HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:     Saturday 14th June 2008  
Match:  Highfield 2s v Compton & Chandlers Ford 4s

Result:  Highfield 96ao (3pts) lost to Compton & Ch Ford 97/3 (22pts) by 7 wkts

Report:  Quack, Quack, Quack etc

After a relatively calm season with a minimum of weekly changes we suddenly have 2007 re-visited. From last weeks win over Southampton Dynamo we lose the keeper Ian and all five bowlers. Jon and Ben are unavailable,  Umer is off to the firsts (where he takes 5 wickets) Prasana is ill, and worst of all after just one sterling performance Amba has broken his ankle and is out for the rest of the season. These six are replaced by Rich Watts, Rob Brodie, Prasad, Matt, Malcolm and Martin Young.

Neil wins the toss and is completely undecided on what to do with a defecit of bowlers and batsmen. He gambles by deciding to bat and very early on we are in trouble. The two opening bowlers are the best we have faced since the opening day and both strike in their second overs. Prasad (1) is first to go bowled by a very full ball and then Swaroop (7) falls in very similar fashion. Sasi comes in and the boundaries start to flow with 3 coming in one over but a fair number of balls are beating the bat. Rich falls soon after for the days first duck and Sasi smashes 3 more fours before disaster strikes. Sasi (26) falls for the same trick as the two openers and we are 42/4 off 11. With no addition to the score we see another bizarre dismissal when Rob is struck a nasty blow on the inside leg, is temporarily paralysed and falls out of his crease allowing the keeper to stump him for a duck. A period of consolidation then follows when we go 40 balls without a run off the bat. Both the bowlers are taken off and this breaks the shackles when Tim gets us going with a boundary. Ben Lees then goes without scoring and we are 49/6 off 16 overs. With a real chance of getting skittled for 60 odd, Malc and Tim start to put together a decent partnership. First they both get settled then gradually start to play a few shots as the field creep in. For 13 overs they block and bash and take us near to the hundred before the innings folds in a rush. After reaching a superb 22, Malc is given LBW and is followed in the same over by Matt who fails to trouble the scorers. Tim, who has shown more application than everyone today top scores with 29 but is caught close in and Neil follows next ball for a golden. Martin is left stranded without facing a ball so six batsmen have failed to score and 1 other has a single. Compton have only given us 11 extras and our score of 96 looks quite a bit short.
Batting still doesn’t look easy after the break and both Matt and Neil regularly beat the bat without success. We really need early wickets to be in with a chance but it takes until the 12th over until the opener drills a ball from Neil straight at Sasi who takes a marvellous catch. The new batsman crashes a couple of fours and then gets a worm burner from Matt and suddenly we are in with a shout. We are not having the luck though as a couple of catches go down off Neil and when we do get a nick behind the wind is so strong neither Neil nor the umpire hears it. The batsman looks a little guilty though! Matt 1/42 and Neil 1/24 bowl out their 12 overs and are replaced by Malc and Rob. Malc with his guile and Rob with his pace and bounce make life difficult for the batsmen but there are too few runs to play with. Malc does get a wicket though at the death but after 32 overs of battling the game is up when Rob bowls successive no balls. A great battling effort in the field again but only once this season have we batted more than 33 overs and runs remain a problem.
