HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:           Saturday 7th June 2008  

Match:        Southampton Dynamo v Highfield 2s

Result:        Highfield 218ao (24pts)  bt Southampton Dynamo 92ao(7pts) by 126 runs

Report:       May the force be with you.

So here we are, back on pitch 1 at the Sports Centre a mere 4 weeks after the RAM roasting. Once again we are up against a new side but this is from the completely different end of the spectrum. Unlike the RAM side, Dynamo are virtually bereft of any league experience, learning on the hoof, week after week.

From last weeks nail biting win against Cadnam we are without Rich Watts, Malcolm, Harry and Matt. Umer and Jon May bring some first team experience with them, there is a debut for Ian Mayor and a most welcome return of Amba, playing his first game since last years tour.
Neil loses the toss for the second week running but is happy to be asked to bat by the Dynamo skipper. Right from the off it is apparent that extras will be vying for top scorer as the inexperienced bowlers send down a plethora of wides. They are not helped by Umer’s unique batting style, bowling wider to stop him hitting it and giving away even more wides. So wide are some of the balls that Umer starts playing shots we haven’t seen from him before, like the late cut. Swaroop joins in the fun the other end and is especially severe on the full tosses he receives, which he gleefully punches down the ground. With a bit of ball finding taking place in the woods it takes a full hour to bowl the first 10 overs and it looks like we are in for a long afternoon. However with the score on 99 in the 10th over, we lose our first wicket, with Umer being adjudged LBW for a boundary strewn 43. After scores of 53 and 48, Sasi is promoted to number 3 and is soon on his way to another decent score. After hitting 8x4s and a six, Swaroop falls in identical fashion to Umer and for the same score as well. The third wicket falls on the same score as Ian gets a ball that keeps low and we are 123/3 after 14 overs. Tim comes in to partner Sasi and just with a bit of crease occupation we increase the score with the regular helping of sundries. When the score reaches 154 we lose Sasi, bowled for 31 to give Tucker his 4th wicket. There are still 22 overs left if we can keep some wickets in hand. Ben Lees comes in and together with Tim put on an excellent partnership of 35 in 7 overs. Tim is the 5th man to go when he is caught for 5, but despite his lack of runs has helped the score from 123 to 189. just what we needed. His dismissal though signals a clatter of wickets, first Ben is bowled for an excellent 22, and then Jon and Amba, both down the order for late runs, get ducks. Suddenly we have subsided from 189/4 to 194/8 with 13 overs left. Prasana and Ben Schwarz bat sensibly though and take the score to 200 and maximum batting points. With the score on 213, Ben is bowled for 4 and the last pair are at the crease. Neil gets a single, Prasana hits the last of his four fours and then is unluckily caught down the leg side for 18. We are all out for 218 with 8 full overs remaining. Dynamo have given us 51 extras and it is a relief to see the ball still swinging at the end of the innings.
The Dynamo batsmen come out swinging, and are immediately in trouble against the accuracy of Ben Schwarz. Despite the third ball going for 4 the next is rifled straight to Jonny May in the covers. The new man has a wipe and is bowled 1st ball and we are in the ascendency. Despite not bowling all season, Amba works up a head a of steam and is soon beating the bat with regularity and picks up his 1st wicket in his second over. His third over is devastating, getting an LBW and a clean bowled to leave Dynamo spluttering at 9/5. Ben and Amba look like getting wickets every over but both are removed from the attack early. Ben has 2/14 off 5 and Amba 3/6 off 6. Prasana comes on for Ben and Jon for Amba. Jon, too is soon amongst the wickets, getting the skipper Harnett caught behind by Ian off a fine tickle. Prasana is going for a few but doesn’t get much luck as balls split fielders and mistimed drives thud into pads. Swaroop takes a catch in the slips to give Jon his second wicket and the new man faces just 2 balls before his stumps are spread. Their best knock comes from Humber who reaches 30 before he receives the ball of the day from Jon who picks up his 4th wicket. Jon is taken off after a superb 4/9 off 5 overs, his figures would have  been even  better but for the skipper letting a four through his legs. Unbelievably Prasana goes wicketless for 55 and it is left to Umer to wrap up the innings when he clips the off bail of Brown.

So a thoroughly professional performance brings us maximum points for the second time this season and consolidates third place. It would have been second but the Bramshaw v Ram game doesn’t happen as the Bramshaw pitch is unfit! They must have been up all night watering it.

There is a bizarre end to the evening when we try to listen to Steves commentary of the 1st team victory at Sarisbury with the Wurzels greatest hits blaring out from the Pub in the park.

Next week Home to Compton & Chandlers Ford 
