HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:        Saturday 24th May 2008  

Match:     Eastleigh & Otterbourne III v Highfield II

Result:     Highfield 204/9 (24pts) bt Eastleigh & Otterbourne 186ao(10pts) by 18runs

Report:    Iron Maidens gonna get you
For the second week running the Buffalos enjoyed the better of a close encounter, with a thrilling win over Eastleigh and Otterbourne at Hunters Park, Twyford. Last weeks star and the Buffalos best player Raja earned a call up to the firsts, and Malcolm, Martin and Prem (happily recovered after getting hit on the head last week) stood down. Matt and Prasad were back after the RAM mauling, Greg kindly dropped down from the firsts to help our batting and there was a Saturday debut for Anandraj Sasidharan, hereafter known as Sasi.

For the first time this season Neil lost the toss but got the outcome he wanted when we were asked to bat. Things didn’t look too clever though five overs in when Swaroop 2 and Prasad 1 were both back in the hutch having been bowled. Greg and Harry set about building a base and it soon became apparent that extras were going to have a big say in proceedings. Procter bowled a superb opening spell, taking 1-9 off 6 overs and was complimented by Huns who snared the wicket of Greg 19 just as the scoring rate was starting to increase. Shortly after, Harry also fell for 11 and we were 56/4 after 17 overs. This brought Sasi and Tim to the middle and they embarked on what would be the biggest partnership of the game. The introduction of Jenny Wilson gave us the impetus, as first, Tim hits her for four and then Sasi, a big six. She also chucks in a couple of wides and is taken off after going for 19 in two overs. This has given both batsmen a start though and we start to score at 6 or more an over. The extras are rattling up as well going along nicely at 1 an over enabling the two batsmen to rotate the strike. Atterbury bowls four overs for 37 as Sasi becomes the dominant partner and reaches his 50 on debut. The skipper is forced to bring himself on and this dries up the runs, especially when he bowls Sasi for an excellent 53. We are in a great position though at 140/5 after 29 overs. Sasi and Tim have added 84 for the 5th wicket. With the breakthrough, the opener Procter returns but Ben Lees smashes him for four and we also get 4 wides to keep the board rolling. The skipper tries 1 other bowler but that doesn’t work so he swaps ends and brings back his daughter from the other. The trick pays off immediately as she looks a totally different bowler and gets Ben LBW for 14 in her second over. Some of the batsmen waiting to go in think this is hilarious as Ben has become the first Highfield player to be dismissed by two different women. Tim then plays a superb clip off his legs for four to reach 26 but then succumbs to a catch to give Jenny her 2nd wicket. Overs are running out as well as wickets as we try to get close to 200. Prasana hits some lusty blows as he and Matt run well between the wickets to take us to 185 but with 4 overs left disaster strikes. First Jenny has Matt caught for 4 and then Prasana is clean bowled next ball for a useful 12. Her figures of 0/22 have become 4/30 and just Neil’s wicket to complete the hat trick. Somehow Neil survives (just) the next three balls and the last pair have 3 overs to play with. Ben Schwarz then plays a sumptious cover drive for four to get him going and the runs start to flow again. The field is well spread enabling the strike to rotate and Ben makes the most of it with a career best 16, Neil chips in with 2 as we finish on 204/9. The total has been helped along with 44 extras to give us maximum batting points. Jenny has been the pick of the bowling with 4/37 and will surely add to these scalps this season.

With Raja gone we are a little light on bowling firepower so Neil opens with himself and Ben Schwarz, who is the clubs leading wicket taker this season. Not content with her 4 wickets, Jenny also opens the batting. Both bowlers keep it tight as the scoring ticks along at 3 an over. It is 12 overs before we make the breakthrough when Neil has Price LBW for 19. Ben comes off after 6 overs for 22 as E&O are 37/1. Matt comes on for Ben and struggles with wides as the new batsman comes out swinging. It is a bit of a mixed bag from Matt who could easily have had a couple of wickets but he is taken off after 3 overs for 24. Prasana comes on for Matt and batting looks a different prospect with the slow bowler wheeling away. Neil bowls out his 12 with 1/36 but E&O are very well placed at 99/1. We then make the breakthrough with a slice of luck. Prasana bowls to Jenny who goes down the track, misses the ball which hits Swaroops gloves, bounces on the floor and hits the stumps while she is out of her ground. She has made an excellent 36 and put Eastleigh in the box seat. With slow bowling being the order of the day, Neil throws Greg the ball who is immediately carted for four. He then chucks in a high full toss which the batsman hits straight to Neil at mid on. Prasanas next over sees another two wickets with some beautiful flight being rewarded with two clean bowled. The number 3 Smith is still in though, and hits Greg high over cow for 6. When he tries to repeat the shot off Prasana in the next over though he misses and is bowled and the game appears up. Greg then takes the 7th wicket with Ben Schwarz taking the catch as the batsman can’t get ready quickly enough. The eight wicket falls in Prasanas next over to give him his maiden 5 wicket haul with Sasi taking the catch. Seven wickets have fallen for 26 runs in just 7 overs and E&O are in big trouble at 125/8. Greg comes off after taking 2/14 off 3 overs and is replaced by Ben Lees. Ben bowls an excellent first over for just 3 but it is his second over that fires up the game again. The lower order batsmen start to chance their arm and 20 come off the over. Suddenly 48 are needed off 8 and the fielding has to sharpen up. Ben S comes on for Ben L and gets the wicket we need with Huns clean bowled for 16. E&O have a scent of victory though and with Procter at the wicket still have a chance. The fielders respond magnificently though, not giving away any free runs and backing up each others throws. Prasana comes off  after 10 overs with the excellent figures of 5/40 and is replaced by Greg. We manage to get the rate up a bit when Ben goes for just 4 and Greg for just 3, and there is also an excellent shout for a run out. Before we have time to dwell on that, Ben takes the final wicket with Harry stretching to take the catch above his head. Ben finishes with 2/36 from 8.3 overs. Sasi and Prasana take the honours today but the fielding, which has seen such a massive improvement since the RAM game is equally responsible for a maximum point win. 

Next Week; Home to Cadnam

