HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 SOUTH

Date:          Saturday 19th August 2008

Match:        Peartree v Highfield 2s

Result:        Peartree 137ao (4pts) lost to Highfield 138/1 (24pts) by 9 wkts 

Report:  Substitute

A fantastic innings by Chris Lilly made what could have been a difficult run chase look easy and catapulted the side into 3rd place. He hit the highest score by a Buffalo this season, and this only a couple of hours after getting in the side.
Last weeks game v RAM was cancelled due to the weather but Neil had enough players to put out 2 sides. This week it was all change and just 3 hours before the start we only had 9.

From the fine win in the rain against Langley we were missing Tim, Swaroop, Prasana, Sasi and Rob Brodie. In came Malc, Chris, Rich Watts, Ben Schwarz and Brent, who has kindly agreed to run things during August when Neil is on enforced leave!

Neil won the toss and with only 3 recognised batsmen in the team had little choice but to ask the opposition to bat. The pitch did not look unlike Riverside, ie hard to tell the strip from the square from the outfield.

Ben and Matt opened the bowling with the former soon settling into his parsimonious role. Matt on the other hand was about to bowl the perfect curates egg. The opener Lyons, an old hand at this game, looked set for a long knock with the others batting around him. The other opener Clark was much looser and played several shots in the air before Matt got through his barely existent defence in his second over. Bens first four overs go for only 2 runs but Matt is dishing out the wides like confetti, all the more surprising when his match winning 12 overs against Langley yielded only 1 wide in his entire spell. It is he however that picks up the second wicket with a near identical dismissal of the first and Peartree are 14/2. The new batsman, Agha (no not him) looks a decent player though and the score soon starts to progress. Ben comes off after 6 overs for just 12 and is replaced by Zia who also bowls a flurry of wides. We now have wides from both ends and Brent’s old goalkeeping skills come to the fore. Matt comes off after 7 overs with 2/31 containing 14 wides!, some of which were a tad harsh and is replaced by Adam. Zia settles down a bit after his first couple of overs,  and grabs the 3rd wicket clean bowling Lyons for 13. Agha soon follows for 28, driving on the up off Zia to Rich who had been stood in the same place for 20 overs waiting for that to happen. Although there is no let up in the wides, Zia is swinging the ball at good pace and gets his 3rd wicket when the batsman goes to pull a short ball, crouches down and gets hit right in front of the stumps. The new batsman is clean bowled , Zia has 4/30, and the opposition are 93/6. Adam then picks up wickets in consecutive overs, both clean bowled, one by an excellent change of pace. Peartree are 104/8 but still have a bit of fight left in them and eke out what they can get. Zia finishes his 12 overs with 4/46 and almost as many wides as Matt! Ben comes on to replace Adam who has 2/30 off 8 and Neil comes on for Zia. Bens 2nd over is decisive, first he strikes Allen a painful blow before bowling him for 6 and the last man is trapped LBW first ball. Street is left stranded on 33 with 5 overs unused.

We have bowled a staggering 34 wides, just 4 less than we sent down against RAM on the opening day, oh well at least it gives the batsmen something to chase.

As mentioned previously we only have 3 recognised batsmen and Neil opts to send them out 1,2,3 to try to get the bulk of the runs. Chris and Zia open up and Peartree generously start to repay our wide haul. Once again Zia doesn’t let the bowlers settle and hits a couple of early boundaries. Chris also gets off to a good start in his first knock of the season crunching a couple of full tosses to the boundary. The running between the wickets is also better than previous games and this helps the score along at a healthy rate. Both the openers are rapidly out of the attack and Agha comes on and strikes in his first over when Zia is out for 28 to a juggling catch in the gully. The pair have put on 67 to take us halfway to our goal. Brent comes out and the couple face a testing over each from Agha who is then amazingly taken off. He has taken 1/9 from 4 overs and is easily the pick of the bowling. The pressure is off and Chris starts to impose himself on the change bowling. Brent is knocking the ball into the gaps and running at every possible opportunity and Chris soon reaches his first Highfield 50 and when the opener Hopkins returns, belts him back over his head for 6. Victory is achieved in the 28th over with only 1 wicket down. Brent has 21 and Chris 62 has the highest Buffalos score of the season and we get a maximum 24 point haul.

The biggest story of the day is elsewhere though as RAM have suffered another defeat, this time at the hands of Langley Manor 3s. Unluckily for RAM the Langley 2s game at IBM has been called off because of an unfit pitch and this must surely have helped strengthen their 3s. Bramshaw are now top and that’s who we play this coming week.    
