7th June 2008

Allotment Road, Sarisbury

Highfield 247-8 (22 points) beat Sarisbury 2s 246-6 (11 points) by 2 wickets. 

Another Saturday, another last over win. Remarkably all five games this season have gone right to the wire and each could have gone either way. Consistent batting saw us chase down a large total on a good Allotment Road wicket and in doing so set a club record for the highest successful chase. 

The latest stop on the availability roller-coaster, saw Phil and Shammas returning, in the place of Martin and Safeer. The wicket looked strangely similar to Bishop’s Waltham, but in the event played quite a bit better. Sarisbury had no hesitation in batting on winning the toss.  For once we even had some decent weather, to confound Matt and Raja who must have been thinking that cricket in this county is always played in the cold. 

Gere opened up and took a wicket with his second ball, with the lamest of prods to cover. Matt was so surprised to receive such a gentle lob, that he nearly managed to drop it. Raja took the new ball from the other end and immediately found a good rhythm. The Sarisbury second wicket pair gradually upped the tempo, until Raja got his just deserts and trapped Clinch LBW for 17. I’d love to be able to give you details about partnerships and the score at the end of certain overs etc, but, well you can guess what happened (or rather didn’t!). 

One feature of the season so far has been the standard of our fielding which has generally been good with hardly a catch dropped. Well today the wheels fell off big style. Of all people Chris dropped McKeever, who had started to look dangerous, on the square leg boundary. That was the first of (approximately) 8 dropped catches, in most cases the unlucky bowler was Fuddy, including 3 in the same over. 

It was probably appropriate that our next wicket was due to a drop catch. The young opener Freemantle, drove one back at Gere, who dropped it on to the stumps, thus running out the unfortunate McKeever for 43. Another problem we had was the number of wides being bowled, 25 in total, with only Raja escaping blame. 

Following the lucky run out, there was a quick clutch of wickets and Raja was involved in all of them. First he took a catch off Gere, then he effected a stunning run out (following a pass from Greg’s left ankle) and finally bowled the Sarisbury skipper. This left Sarisbury on, very very very approximately 160-6. All the while Freemantle had steadily been seeing larger objects from the greengrocers and by now was dealing in water melons. He took a particular shine to the short boundary and fully deserved his unbeaten ton (despite being dropped 3 times off Fuddy alone). The score rocketed in the last few overs to 246-6, as the fielding became somewhat ragged in the hot sunshine. 

Brace yourself for the bowling figures:

Gere 12-1-62-2, Raja 12-3-39-2, Assad 4-0-22-0, Matt 5-0-33-0, Fuddy 12-0-79-0. 

Following another top quality teaser, Steve and Phil opened our reply, against some fairly friendly medium pace bowling. Phil got us off to a blistering start with 35 off 36 balls, including no less than 8 fours. Chris joined Steve and they pushed the score onto 78, when Steve was bowled by the spinner Hammond (who should have opened the bowling) for 30. 

Whilst we were always slightly behind the rate, we were never out of the game, as we rarely had to wait too long for a bad ball and when it came along there was rarely a fielder in the correct place. Shammas and Chris put on 51 for the third wicket, when Chris (26) was unlucky to be bowled by one that kept low, one of the few balls all day that misbehaved.

Raja was due to be promoted up to number 5, but took too long to get out of his disco trousers, so Greg joined the fray. By this stage Shammas was going very well, with shots all round the wicket and delivered, what is crucial in this sort of chase, the Big Over, as the 34th went for 18. That left us needing 91 in 11 overs. Shammas was eventually bowled for a well made 66, which allowed Raja to take the stage. 

There followed a match-changing 11 balls which Raja faced. These went .626.1.466. Some mighty blows were hit into the adjoining woods, which led to lost balls, fielders shouting at each other, the big Sarisbury crowd getting restless and us getting right back in the game. When Raja was well caught on the boundary we were 214-5 in the 42nd over. 

Assad joined Greg, who also got into 6 hitting mode and chipped in with an important 31. When he was predictably run out, following a mix-up with Assad, we were 234-6, needing 13 to win in two overs. A couple of lusty blows from Assad bought the equation down to just 3 from the last over. 

There was still a bit of a twist in the tail. Assad was caught off the first ball of the over for 9. Brent was bowled next ball and Gere blocked the resulting hat-trick delivery. So still 3 to win from 3 balls. However commeth the hour commeth the man and Gere clubbed the next ball through the (bizarrely) vacant cow area, which trickled over the line, for the winning boundary. 

So, after a disappointing bowling and fielding display, the batters rescued the situation and made a bit of history into the bargain. For the third time this season we won the game with less bonus points than our vanquished opponents. The victory saw us climb one place to fifth. 

Next week home to table-topping Tytherley. 

