HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:      Saturday 16th August 2008-08-19

Match:   North Baddesley 2s v Highfield 2s

Result:   Highfield 179-9 (23pts) bt North Baddesley 96ao (6pts) by 83 runs

Report:  James Blunt has left the building
Another fine all round batting display and a lethal 5 wicket blast from Raja guarantees a top 3 finish for the Buffalos and a great chance of promotion. It’s nine wins out of ten now as the RAM debacle fades into memory.

After last weeks complete washout (which unfortunately saw the RAM v Bramshaw tie called off for the second time) it was a much changed team that pitched up for trip to Doncaster farm. Out from the record breaking win at Cadnam went Isherwood, Colmer, Scott, Lilly, Sasi and Prasana to be replaced by Zia, Ben Lees, Raja, Neil and two new boys, Avinash and Sudhakar. Also missing are the fine heads of hair previously sported by Matt and Ben Schwarz. Scurrilous rumours suggest one was losing his hair and had no choice and the other was fed up with being compared to James Blunt!
With gloomy skies above and a none too promising forecast it was no surprise when we were asked to bat. With Neil still on his way back from Devon, Brent opted to open with Zia and Tim. Both batsmen failed to score though and only a wide on the board to our credit. Ben Lees and Brent set about some restoration and it was this sight that met Neil on his arrival in the 9th over after a painful 4 hour journey back from his hols. Batting sure didn’t look easy though and even when the ring was pierced the damp uncut outfield held the ball back for the fielders to chase down. With the score on 29 we lost our 3rd wicket when Brent (14) attempted a cut and feathered the ball through to the keeper. His immediate assessment of the pitch was three figures would be enough, very astute. New boy Sudhakar came out to join Ben as the young Baddesley skipper finished his first spell with 1/10 off his 6 overs. As per usual this season a healthy dose of extras kept the scoreboard ticking over. The new bowler Goozee, a wily old hand just puts the ball on the spot and is difficult to put away without taking a risk. The other opener Fielder comes off with 2/31 and is replaced by a 10 year old J.Pearson. The youngster has a nice run up and delivery  but is a little inconsistent which Ben and Sudhakar thrive on. While only 4 runs come off 4 overs at the other end we take 9 an over of the lad. Ben goes to the well once too often but his 21 is invaluable. The wicket earns Pearson another over but he goes for 3 boundaries, 2 of them full tosses hammered away by Avinash. At the drinks break we are handily placed at 76/3. A more than useful 46 is added for the 5th wicket before Avinash is unluckily LBW for 23. The ball has nicked his bat on the way through but the wind is so strong the umpire hasn’t heard it. Raja comes out for his first knock in Buffalo colours since winning the game against Peartree in early May and looks a much better player for his spell in the first team. His running between the wickets gets the score moving and he hits a few boundaries for good measure. He hits a rapid 19 before the returning Williams bowls him with an excellent slower ball. Sudhakar takes his score to 53, an excellent effort on debut but departs in the quest for quick runs. We are 146/7 with overs running out but Amba and Matt take us up to 160 before Amba gets given LBW for 1. Matt hits a quickfire 12 but is out on 171 and it is left to Ben 2 and Neil 4 to earn us another bonus point, closing on 179/9. We have scored over 100 off the last 21 overs, an excellent effort on a damp pitch. Williams has 3/29 from his 12 but Goozee has been the pick of the bowling only bowling 9 overs though and taking 2/14.
Although languishing in the basement, Baddesley do possess a match winner in their skipper Williams. Although not old enough to bowl more than 6 an overs at a time he has well over 500 runs for the season which includes a 143 against Cadnam. On this occasion he holds himself back though hoping to take advantage of the change bowling. To this end Raja is held back and Amba and Ben open the bowling against former team mate Rob Watts. Baddesley get off to a decent start, mainly thanks to some wides that are borderline at best, Amba is warming up nicely with a gale at his back and Ben is running not only into the wind but also uphill. It is Ben though who makes the breakthrough in his 3rd over, bowling M.Goozee for 10. There are a number of close shaves for the batsmen before Amba gets in on the act. Despite having two captains on the pitch, Amba takes matters into his own hands and moves Raja close in on the off side, Brent and Neil give each other a funny look and watch in awe as the very next ball is hit by Rob straight to Raja who poaches the catch, 27/2. Ben comes off after taking 1/15 off 6 overs and is replaced by Matt. Only 7 runs come off 7 overs and the pressure pays off. I.Goozee goes for a huge hit off Amba but the ball sails high and not very far, Matt calls for it and takes an excellent catch as the batsman falls for 7. With the score 36/3 off 16 the dangerman finally gets to the crease, just as Raja is warming up. Amba comes off after 9 superb overs with 2/16. Williams gets going with some aggressive shots but another wicket is just round the corner, literally. Kumar tries to pull Matt but lobs the ball round to Neil at fine leg who takes a simple catch. Williams then gets a taste of Raja and quickly realises he will have to target the other bowlers if he wants to get anywhere near the target. Matt is launched for a big 6 but gets his revenge next ball when Williams plays all round a slow one and is bowled for 12. The new man doesn’t muck about either and hits another 2 sixes off the over. Matt has done the job though and comes off with 2/37 off 7. Raja then picks up his first wicket with the batsman too late on the shot and offers up a catch at square leg to Sudhakar. Zia comes on for Matt and gets more swing than anyone but suffers with wides being called. The six hitting Chambers is no match for Raja who splatters his stumps for 16. The ten year old Pearson looks a decent bat though and anything straight is manfully defended. The end of the game comes in a quick and bizarre fashion. Raja clean bowls batsmen with consecutive deliveries and the hat trick ball hits the last man flush on his boot. The whole team appeals for leg before and the umpire raises his finger, great celebrations ensue before everyone realises that the umpire was signalling that the ball would have missed leg stump! Even the batsman thought he was out. He is next ball though as he is beaten for pace and snicks behind for Brent to pouch it. Zia has 0/14 off 3 and Raja 5/8 off 6.4 overs, the best return by a Buffalo this season and a fiery spell of bowling. Baddesley have subsided to 96 all out in 31.4 overs.
So another fine win with the bowlers once again backed up by a tight fielding display. Just one game to go now, Trojans at Riverside.

