Highfield v East Tytherley –

Never Give In : Never Surrender (or another shaggy dog story)
We are already somewhat depleted (5 players unavailable) in our game against unbeaten top of the table East Tytherley when things take a further bizarre twist. In what must be unique; even for Highfield, Gere receives a phone call and with it the late withdrawal of wicketkeeper Brent, he reports that “my dog’s been stolen”. Some quick phone calls later and Tarty has the gloves and Shamas’ brother – Zakta is drafted in.(Thanks for that).

Once again Hardmoor is looking a picture and the wicket looks a belter. With only just over half the team at he ground Gere luckily wins the toss and has no choice but to bat. With Steve T & Phil C both absent our 4th opening partnership in 6 games takes the field; Matt Ashe is promoted and Umer returns for his first County 3 game of the season. With a hard wicket the ET openers are getting some lift & movement from the track and scoring is not easy. (ET have won all their games this season by bowling the opposition out cheaply and they haven’t had to chase anything over 141). To give you an indication of how they were bowling they had a short leg instead of a slip up till the 11thover when Matt departed, after stroking some nice cover drives to the boundary (more of that to come I’m sure), by snicking a lifter to the keeper. The score then was 41-3 (Umer and Chris going cheaply), bringing Greg out to join Shamas. One thing to note – it wasn’t until the 16thover and the arrival of a slow change bowler that any of our batsmen decided the sightscreen needed moving – about 10 yards!!!!

With things moving along nicely 88-3 off 21ov the first of the wonder catches occurred. Greg’s eyes lit up when he saw a long hop and proceeded to belt it for all he was worth (which we all know is quite a lot). However their skipper was at short mid-wicket and unlike every other sane person in the world he didn’t duck but stuck up a hand and preceded to parry the ball, which he then caught lying on his back as it came back to earth. What happened in the next 6overs was a throwback to Highfield batting of yore; 88-3 became 103-7. Apart from the 2nd wonder catch to dismiss Raj for a duck; Raj hit a screamer through extra-cover but their opening bowler dived full length and somehow plucked the speeding bullet out of the air and clung on when he landed – pretty special.

It was at this point that we began to understand how ET have won all their games – good fielding, tight, parsimonious bowling (nothing that exceptional though) and let the batsmen get themselves out. But they had not counted on the famous Highfield tail. Foddy & Gere played the change bowlers and then when the openers both came back with consummate skill and made it look easy. Neither tried to pull the ball – apart from a steepling 6 from Foddy when he ‘helped’ a bouncer on its way, nearly to the M27. As this impressive 8th wicket partnership grew ET fielding and general play started to fall apart – dropped catches, overthrows, poor throws and at one point 2 fielders didn’t even try to take a big skier – they just stood, watched & let it bounce safely. It was in the 40thover and with the score on 151 that Foddy finally fell, unluckily playing on (he had been dropped the previous ball – tricky things these Cricketing Gods). After an all too brief stay by Zakta, Assad joined Gere and with Gere’s advice of “you don’t have to hit everything for 6 from the start – play yourself in” still resounding in his ears Assad tried to hit his 1st ball for 6; all he managed to do was put a gentle dolly to mid-off; he dropped it. And didn’t Assad & Gere make them pay for that. Assad came to the wicket at the end of the 40thover with the score on 153. When he was out in the last over they had put on 38 and we finished on an unlikely 191. 

60 or 70 more than this writer thought we were going to get and maybe 50 short of a par score on that track.

There had been a small fracas when Faz was out – his “did I say that out loud” comment to the catcher was not all together appreciated. At tea we had the unusual situation of Chris & Fod extolling the virtue of ‘tuning the other cheek’ & ‘knowing when to leave it” and “using subtlety” – But more of that later……..

ET got off to a steady start and when Raj cleaned up their opener with a beautiful Yorker Highfield were on their way; 13-1. This was a couple of balls after a very strong LBW appeal was turned down after Assad had hit same opener on his back foot, in what every Highfield player thought was right in front of middle stump. And no – it wasn’t Ian, it was their umpire. More of that later……….

Harris had joined the opener Smith and during the 15th – 17thovers changed the way of things; they suddenly took a liking to Foddy & Gere and went from 45 to 74. Gere got some revenge a couple of overs later when a good catch by Zakta got rid of Harris. This brought Drake to the crease; rapidly followed by many “Hey Mate, you’ve forgotten your gloves” but only to be told by the non-striker “that’s OK he never wears gloves. Its traditional” Much in the same way smashing your hand with a hammer is traditional I guess. That said his unorthodox batting style – keeping his fingers away from trouble and clubbing anything off line – was paying dividends. 

We now come to the second controversial moment of the game when Drake was given not out returning for a 2nd run. Most people on the pitch thought he clearly had not made his ground and in fact “out by miles” was mentioned once or twice. However the only person who mattered – their umpire – said “Not Out”. This sparked a small conversation primarily between Foddy & the Umpire. The game continued but, let’s just say, this incident was not forgotten straight away and leave it at that.

ET were cruising to victory at 145-2 off 29overs when Gere turned to Matt & Umer. Whether it was the ET batsmen getting nervous as the target approached or excellent and accurate bowling (I’ll go with the latter) but the brakes were well and truly applied. Umer bowled 4overs for 4 runs and Matt 7 runs off 5overs. In another piece of Cricket Karma this week Foddy dropped a skier off Matt’s bowling. Then in an inspired piece of captaincy Gere took Umer off and brought back the limping Raj and his over led to 16runs being scored taking the total to 164-2 off 34overs. 

You’re thinking about Gere’s brilliance bit……….aren’t you? 

Its things like this that make Captains reputations. Gere knew that Umer would not like being removed and so when he brought him back after Raj’s unfortunate over he knew that Umer was about to take 4wkts in 2overs including Smith for a well played & crucial 88. Most were bowled but he needed Zakta’s help on one when he took another good catch, pocketing a swirling skier. Suddenly ET were 172-6 and things were not looking quite so good (and yet another ET batsman choosing of his own free will to bat without gloves – breed ‘em funny up there, they do). This brought the opening bowler Peace to the wicket – wearing gloves – unfortunately Tarty couldn’t hold on to a snick and Peace survived and went on to score a key 15runs. Umer got another wicket but with ET only needing 3runs for victory and 5overs to get them in the game was up. Highfield had almost turned a lost cause into an unlikely victory. They did turn a humdrum game into something very exciting to watch and play-in.

Umer finished with figures of 8.4ov 3mdns 5 for 19 & Matt 6ov 1mdn 0 for16

NEXT WEEK : 

Trip to Longparish who have an almost identical record to ours

PS

For those interested “Henry” had not in fact been stolen but was holidaying with a very nice family for the day in the next street and is now back in the bosom of his loving Brent.

