and like Ben is unlucky not to have another wicket due to dropped catches. He is replaced by Matt who starts a lot better than he finished last week. Although not scoring quickly, Cadnam keep above the rate so if they keep wickets in hand look favourites to win. Finally the decisive breakthrough comes when the obdurate Batchelor is bowled by Neil for 26, 77/6. Matt then gets his first wicket with an LBW as the batsman walks right in front of his stumps, 83/7.  Neil had Tim stationed close in on the off side from the very first over and after 28 overs he finally gets a ball hit at him which he gratefully catches to give Neil his second wicket. Neil finishes with 2/18 and 8 maidens off his 12 and is replaced by Ben, who starts as he finished with yet another maiden. Once again the outfielders are doing a marvellous job, throwing themselves at the ball and turning 2s into 1s. With a close ringed field the batsman have to play a big shot to score runs and this brings us the next wicket when the batsman goes for it and gets a faint nick through to Swaroop who dances down the wicket in delight. Cadnam are 90/9 still needing an improbable 29 for victory but advance the score slowly but surely to pass the 100. We then look to have won it when the ball is chopped onto the floor, bounces up and hits the wicket but the bail remains firm. Matt gets his man eventually though and his third wicket when he bowls him for 2 and we have won by just 13 runs. Matt has taken 3/25 from his 6.2 overs and Ben has the figures of the day with 3/14 and 6 maidens off his 11 overs. The bowling has been superbly backed up by the fielding and has more than helped the 3 successive victories.

Once again the game has been played in an excellent spirit and the opposition has some very nice things to say about our side, which are very well received. Over at the Sports Centre RAM have topped 400 again and are still to drop a single point. We are up to third and next week visit new boys Southampton Dynamo at the Sports Centre. 

