BORDER EVENING CRICKET LEAGUE DIV 1

Date:    Tuesday 13th May 2008      

Match:  East Tytherley v Highfield

Result:  Highfield 150/3 (19 pts ) bt East Tytherley  105/8 ( 5 pts ) by 45 runs

Report:  Go Wild in the country

A superb exhibition of clean hitting from Martin Wild helped Highfield to finally beat their bogey team for the first time in three years. Tytherley have had the wood over us since May 2005, depriving us of a league title in 2006, knocking us out of cups and a few beatings indoors for good measure.
Tart has stepped down as skipper after taking us to Division 1, and more impressively keeping us there against all the odds. Brent is the new man in charge and has picked a strong looking side for the long trip into the wilds. We should have started last week but the game against Greg’s Embley Park was waterlogged off.
Brent wins the toss and if the last game here is anything to go by, just over a 100 will be competitive. Oli starts well as usual but is caught for 9 before he really gets going. Tart is struggling to time the ball though with both openers keeping it tight and after 7 overs we only have 25 on the board. The game suddenly changes in the 8th over when Martin bursts into life. Windsor has only conceded 9 off his first 3 overs when Martin hits a couple of twos, his first six and then a single, Tart hits the last ball for 4 and a no ball give us 16 off the over. Merrick comes off after 4 excellent overs for 10 and is surprisingly not seen again. Pearce comes on and after a crunching 4 is hit twice back over his head into the far field. A wide stops the carnage but on resuming bowling straight is hit for two more maximums to give us 44 off 2 overs. Smith slows the rate with just 5 but Tart is finding a bit more fluency and giving Martin as much strike as possible. New bowler Peace is worked away by Tart to leave Martin to hit a six and a four and bring his 50 up off just 22 balls. After a good first over, Smith is pummelled in his 2nd with Martin hitting another 2 maximums and a four to bring up the 100 in the 12th over. Peace stays on but goes for another 11 including Martins 9th six. Finally, some respite for Tytherley, in the 14th over which only goes for 2 and the wicket of Tart, bowled by Kersey for 22. The pair had put on 98 in just 10 overs. Peace is given another over and this one goes for double figures as well with both Martin and Faz hitting boundaries. Martin gets his 10th and final six in Kerseys next over to get into the nineties and looks sure to reach his first ton for the club. His fantastic innings finally comes to an end in the penultimate over being caught going for another big hit, he has scored 91 off just 38 balls and was only two big shots away from equalling the club record fastest century of 40 balls by Ajay Sainis. Faz 10* and Phil 2* see us to 150/3 off 18 overs and a pretty large total to defend.
Tytherley have some big hitters in their side, especially Will Edwards who has caused us all sorts of problems in the last few years. Gere starts off with only 2 from his first over and more surprisingly Neil goes for just 3 and a sharp chance dropped behind, his last over on Saturday saw 4 maximums sail over the boundary. The first big hit comes in the next over when Gere is plonked over the line for 6. Neil is then smashed for four by the same man but in trying to pull the ball he can only knock it into the air where Brent takes a routine catch. Gere comes off after 3 tight overs for 14 and is replaced by Ish. The last time Ish bowled in the Evening league he took 6 wickets and once again he wastes no time making inroads into the batting. In his first two overs he takes three wickets, the first two caught by Brent, one spectacularly. The prized wicket of Edwards is caught by Martin as Tytherley slump to 49/4 off 10. Neil then picks up an LBW and finishes with 2/32 off 5 overs. Martin comes on for Ish and Faz for Neil but the rate is soaring. Martin concedes just 9 off 2 and despite a bit of stick, Faz breaks the partnership clean bowling Peace for 21. Debutants Matt Cutler and Ben Schwarz finish off the proceedings with an over each. Along with Neil, Matt was one of the bowlers to suffer at the weekend but his fortunes are about to change. After a couple of dot balls he is cut down to the boundary where the ball lobs into Geres hands. The next ball is smashed out to the boundary but never leaves the square as Brent takes his fourth and best catch of the night. Leading catcher of the last couple of years, Tart can only watch from his lonely position sweeping on the boundary. Matt finishes with 2/2 and another tight over, this time from Ben goes for just 4 and denies Tytherley another batting point. The innings closes on 105/8 and mainly thanks to Martin a great start to the season.
