County Division 3

19th July

Romsey Sports Ground

Highfield 222-7 beat OTs and Romsey II 151 All Out by 71 runs

Saturday saw us take the short trip to Romsey, which for some is actually closer than a home game and resulted, would you believe, in a rare victory over OTs. I imagine Campone Corner will deal with the statistical ramifications but as far as I am concerned its only the 3rd time I have been on a winning side against them in around 16 years of trying. The other victories being a Des Kenway-inspired evening league triumph and a more recent Border League win over their midweek second string. 

Out from last week’s demolition of Petersfield were Safi (who received a write up in the Echo for his efforts) and Brent (starring for the Buffs) to be replaced by Greg and the (fairly) fit again Gere. 
The OTs side was stacked with Southern League experience and featured a number of our old foes from the Soton Evening League, however they are an ageing side and we definitely fancied our chances at the outset. 

Gere lost the toss and most of us were delighted to be informed that we were batting, on a wicket that had been covered and looked pretty firm. After an absence of a few weeks, the (most) regular opening partnership of 2008 Steve and Phil were reunited. Phil, we later learnt, was celebrating his birthday and received a number of presents from the Romsey players, including 2 dropped catches and a fluffed stumping. 
Steve and particularly Phil got us off to a steady start against the seam of Mankayi and the brisk off breaks from Smith. After just 9 overs though OTs introduced Nick Wood the first of 3 spinners who would bowl virtually all the remaining overs. By this time we had moved comfortably on to 37-0 and the platform was beginning to be laid for a healthy score. 

Mankayi was taken off after 7 overs for 19 and thereafter it was spin all the way. Our cup final nemeses Wyatt replaced him and served up a mixture of cleverly flighted slow deliveries, slightly over-pitched slow deliveries and the odd one wung down as quickly as possible. He had significantly less success than in the cup final (2 wickets in his first 4 balls) and when he was taken off after 7 overs had gone for 40. 

At the drinks interval we were well placed at 89 for 0, with Phil having completed a half-century, in what is becoming a vintage season for him. Steve was first to perish, for 40, LBW to Caldicott. Thus completing a partnership of 104, our first century opening stand of the season. 
Ish came in at 3 and immediately took to the OTs spinners. However it would not be the Highfield 2008 season without some sort of a collapse and sure enough we lost 2 wickets in Caldicott’s next over. First Phil was stumped for a well made 69 and then Umer spooned up a catch without troubling the scorers.  This left us 121-3 from 28 overs and some sort of consolidation was in order. 

Ish and Tart put on 31 before Ish was caught for 21. There was then another partnership of 31 from Tart and Shamas. By now some of the OTs fielders were creaking in the sun and a number of 3s and even an all run 4 were completed. Shamas was then caught on the boundary for 22, the first wicket of the day for Wyatt, who bowled Raja shortly afterwards. All the while Chris was steadily accumulating and running his socks off and deservedly reached his 50 in the last over. Matt hit a few good shots and was caught off the last ball of our 45 overs for 8. Leaving the final score 222-7. Caldicott ended up with the best bowling figures with 5-56, but Wood 0-50 and Wyatt 2-69 will have had better days. 
Gere threw a bit of a surprise in the huddle by handing over to Ish to provide some motivating words, which were to the effect of winning each batch of 11 overs. 
Well it would be fair to say we didn’t win the first one. I’d like to be able to tell you where they were after 11 overs (you can guess why this is impossible) but suffice to say that Fuddy and Raja had very little joy early doors. The injured but wily Ian Tulk and the young Vidler started briskly and few overs went by without a boundary. Vidler did give a couple of chances that we were unable to cling onto and the ghosts of previous games (Tytherley, Longparish, Basingstoke etc) were floating around. 
Gere then made the crucial bowling change, replacing Fuddy’s trundlers with Umer’s speedier, and often higher, deliveries. Umer made the crucial breakthrough as Vidler drove into the safe hands of Greg in the covers and the first OTs wicket fell at 76. Thereafter they were never in the game. A middle order of: 3, 7, 0, 5, 4 won’t win you many games. We were probably helped by the increasingly drunken Romsey rugby club, who were enjoying a BBQ and were looking after the sledging for us. They also adopted Raja as a crowd hero in a kind of Monty Panesar fashion. 
Umer was dealing up a right mixed bag, but it would be fair to say there was nothing short. He eventually took 5-31 after 12 consecutive overs and had to be virtually dragged from the field, after his heroic effort that had completely turned the game. Gere also bowled 12 straight through, which kind of suggests he has got over his injury. He finished with 2-32 including the prized wicket of Rapley (or at least it might have been 5 years ago). 

Fuddy and Matt came on at the end to each claim a rabbit as the OT’s innings petered out to 152, amazingly we had taken all 10 wickets for 76. No less than 6 clean-bowled. This is no particualar slight on the wicket, which generally held up well, but the decision to insert us appeared flawed. For the record the other bowling figures were: Raja 9-1-38-0, Fuddy 8-3-36-1 and Matt 0.5-0-7-1. Only the 3rd time this season we had managed to bowl a side out (as Neil was quick to point out to me afterwards). 
So a second successive convincing victory and we were also buoyed by the news of the Buffs’ triumph at Hedge End, as we made our way into town for a most enjoyable curry and reflection of a rare win over our old adversaries. 
Next week, back to Hardmoor for the vist of Havant’s third string. 



Steve

