HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date: May 30 2009

Match: Andover III at Home

Result: Highfield 212-9 (9 pts) lost to Andover III 214-6 (23pts) by 4 wkts

The skippers’ desire of having some sort of consistent team this season looks like a pipe dream with the 3rd different opening partnership in the 3 games played so far. On the best day of the year to date Gere won his 3rd toss in a row and invited Andover to field in the afternoon heat. Unfortunately the opening record partnership pair from last week were both missing, Ish preferring to play with a tennis ball and Steve trying out for the lead roll in the remake of Elephant Man, having received a cheek breaking short ball last week, and likely to be missing for a few weeks. Also missing was new ball bowler Sid who will hopefully make a welcome return next week. Replacing them were Sasi & James plus Junior Ferdinand from the Testlands pool of young players. Ian was also on part time duty as his beloved Everton were in the FA Cup final but all credit to him for umpiring each side of the match.

James and Phil were asked to open and pushed the score along at a healthy 5 per over with James making most of the running with some fine boundary shots. In the 5th Over Phil miss timed a drive and was caught at extra cover for 11. Brent joined Jim and the runs keep coming with Jim continuing to hit more fours than singles. 

The 12th over saw a bowling change with the experienced spin of Hooper replacing H Blackburn and in his second over struck a double blow with Brent caught for 10 and 3 balls later Chris playing a loose drive for a duck. A promising start now looking a bit ordinary at 64 -3 after the 14th over, but still with a good run rate. There was also a loud northern roar from the bar as Everton took just 27 seconds to score. 

It was a good chance to build a solid partnership and stop the rot and all eyes are now on Martin. Would he be able to control his urges with the looping balls of Hooper? He gives an early skier but Andover spurn the chance in the outfield and comments are made that they might rue that drop! Unfortunately Martin is down the track in the 18th over and is stumped for 9. 79-4.Sasi is next in and he knows he has to keep control and get his head down. Unfortunately he can’t keep a decent looking cover drive on the deck and a low catch is taken in the 19th over and Sasi is gone for 1. We are now struggling at 79 – 5 and next in is Jon. The next 4 overs produce a steady 12 runs and things seem to be getiing back to normality. But then James, who we thought was now seeing the ball like a melon was bowled by McMahon. He has made a fine 42 but we are now in serious trouble at 91 for 6 in the 24th. Cometh the hour cometh the Aussie and the chap from Basingstoke.

Matt & Jon turn the sinking ship around and in the next 12 overs consolidate matters and push the score along to 152 and to be honest what the skipper was hoping to get in the whole innings 12 overs ago! Jon is caught off the first ball of the 37th over but has made a superb 36 and shared a 7th wicket partnership of 61 with Matt who when he first came to the crease played and missed at a few but was now beginning to strike the ball with confidence and hitting some fine boundary shots. The new boy Junior comes to the wicket and gets off the mark with his first ball with a thick edged single down to third man. Unfortunately that was it for Junior and in the next over was comprehensively bowled by H Blackburn. Foddy was next in and was adamant that we bat the overs out and finish with a half decent score. (was that really Foddy talking??) Any way he does what he says and he and Matt post a 9th wicket stand of 35 before Foddy is bowled by Everett for 17. 193-9 in 43rd over. Gere & Matt see the innings out with 19 runs off the last 13 balls and we finsh with a respectable 212 off our 45 overs and Andover are probaly thinking they have let us off the hook with several easy looking chances dropped during the innings. Matt finishes 53 not out and has made his first ever 50. A great effort.

Tea is taken and we hope that our turnaround with the bat and the fact that we serve the oppo curry on a nice warm day will play into our hands. (obviously there were sandwiches as well, but we like a bit of variety).

We hope for some early wickets with the new ball but Gere bowls some loose deliveries and they are off to a similar start to us . Foddy then makes the breakthrough bowling Sale for 7. Funnell joins Dancer and in the next chanceless 14 overs the score moves up to 97. Martin replaces Gere in the 11th over and has the same problems as Gere bowling 1 loose ball an over which the batsmen punish, on an ever quickening outfield. Matt replaces Foddy who has bowled 7 decent overs and immediately has the opener Dancer backing away with some good pace and bounce. Martin makes the important breakthrough in the 21st over when he gets a fine snick which Phil takes with ease. 102 – 2.

3 overs later with Nelson on the board and Matt gets a deserved wicket getting the opener Dancer caught by Foddy in the covers for 34. 111-3. The run rate needed is now just over 5 but with the field spread Andover continue to push singles and punish the loose deliveries. Jonnny replaces Martin and in his 3rd over bowls Everett for 10. Some confusion follows with the batsmen questioning whether the ball had bounced back onto the stumps from Phils pads but Ian soon clears up any confusion and the score is now 128 - 4 off 29 overs. Gere replaces Matt at the Pavillion end who has bowled his 10 overs for only 26 and deserved more than his 1 wicket.  Unfortunately the batsmen continue to punish the bad ball and keep finding the gaps but the run rate required remains steady at 6 an over. Foddy returns and has J Blackburn caught at backward point. 149 –5 in the 35th over.

Gere is unable to keep the new batsmen in check and the next 5 overs leak 39 runs. Gere then gets a wicket when he bowls Holman and the score is now 188 – 6 off 40. needing only 24 off the last 5 overs singles become an issue and the batsmen find the gaps with ease and hit the winning runs in the 43rd over.

A disappointing day not only for us but also for Ian who had to watch Cheslea lift the trophy. The bowling figures were as follows: Gere 10-0-62-1,  Fuddy 10-1-46-2, Matt 10-2-26-1, Martin 8-0-47-1, Jon 5.1-0-24-1 

Next week: home to South Wilts III

