HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:     Saturday 10th May 2008  

Match:   RAM v Highfield 2s

Result:   RAM 481/4 (24pts) beat Highfield 2s 100 ao (5pts) by 381 runs

Report: Your bones will build my palaces, your eyes will stud my crown

              For I am Mars, the god of war, and I will cut you down.

And so the new season starts as the old one ended with a seventh defeat on the trot for the Buffalos. This was no ordinary defeat though, it was the biggest pasting ever handed out in the history of the Hampshire league dating back to 1973.

With Tim Proud still out injured, Neil was in temporary command, skippering his first Highfield match since the last day defeat to bottom of the table Portsmouth cost us promotion in 1998.

RAM are a new team with plenty of higher league experience in their ranks. Infact four of their side played against us for Easton and Martyr Worthy in County 4 back in 2006. They already have a win under their belts after thrashing Trojans the week before. Theirs was one of the few games to go ahead after the downpours washed out much of the programme, but the damp conditions didn’t stop them racking up almost 300. Today we are on pitch 1 at the Sports Centre.

Their skipper Hussain who top scored against us that day with 42, and who last year played in the Southern League, is obviously brimming with confidence and asks Neil if he would rather bat or bowl, no toss needed. Not wishing to be home by 4 o’clock Neil did what he didn’t really want to and elected to field. Raja opened up with a hostile maiden including a very close LBW call and for the first and only time in the game we were on top. Debutant Matt Cutler opened at the other end and the boundaries started to flow. With a tempting short boundary on one side and acres of space on the other the fielders were in for a torrid afternoon. Raja’s first spell of 6 overs only went for 23 and included the wicket of Iqbal, given LBW for 11 to leave RAM on 32/1. The new man Mahmood is tested early by Raja but when the bowling is changed carnage ensues. Many a ball thuds high into the bank as Hussain reaches his 100 in the 15th over. He asks if he can retire but his team are anxious he should continue. He then loses large chunks of the strike as Mahmood goes six crazy. All the bowlers get carted and a distressing amount of wides and no balls are conceded. At drinks there is already over 200 on the board and Mahmood is fast approaching his ton as well. Neil is forced to bring back Raja but his overs to are going for 14 or more. He does pick up the wicket of Hussain though for 125 who seemed to be getting a bit bored. Raja suffers most with some of the fielding, balls going through legs for four and catches going down. There is also a general lack of mobility in some areas of the field. The new batsman Khan takes off where Hussain left and milestones come and go with alarming regularity. Matt returns for another drubbing but does pick up Mahmood for 164 caught by Sawroop but this just brings in Karia who wastes little time in tucking into the batting. The Hampshire league record of 431 set by Mudeford is flattened and 500 looks on the cards but the batsman are not helped by their team mates who are 1 over behind on the scoreboard. Rob Watts comes on for the last over and gets us another bonus point with Rob Brodie taking the catch. RAM have reached the astonishing score of 481/4 and left us in the field for over 3 hours. Special mention must go to Tim Alcock who kept wicket for the first time and only conceded 9 byes. Our 54 extras we have conceded is one area we can improve on. Unfortunately RAM neglected to do our book but we reckon between 40 and 50 sixes were hit!

Raja Rangasamy 12-1-95-2  Matt Cutler 10-0-98-1 Rob Brodie 3-0-40-0

Neil Campone 3-0-50-0 Malcolm Terry 2-0-19-0 Sawroop Konda 2-0-20-0

Ben Lees 4-0-54-0 Prasad Thangmatha 3-0-56-0 Harry Basi 2-0-20-0

Rob Watts 1-0-8-1

RAM also have the bowlers to back up their batting and it is only the second over before wickets start to tumble when Sawroop nicks one down the leg side to be caught for 6. Next over Harry fails to survive the second big appeal against him and is LBW for 0. Tim is bowled for 2 and Prasad plays some nice shots in his 11 but is bowled to leave us 21/4. We then lose 4 wickets with the score on 35, Ben 5 and Raja 7 are followed by Matt and Rob Watts for ducks. 35/8 and Neil’s decision to field fully justified. Hussain finally shows a bit of mercy and takes off his opening bowlers, Kalu has 2/16 off 7 and Saddique 5/24 off 8. Malc and Rob Brodie take a shine to the new bowling and with the field in runs start to come a bit easier. They put on 49 in 10 overs before Rob is caught for 37. An excellent knock considering he told Neil he couldn’t bat. Malc and Neil manage to get the score up to a hundred and another bonus point before their skipper calls off the fun and brings back his chief destroyer who takes just four balls to get Neil 3 out. Malc has hit a useful 18 and helped us get a couple of bonus points.

All in all an absolute dicking but I thought we stuck at it well. Some heads went down, sure but these sort of things happen once in a career. At least there was the makings of a decent team spirit after the game.

Next week; Another new team, Peartree at Riverside Park 

