HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 4 CENTRAL

Date:     Saturday 23rd August 2008  

Match:  Highfield 2s v Trojans 4s

Result:  Highfield 193/8 (23pts) beat Trojans 71ao (5pts) by 122 runs

Report:  Another perfect day

And so it came to pass, the ending of the second season for the Buffalos. It’s a major cliché these days, but what a journey it’s been. From conceding almost 500 on the opening day of the season we have won 10 out of our next 11 games to virtually assure promotion. Not everyone lasted the trip and some people dipped in and out as the season progressed, but everyone made a major contribution at some time or another. Many a time we were in trouble, and all bar two games we managed to get out of it, and usually from a different source. 

Availability has been fantastic and praise must go to first team skipper Gere who never once pinched a player on a Saturday morning, always finding another option instead. Many thanks must also go to Brent who selflessly dropped himself down to help out in the final month. A very special mention also to Tim and Gibbo, both unable to play this season but without whose efforts last year there wouldn’t have even been a second side.
After last weeks excellent win over North Baddesley we seem to have a surfeit of players so Matt and Zia are up to the firsts and Ben Lees is off to play footy. There are welcome returns for Swaroop and Prasana and it being a home game Malc is in to conclude his 26th season in Highfield colours.
On arrival at Riverside, we encounter our opponents but the building is locked and no one is around. When the attendant arrives he informs us that all council games in Southampton have been called off despite it not raining since Wednesday. Sensibly we all decide to ignore this ridiculous advice (might have been different had it been RAM!) and proceed forthwith.

For the fourth game running we lose the toss and after a brief consultation with his team the Trojans skipper invites us to bat. After last weeks fine half century, Sudhakar is promoted to open alongside Swaroop. Disaster strikes in the first over though as Sudhakar plays on after 5 balls to the youngster Denmark. Brent goes in and soon gets the score going with a couple of crunching fours and Swaroop joins in from the other end. Swaroop then hits a well timed off drive but the Trojans skipper dives brilliantly to pluck the ball out of the air. Avinash is next in and he too starts with a couple of fours. The score progresses to 38 before Brent is given LBW for 17 to Denmark who because of his young age has to come off after 6 overs 2/23. Tim comes in but after a couple of singles is comprehensively bowled and with only another 2 runs added we are in serious trouble when Rajah is caught and bowled for a duck At 45/5 it looks like the season may end in a damp squib. Trojans obviously feel they have done the hard work as they call for drinks to be brought forward to 16 overs! As our record this season is 38.3 overs at Riverside I’d have been inclined to wait a couple of overs.   Malc is promoted up the order so he can sort the tea out when he is dismissed and drops anchor in spectacular fashion. The normally free flowing leg side heaves are put aside as he scores 1 run off 34 balls. 4 runs come off 7 overs before Avi starts an assault on the bowling. After taking 2/6 off 3 overs, Pegram is battered for 27 off his next 3. Malc then takes a shine to their skipper and he is removed from the attack also. Another nipper, Brooks comes on and Avi smashes him for 6 to bring up his 50. His 2 overs cost 18 as we sail past 100 and pick up more vital points. Harris comes on and he too pays dearly for short bowling but in trying to clear the short leg side boundary once more Avi picks out the man at deep square and is caught for a match turning 73, a fabulous effort when we were in deep trouble. He and Malc had put on 91 for the 6th wicket. The opener Denmark returns and it only takes him 3 balls to find Malcs stumps, but his 18 runs have been invaluable. Once again we fight back though as Amba and Prasana look to score at every opportunity and run superbly. Amba falls for 11, LBW once again, to give Denmark his fourth wicket but Ben comes in and unleashes some superb off side shots as he and Prasana run riot in the final few overs. Their running induces miss fields and the extras mount as well. 36 runs are added for the ninth wicket in just 6 overs as Prasana 25 and Ben 14 both finish unbeaten as we reach a hefty 193/8. It is the first time we have batted out the overs at Riverside and Neil doesn’t even get a bat, just as it should be.
As per last week the opposition once again have a batsman in form but this time he’s padded up waiting to come in and not delaying his entry for the change bowling. No point holding Rajah back then. First up though, we have the Trojans skipper belting 3 fours of Bens first over. Two balls into Rajahs first over and the stumps are splattered with a superb inswinger. This brings in Shade (not slim) to join his skipper who hits a 2 off the first ball of Bens next over but the next delivery stops on him and he can only shovel it back to Ben for a simple catch. While we are waiting for the next batsman, Brent (still on a high from dismissing his first male victim 3 weeks earlier) delivers a lovely lecture on bad balls being hit for four, priceless! Rajahs second over brings him his second wicket as the new man simply can’t handle his pace and can only lob the ball up to Tim who gladly swallows the catch. A brief rally then followed as both batsman tucked in to Ben, but not for the first time this season the bowler came out on top. Trying to repeat a crunching four, Pegram thought he had beaten the fielder but Amba flew through the air to take a stunning catch. Ben comes off with the unusual figures of 2/44 off 6 overs and is replaced by the skipper, having his first bowl in a month. His first ball, delivered to Shade hits him plum in front. Swaroop goes up for the appeal but nothing comes out of Neils mouth as he goes to appeal. The umpire has no hesitation though and the main man is gone for 15. Rajah comes off after a fantastic spell of 2/13 off 7 and is replaced by Amba. After a warm up over, Amba kills the game in just 4 balls. First he bowls Bannister off his pads for 19 and then gets the new man for a golden with a ball that keeps low. A bit of bat chucking ensues as he trudges wearily from the middle. So, for the second week running we have the chance of a hat trick but Amba slings the ball a foot outside of off stump. He then repeats Rajahs trick and bowls the unlucky man next ball. Neil comes off after 1/3 off 3 and Prasana takes just 4 balls to get the final wicket. A cleverly flighted delivery looks too inviting for the last man who winds up and misses. Of the Trojans 10, half of them have fallen for ducks. So another excellent win to end a fabulous season. Who knows which of us will be playing and where that will be. Thank you one and all, I’m off for a rest. 
