HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY DIVISION 3

Date:       Saturday 30th August

Match:     Steep v Highfield

Result:     Steep 138ao (19pts) bt Highfield 102ao (7pts) by 36 runs

Report;   Stuffed at Steep

An awful batting performance at the end of an average season has seen us finish 7th in our second season in County 3. After finishing just 3 points off promotion in 2007 we were a distant 67 points off the pace this time around. Only one maximum pointer and only four teams bowled out all season gives us plenty to work on next term. On a positive note in 17 seasons of League cricket we have only ever finished in the bottom half twice, a superb achievement for a small club.

Omens did not bode well before the game with a rash of non availability (a curse in this and many other seasons) resulting in us going to already relegated Steep with only four recognised batsmen. Just as well the Buffalos had finished their campaign the previous week or things could have been a lot worse. From the win over Redlynch out were Isherwood, Cutler, Tahir, S.Ahmed and Nori, to be replaced by Davies, Taylor, Sivagurunathan, Rangasamy and Campone. We were also without the services of an umpire. Steep won the toss and elected to bat. 

 Due to the opposition not doing our book, some of the following information may be slightly inaccurate.
From the start it was apparent that runs would not come easy on the wet wicket, and much like last years game a bit of hard graft was called for. Both Gere and Neil were hard to get away and Neil is first to strike with a caught and bowled with the score on 18. Two runs later and club history is made as Gere clean bowls the other opener to become the first Highfield player to take 1000 wickets, a fantastic effort from a bowler who has barely missed a game through injury. He comes off after 6 overs for 10 and Neil comes off after 6 overs for 11. Raja and Assad come on and the batsman start to play a few shots to up the scoring rate. With the score on 56 Foddy takes a superb catch at long on to dismiss the hard hitting Preston for 25, Assad being the bowler. Amba replaces the wicketless Raja and strikes in his first over to bowl the new batsman. Assad comes off after 6 overs for 27 and is replaced by Foddy. A decent partnership develops, albeit at only 3 runs an over as Foddy is proving impossible to hit away. Amba comes off after 5 overs for 22 and Raja is bought back to devastating effect. The score reaches 104/4 before Raja takes 3 quick wickets with only one run added. Two are clean bowled and Tart takes a catch for the other which comes out of the sun. More precious runs are added before Steve takes an excellent gully catch to give Raja a 4th wicket. With overs running out a bit of late hitting takes the score on to 135 before Raja gets another bowled and the last man then goes off the last ball of the innings to give Raja impressive figures of 6/46. Foddy has again been unlucky but his 10 overs have gone for a paltry 20 runs and given us a nice little run chase at 3 runs an over.

It took Steep 13 overs to get 22 but we are there in just 4 as Matt and Phil crash a few early boundaries. The fun doesn’t last though as Phil drives uppishly and is caught for 12. Ten runs are added before Matt goes to pull a short ball which doesn’t get up and is LBW for 14. Greg and Tart start to rebuild but can only take the score onto 47 before Greg hits into the air and departs for 6. Steve comes in and the last recognised pair have to knuckle down but Tart goes for an expansive drive and is bowled for 7. Amba is in at 6 but only makes 2 before falling LBW and Raja follows soon after, also LBW for 5. Two awful shots follow from Foddy and Assad who face only 6 balls between them for their ducks. The ninth wicket comes in the next over when Steve runs 3 but Gere can only make two and a half. We have gone from 55/4 to 69/9 in the blink of an eye and still 70 short of victory with 15 overs left. Neil comes in to join Steve who only has 9 but gradually they start to put some runs on and gain some respectability. For half an hour they defy the odds and manage to gain a couple of batting points, Neil pinching the odd single and Steve hitting the big shots. They take the score on to 102 before Neil hits the ball to mid on and calls for a crazy single, the direct hit leaves him 10 feet short and out for 6. Steve is unbeaten on 33 and for the second year running the only batsman able to work out the pitch. The pair have put on 33, easily the highest partnership of the innings. We are 36 short but it is a massive amount in the context of the game.
For some reason Captain Gere insists on having a team photo taken but it is pretty difficult to raise a smile. To cap it all, we then hear from Ish, who didn’t even get a bat in the game he was playing in.
Old Basing win the league, Basingstoke and East Tytherley are also promoted. They are replaced by Hook, Leckford and Liphook who are all relegated from County 2. Havant, Steep, Redlynch and Petersfield are all relegated and next year we will be playing St Cross and Idlers (Salisbury) who have come up from County 4 North and Wellow & Plaitford and Fareham & Crofton from County 4 South.
