HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY DIVISION 3

Date:     Saturday 8h  August 2009  

Match:  Amport v Highfield

Result:  Highfield 100/3 (22pts) bt Amport 99ao (2pts) by 7 wickets

A comfortable win in the countryside has just about ensured we retain our County status next season whilst time is up for Amport.

The Highfield eleven showed three changes from the last game two weeks ago with Sid, Avi and Adam dropping out. Tart is back, and after an absence of 10 years so is Chris Sargent, and eager for the 12 runs he needs to bring up his 1000. Due to a chronic bowling shortage the Buffs skipper Neil is also pressed into action on the ground where he took his 900th wicket two years ago. Ben Schwarz steps in to captain the seconds.

Amport won the toss and with James, Greg and Neil still en route they decide to bat. Eager to make the numerical advantage count they take 11 off Geres first over. Although 4 of these are byes through the stand in keeper, Tart. As Ish runs up to bowl the second over, the absent players enter the ground just in time to see Ish take a caught and bowled with his first delivery. The rest of the over goes for 8 though with huge gaps in the field. Once the Highfield 11 are in place it’s a different game though, Gere bowls his 3rd maiden of the season and then Ish strikes again. After being hit for four he induces the finest of edges to Jim who takes the catch behind. It seems to be four or nothing for the Amport batsman and the ring gets a little deeper to accommodate this which brings immediate dividends. The new batsman tries to smash Ish down the ground but can only loft the ball straight to Sarg. Ish is reeling off maiden after maiden as the odd boundary comes off the other end. Gere takes a break after 6 overs for 21 and is surprisingly replaced by Foddy who is supposed to be injured and just fielding at slip. He looks a bit wooden as his pie of a second ball is creamed to the boundary but with his last ball he gets Jim another slip catch. By this time Ish is into his 8th over, he has only conceded 2 runs since the second ball of his second over! The pressure inevitably pays as another catch sails towards Sarg who had only just swapped positions with Brent. Ish reels off 3 maidens to finish his spell and has the remarkable figures of 10 overs, 7 maidens and taken 3/14. Amport are 52/5 off 20 and in deep trouble. Neil comes on for Ish and starts with two maidens and then picks up the sixth wicket with his worst ball to date being pulled straight to Steve. Foddy comes off with 2/26 off 7 and is replaced by Sarg who takes just 4 balls to claim his first victim with a wicked Yorker. Two overs later he’s at it again with another clean bowled and in his next over gets a caught and bowled. All this time the opener McCann has been watching the devastation from the other end and starts to play a few shots. Neil comes off with 1/11 from 6 overs and Matt comes on. From 79/9 Amport proceed to put on the highest partnership of the game coupling some lofty blows with streaky boundaries. There is still time for a bit of comedy though with the holy trinity of Captains past, present and future all trying to set a field at the same time. Steve would never have put up with this and I doubt Tart will either, but it’s water off a ducks back to Gere. Finally the last wicket falls as the opener, on 47 tries to sweep Sarg and is adjudged LBW to give the Aussie a career best 4/15 from 6.1 overs. Matt has 0/7 from his 2 overs and has had a rough deal due to Foddys Lazarus impression.

After the heavy rain of Friday afternoon, it is no surprise to see the spinner, Goacher open the bowling. Last year he took 4/26 off 12 against us although none of his 2008 victims are here today. Steve and Greg open up but without going over the top there are hardly any gaps. Bone is just as parsimonious as we reach 5 off 5 overs with 3 of those being extras. The pressure tells when Greg chips a harmless shot in the air and is caught for 1. Only 1 run comes off the next 3 overs before Brent hits the first boundary of the innings. After going for just 4 runs in 5 overs, Bone concedes 13 in his next two as Steve, too, finds the ropes. Goacher comes off with 1/7 off 6 and his replacement T.Startup is a drop quicker but nowhere near as accurate. Six wides come off his first over as we go past 30. His next over is strewn with wides as well but in the midst of them he castles Brent for 9. This brings in Sarg who hasn’t picked up a bat since early in the year and is very watchful to start with. Steve has upped the rate though, hitting another boundary amongst the wide fest. Bone finishes with an excellent 0/23 off 10 and is replaced by Robertson. Startup’s expensive spell comes to an end at drinks, he has conceded 26 in 4 overs, 12 of them wides and we are 62/2. Goacher comes back on after the break and first ball Steve tries to hit him over the top but cannot clear the ring and he is caught for 25, still not dismissed for single figures this season. Tart comes in and we get a bit more of what has gone before, pinching runs here and there. Sarg brings up his 1000 after a run of 10 dot balls and then pulls Goacher for 4 who finishes with 2/16 off his 10 overs. Tart is looking good as well and the pair get to 85 before Startup snr is dispatched twice into the neighbouring field by Sarg and victory is achieved with 13 overs to spare. Tart is unbeaten on 15 and Sarg on 34 as the clock just ticks past 6pm. There is still time for England to lose 5 wickets while we shower though.

Next week: Vospers at Hardmoor     

