HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:      Saturday 13th June 2009  

Match:   Bashley V v Highfield II

Result:   Highfield 211-9 (24pts) bt Bashley 160ao (9pts) by 51 runs

Drastic Plastic

For the third away trip on the trot the Buffalos meander through the New Forest and arrive at a lovely setting. The main Bashley pitch is a monster but we are tucked away behind the trees on the rectangular playing area which houses an artificial strip smack in the middle. From the nail biting victory over Swan Green we lose Matt, Tim (gone to help the firsts) and Ben Lees who has very kindly stepped down as we have a glut of players available. In come Swaroop and after helping out the firsts, Sasi and Ben Schwarz.

Neil loses the toss again but is more than happy to accept the offer of a bat. As you’d expect from a fifth side, Bashley have a lot of youngsters, 9 of them infact, and a couple of old timers (well not that old but you know what I mean). For the first time this season Malc doesn’t open the batting as James and Swaroop are given first hit. After Roopy ran James out at IBM pre-season there is a brief chat about calling and sticking to yes and no. There is some surprise then in the second over when Roopy hits the ball into a gap and shouts easy and runs! This situation doesn’t last long though as Roop falls for 11 guiding the ball to slip. After concentrating extra hard to keep the ball down in his innings he is outdone by the extra bounce. Martin comes in and it isn’t too long before he finds the boundary. James then goes into overdrive and reels off a succession of fours a we reach 50 in 10 overs. He hits four 4s off the new bowler Taylor in just 8 balls but then chases a wide one and is caught behind by the 13 year old keeper, an ex pupil of his. Still 42 from the Newell bat has given us a decent start and surely someone else will get in a play a big innings. 68/2 though is soon 69/3 as Sasi has a bit of a swipe and is caught for 1. After reaching 15, Martins favourite cut shot becomes his undoing and he scoops the ball to point, 80/4. Like Roop before him, Avi too is conscious that a long innings is needed and endeavours to keep as much on the deck as possible. Malc looks out of sorts though at 6 and scores only 3 before a superb Yorker from Carter shatters his stumps. Jessi only lasts 3 balls before he is bowled round his legs and we are 109/6 in the 26th over. With the exception of the 48 that Jim and Martin put on we are struggling to put any decent partnerships together and this is the same with Avi and Zia who can add only 14. Just as he had started cracking a few boundaries, Avi becomes the 5th catch of the innings when falling for a creditable 29. Prasana only makes 2 but adds a vital 15 with Zia, who then adds 13 with Ben. At 151, Zia goes for a seasons best 17, there are 9 overs left with just Ben and Neil at the crease. All of a sudden the runs start to flow from both batsmen, the field comes in so Ben goes over the top with a lofted off drive. The field go out the batsmen take singles at will. Armed with Prasanas lucky bat Neil even goes offside to prove last week wasn’t a fluke. Another bonus point comes at 175 and both bowlers are changed with no change in results. The fielding gets ragged as well and some huge wides are thrown down, some even missing the strip. The final bonus point comes with 200 and then on 204 the club record for the 10th wicket is beaten. (This has stood for almost 15 years when Gere and Neil put on 52 against Newnham on Seven when on tour to Cheltenham.) Five different bowlers are used to try and oust the pair and only a fiery over from Carter gives problems. When the 42 overs are up we have reached a more than useful 211/9, Ben has his Highest ever score for the club with 27 and Neil has 21.

After a brief tea the pair resume, but this time with the ball. After bowling a maiden, Ben strikes in his second over with the ball being chipped to Zia.  Disaster strikes Neil though as the artificial wicket comes back to bite him and his calf goes again after just 2 overs. Zia takes over and after going for an early four hits back to bowl the new batsman. The number four doesn’t last long either as he tries to hit Ben but only succeeds in skying it to James. 16/3 after 9 overs and we are well on top. Their skipper Ransom looks in good touch though and puts anything loose away to the boundary. We keep him away from the strke as much as possible and this puts the required rate up above 6 in no time at all. Ben and Zia bowl excellently in tandem and Neil keeps them going in search of the breakthrough. Ben finishes his miserly spell with 2/29 off his 10 overs and is replaced with Jessi. With only his 3rd ball he digs in a short one which the batsman tries to pull but it loops straight back to Jessi who takes the catch. Drinks come at 61/4 and 7 an over needed for victory. Zia then finishes his 10 overs with the excellent figures of 1/27. Prasana then comes on for Jessi so he can change ends. We then have a massive scare as Jessi bowls two beamers in his third over and is warned that one more and he wont be allowed to bowl again. With the rate climbing, Ransom decides it’s time to get on with it and takes it out on Prasana who goes for 29 in just 3 overs. The bounce is so true on the artificial he can just wait for the ball and smash it into the trees. Gradually the field is getting spread far and wide as the batsmen start to find the gaps. With the score on 106 we then get a break, Jessi is hit out to the boundary where Zia runs and arrows a throw to James who whips off the bails as the batsman tries in vain to make his ground. This does little to slow the scoring rate as the new man is quickly into his stride. Avi comes on for Prasana and cuts the runs down and although Jessi is going for a few fours the rate is still climbing. This is due in no small part to some heroic fielding, most notably from Avi who turns a four into a three but destroys a small copse in the process. Jessi also ends up in the bushes saving a run, but a little more gracefully. After putting his body on the line Avi gets his just rewards with the over that wins the game. The Bashley skipper Ransom has played a fine knock of 64 but is undone by his own pitch. Avi digs one in short, Ransom goes to pull it and is aghast as it keeps low and castles him. The new man gets a single and then can only watch as Larvin who has made 25, loses his stumps to another clean bowled. Jessi then gets in on the act with a delivery that removes the off stump and bail and leaves leg and middle untouched. At 142/8 the game looks up but Carter has other ideas and hits three fours to keep us on our toes. His luck runs out though when attempting to smash Jessi he skies it between 3 fielders. Zia makes a decisive shout, someone else shouts leave it but Zia keeps his eye on the ball and Jessi has 3 wickets. Considering he’d never bowled more than a couple of overs before his figures of 3/51 off 10 are very impressive, especially knowing one high full toss would mean him coming off. The first ball of Avi’s next over is the last as once again the stumps come rocketing out of the ground. Avi has 3/16 off 5.1 and once again looked a decent bowler. Bashley have made 160 all out and it is out first 24 point haul of the season. Once again we have fielded very well to back up the bowlers and again the wides have decreased.

Next week;  Mudeford at Riverside  

