HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:     Saturday 17th May   

Match:  Highfield 2s v Peartree

Result:  Highfield 92/7 (20 pts ) bt Peartree 91 ao (5 pts) by 3 wkts

Report:  The green, green grass of home.
After last weeks battering against RAM it is commendable that 7 of that side have turned up to give it another go. Prem, Prasana, Ben Schwarz and Martin Young come in for the two Robs, Prasad and Matt. We are back at Riverside for the visit of another of the new teams, Peartree.
With our opponents erroneously on their way to the Sports Centre we have ample time to inspect the wicket. Thankfully the Groundsman has put the stumps in to distinguish the strip from the rest of the square. Even by Riverside Park standards it looks pretty poor and a far cry from last weeks belter at the Sporty.

Peartree finally arrive and seem a friendly bunch, they are equally unimpressed but as they play their home games at Turnpike Rec should be well used to a ropey wicket.

Despite vowing never to insert the opposition again Neil is left with little choice after winning the toss and Peartree are invited to bat.

Everyones fears are realised in Rajas first over when a variety of balls landing in the same place shoot off in differing directions. Ben Schwarz also looks a handful and with just his third ball castles the batsman. Rajas second over brings the second wicket when the opener tries to pull a low full toss and only succeeds in hitting it over his head where Sawroop, todays keeper takes his first catch. The new batsman is then struck a nasty blow on the finger by Raja and has to retire. Ben picks up another clean bowled and Raja gains an LBW decision to leave Peartree struggling at 17/4. The new batsman thumps a four and a six before Neil takes a fine catch in the deep to give Ben his 3rd wicket. Ben comes off after an excellent spell of 3/26 off 7 overs and is replaced by Neil who immediately dismisses the skipper to give Sawroop another caught behind. Raja comes off after an intimidating spell of 2/18 off 8 and is replaced by Prasana. The batsman start to play a few shots and this gives Neil his second catch. The injured man returns, is lured up the wicket by Prasana, the ball is missed and Sawroop whips off the bails. Prasana then snares his 3rd victim in 2 overs with the new man LBW. The number 8 Fletcher is holding us up though and playing hit and run. He never attempts to hide the number 11 from the strike as they run like Hares between the wickets. Ben Lees comes on for Neil and bowls a superb lifting ball that takes the last mans glove. Fletcher is unbeaten on 40 and has taken the score from 61/9 to 91 all out. The fielding has been a marked improvement on last week and given us a real chance of a win.
Crease occupation is the key to success and Sawroop and Harry give us a solid start. With some balls whistling past their torsos they do well to last as long as they do. Harry is caught for 4 but we have a good base of 23 on the board. But when Sawroop 16 and Tim 1 are both given LBW the Peartree tails are up. Malc goes in at 5 to steady the ship and together with Prem the score inches along. Prem then gets hit on the temple and there is a bit of delay before he gets back on his feet. To be honest if their skipper had wanted to abandon the game there and then I wouldn’t have argued. Prem bravely carried on but was bowled soon after for 16 as we reach 53/4. Malc is the next to go, he may have only scored 4 but his partnership of 22 with Prem was vital, knowing that crease occupation will eventually bring wides and the like. Raja and Ben Lees set about giving us the final push but when Ben tries to pull a short ball it gets big on him and he is caught close in. We are on 60/6 and just one wicket away from potential disaster. Peartree go for the jugular and bring back the opener C.Lyons who has bowled an excellent spell of 1/12 off 6 overs. It is the defining moment of the game, 5 balls later we are 16 runs better off as Raja hits three fours and two twos. Prasana then smashes a full toss down the ground off the new bowler but two balls later is caught going for another big hit. We still need 12 as Martin Young strides to the wicket but he proves an immovable object, even stealing a single to give Raja the strike. Raja then takes another single to steal the strike and hits two of the next three balls for four, one of which is a horrible misfield on the boundary. The game is won with a wild leg side wide and 15 overs in hand. In fact of the 84 overs available less than 50 have been used because of the pitch. Peartree mark the pitch poor but this is being kind, play on this too often and someone will get hurt. Still, an important win for all that.
Next week,  Eastleigh & Otterbourne  Away

