HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:       Saturday July 5th 2008  

Match:    Langley Manor III v Highfield II

Result:    Highfield 185ao (20pts) bt Langley Manor 96/4 (7pts) by 19 runs (rain) 

Report: Here comes the rain

Another superb team effort from the Buffalos in the driving rain brings up a fifth win of the campaign, against a youthful Langley Manor side.
From the defeat to Compton 3 weeks ago we were missing Prasad, Rich and Malc who were replaced by the well again Prasana, back from University Adam and a debuting Zia.

With bad weather expected later in the afternoon Langley called correctly and stuck us in to bat. After 3 overs we were in a spot of bother with Swaroop clean bowled and Tim crazily run out by a direct hit, both falling for ducks. Sasi started in normal fashion with a boundary and gradually the extras started to come as well. Some of the wides were very wide and Sasi perished when trying to reach one and only succeeded in snicking to the keeper for 11, his lowest score of the season. It was round about this time when Martin and Adam turned up after going to Langleys ground first! After batting at 8 or lower all season and being stranded a couple of times Prasana was the surprise choice at number 5 to attempt to re-build the innings with Zia. With a steady supply of wides and no balls the pair add good running and some crunching boundaries. Zia hits a massive six over mid wicket and Prasana gets a maximum that just misses the scorers. 56 is added in 10 overs before Prasana falls to a catch behind for an excellent 31. Martin is sent in to hold up an end and use up some overs while Zia continues to push his score along. The two batsmen seem in little trouble and add 27 to the score. After 21 overs of seam Langley turn to spin and it pays immediate dividends when Zia is bowled for an excellent 41. In his next over, Locke picks up Ben for 5 and we are 127/6. The new bowler Harris, at the other end also takes wickets in consecutive overs with Brodie falling for 2 and Martin for 11, his highest score for the club. Martin has done the job his team needed, he has batted for an hour and helped add 40 runs. The collapse continued though as Adam is LBW for 4 and we have slumped from 119/4 to 139/9 and there are still 10 overs left. Matt and Neil start well and take 7 off the first over. This leads to the opener Harvey coming back but he suffers a nightmare. Constantly overstepping his rhythm goes completely and Matt starts to unleash some powerful drives. Another bonus point is reached with the 150 and even Neil picks up the odd run. Matt is almost caught but it is another no ball and the score rockets along to 175 and another point. Nine runs come off the 39th over but when the score reaches 185 Matt plays a full toss on to his stumps and has gone for a career best 28. Neil finishes unbeaten on 6 and the pair have added 46 for the last wicket, just 6 runs short of the club record set in 1994 by Gere and Neil.
With the sky filling in and the wind getting ever stronger it looked like the result would be decided by run rate. Opening the batting was Morrison, who scored a hundred against us last year in the same game that Gibbo got his massive hundred. Predictably his first ball faced is tucked off his legs for four even though Neil and Tim are both behind square. He also cuts Matt for four  and Langley are off to a good start. While Neil is walking back to fine leg after bowling a maiden Swaroop moves Sasi over to cover point and 2 balls later Morrison cuts straight to him for 12! Neil then has Harris dropped before Matt bowls Allpress for 2. Neil comes off after 5 overs for 12 and is replaced by Prasana, who has to run uphill into the wind. Spots of rain start to appear and to get a game in we need 20 overs and Langley need around 90. Langley need around 6 an over and new man P.Harris looks to get them with a couple of hard hit fours. Matt has settled down and is only going for a couple an over which gives Prasana a bit more leeway. His second over only goes for 3 but four of the balls are thumped straight at Tim who wears a few for the team. The outfield has slowed down and Harris is not the quickest between the wickets, many balls are chased down and with Sasi on the long boundary and Adam straight, the rate starts to climb. The signs look ominous though as Langley climb to 61/2 when S.Harris tries to pull Prasana and scoops the ball in the air where Swaroop gleefully takes the catch. Only four runs are added when Matt gets his 3rd wicket when the other Harris is bowled for 19. The rain gets ever harder as we pass the 20 over mark with Langley on 71/4 and two new batsmen at the crease. Once again the fielding has been excellent, throws are being backed up and even with a crippled Ben and Neil the batsmen can’t get up with the rate. The two youngsters at the crease play some lovely shots but the conditions are worsening. Matt finishes his 12 overs with 3/36 to cap a fine all round day and is replaced by Brodie. Rob only gets to bowl 1 over though but looks like he would have been a real handful, his natural length means the ball is bouncing about chest height to the nippers. We never get to see this contest develop though, or the other 3 bowlers turn their arms over as the driving rain gets too much. Langley are about 19 runs short and a good contest ruined. A vital win for us though with the RAM rematch next week.
