HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3

Date:      Saturday 23rd August 2008

Match:   Highfield Chinchillas v Redlynch & Hale

Result:   Chinchillas 185 for 3 (24 pts) beat Redlynch & Hale 182 for 10 by 7 wkts

Report:  The Youth of Today!

The Chinchillas are finishing the season the way they started with a comfortable win against now relegated Redlynch & Hale. It might have been a different story had Redlynch’s young batsmen taken a leaf out of their openers (Tanner) fine batting display and not tried to hit every ball out of the ground the moment they got to the crease!

Changes from last weeks game were Wild out injured, Shamas pulling out late for taxi service duties, May getting ready for tour and Umer rested. Ashe, Isherwood and first team debutants, Cutler and Nori, replaced them.  

Gere takes notice of Malcolm the groundsmans’ advice and asks Redlynch to bat first when he wins the toss on a green track (if only he had done the same against Vopsers we might have been pushing for a promotion spot) and this was despite having only 9 players at the start. 

Gere finds a good line from the start and even manages to move the ball both ways but Foddy is a little off line today and Tanner is quick to hit anything short or full length to the boundary.  36 runs come off the first 8 overs but the breakthrough comes in the 9th over when Gere bowls Orchard to claim his 999th club wicket. This could have come 2 overs earlier had Phil held onto an easy chance. Foddy is replaced by Safi in the 10th over who struggles to find his correct line and gets hit for 15 off his first over. Gere begins to wonder if Malcolm fed him some dodgy information!

 He needn’t have worried as Safi gets it right in his second over and his slower ball deceives Smith who plays too early and Matt Ashe takes a fine catch diving forward. Tanner continues to hit the bad balls to the boundary and soon has his 50. Foddy returns for a 2nd spell and replaces Gere who has figures of 8 overs 1 wkt for 34 runs. Foddy bowls a better line and immediately has Tanner fishing and he edges one to Phil who unfortunately can’t keep hold of it. Meanwhile Safi is getting up a full head of steam and grabs his 2nd wkt when he bowls Bale for 16 with the score on 98 after 20 overs.

Safi has a well earned breather after bowling 7 overs for 34 with 2 wkts under his belt but the score rattles along to 139 in only the next 6 overs with Asad going for 27 in 3 rather wayward overs. However Asad does manage to grab the scalp of the talented Tanner confusing him with a few wides and no balls before bowling a straight one which Tanner (80) nicks and Phil manages to hold onto it with the score on 139 for 4. You could tell Foddy was impressed!

The next batsmen Truckle isn’t hanging around either and hits Ish, who has replaced Asad, for a huge straight 6 over the pavilion. This was by far his best shot in what was a rather mixed bag of shots. Ish soon accounts for his wkt and that of Dorrington for 13 and 23 respectively and whilst waiting for the next batsman has some wise words for the Highfield batsmen stating that he didn’t in any circumstance want to see any of them batting in the same manner as these boys were. Safi returns from the opposite end and he and Zia soon wrap up the Redlynch innings with 2 wkts each with Zia taking his first 2 Chinchilla wkts in only 7 legal balls (12 in total). Redlynch are all out for 182 with 10 overs still remaining!

Scott 8/1/34/1   F Ahmed 7/0/39/0, S Ahmed 11/1/43/4, Isherwood 5/0/25/2

Qarashie 3/0/27/1 and Nori 1.1/0/7/2

With Steve still on his summer hols Gere asks Matt to open with Phil and tells them not to return until at least 20 overs are gone. Unlike most of the Redlynch team they play themselves in and it’s Matt who outscores Phil with some fine shots all round the ground. The Redlynch skipper Emm bowls his full allotment straight through for a creditable 0 for 23 but in the meantime has bowled our batsmen in, with the watchful Phil playing out several maidens to him. Nice to see Phil has listened to his skipper and he doesn’t intend to return to the pavilion inside 20 overs. The score rattles along to 47 in only the 10th over, mostly courtesy of Church who goes for 52 in his 7 overs but then Matt, having hit 2 fours on the trot, is caught in two minds and lobs the ball into covers hands for a fine 29.

Ish joins Phil and together they put on a match winning 91 partnership before Phil is caught for 54 in the 28th over. A far better effort with the bat than his gloves!  Another first team debutant Matt Cutler is handed the 4th batting spot and with plenty of overs left is given the opportunity of seeing the Chins home. However he has a rush of blood early on and departs for a duck.

Chris joins Ish and together they reach the target with 10 overs left. Ish not out on 73 and Chris 16.
So another fine win to keep us 5th and more importantly we’re sure to finish above Vopsers who lost heavily to Rowledge II. The final game of the season next week is away to relegated Steep

