HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:          Saturday 22nd August

Match:       Boscombe v Highfield 2s

Result:       Boscombe 245-6 (23pts) bt Highfield 176-9 (9pts) by 69 runs

ACES HIGH

A very long day in Boscombe brightened by a maiden Highfield half century for Roopy has seen Highfield retain their Division 3 status with a game to go.

From last weeks defeat to Exbury we lose the services of Sasi, Zia and Tim but welcome back Jessi and Prasana. There is also a Buffalo return for Tim Proud who has defied all the odds to overcome a career threatening injury which has kept him out since June 2007. Only Malcolm and Ben Lees survive from that game against Hamble so a few introductions are necessary. Neil, rather rudely neglects to ask Tim if he would like to resume the captaincy, Tim, as tactful as ever, doesn’t broach the subject.

As in the previous 2 weeks we are up against a high flying team and the order of the day is points accumulation to stay up. As champions elect, Boscombe had dismissed Cadnam for a mere 50 the week before so insertion is the only sensible thing to do when Neil wins the toss. As we have all been stuck in cars for an hour and a half it will do us good to run around for a bit.

The Boscome ground is a parks pitch, but well cared for, unlike our own. The strip is regularly rolled and the immense outfield is like glass. We get a taste of this in Bens first over when two cuts race away for four. Ben also beats the bat twice so there is cause for optimism. Neil finds the outside edge with his first two balls but they don’t carry, however the stumps are rearranged with the third ball and maybe it won’t be a leather chase after all. It later transpires that this wasn’t a proper batsman, only a stand in as the regular opener was injured. The pattern of the innings is soon established, most balls are not scored off but anything remotely loose is hammered for four. Prasana replaces Neil after 5 overs for 19 and soon after we have a 14 over drink break. It’s not exactly scorchio but the opener Hilton makes the most of it to have a crafty fag. Ben comes off with 0/37 off 7 having passed the bat numerous times with nothing to show for it and is replaced by Avi. Prasana then picks up the second wicket with a caught and bowled, no easy feat this as he has to run round the umpire and batsman to take the low catch. With the field well set back to protect the boundaries Boscombe sail serenely along at 5 an over. The Boscombe air show is in full flow and creating a few distractions, especially when some wing walkers fly straight over the pitch. Prasana comes off after 6 overs for 31 and is replaced by Johnson who falls into a decent line and length straightaway. Avi has had 4 luckless overs for 22 and makes way for Tim. The number 4 Rattue is having a few problems playing Johnson and Neil spills a chance at mid off. His luck doesn’t last though, at Bens suggestion, Tim goes to slip and two balls later pouches a catch for Johnston. Another fag break follows shortly after as a deafening Vulcan bomber dominates the sky line. Tim and Johnson bowl excellently in tandem as only 48 runs come in a 10 over spell. Tims 2 year lay off gets the better of him though and he has to come off after 6 overs for 23, the most economical spell of the innings. With Hilton long past 50 the scoring rate starts to increase and Avi comes back for a second spell. Johnson comes off with 33 off his 6 and is replaced by Ben Lees. With the score on 187 we pick up another point as Avi bowls Custard for 28. The Red Arrows put on a sparkling display and Hilton reaches his century. The air is heavy with aviation fuel as Avi gets an LBW decision to give us a fifth wicket and Ben, 0/31 off 3 is unlucky not to add to it as balls just evade fielders. Neil comes on for the penultimate over and thanks to a fantastic catch from Ben Lees we get a third bonus point. Neil finishes with 2/33 off 6 and Avi ends with 2/47 off 8. Boscombe have amassed 245/6 and Hilton has a an unbeaten 129.  This could have been a lot less though, some of the fielding has been poor and a lack of all round mobility, not helped by our best fielder Jessi having to keep wicket is a factor. We have fielded for over 3 hours and after a leisurely tea it is clear if we bat out the overs it will be very late before we finish. Neil also gets an afternoon off from the book as the kind ladies of Boscombe insist on doing it for us.

With such a big target to chase it is still odds on we’ll be looking for bonus points instead of an unlikely victory but Roops early form has us all wondering. All too often over the last two seasons he has left us wanting much more. Today though he gets a good start and keeps going. With Malc keeping out one opener, Roop takes the other one apart. After warming up with 3 fours in successive overs he takes the 5th over for 22 with four pulverising boundaries. This breaks the opening stand best of the season which had stood at a paltry 37. The total soon passes 50 before Malcs stout resistance is breached. He has done a fine job, and although only scoring 5 has kept Roop away from the frugal Morgan, who will go for just 19 in 9 overs. Martin comes in to face Custard and is soon helping himself to two fours, their scorer has even put his name in yellow ink, nice touch. The 14th over drinks break comes and although time is getting on there seems to be plenty of time for more cigarettes! Martin and Roop sail serenely on and there are some mutterings amongst the fielders that one of their best bowlers is keeping wicket. Roop passes his highest score of 43 and is soon celebrating his maiden half century, fittingly reached with his 9th four. The pair add 30 before Custard (now in blue ink) bowls Martin for 11 and Avi comes in and wastes no time finding the boundary. Their partnership is short lived though as the wily old spinner Dickenson finally brings Roops fine innings to an end. Barely anyone at the club can remember Neil giving an LBW but today he has no choice, the ball pitches on centre, Roop goes back to tickle it round the corner but it keeps really low and hits just above his boot. Amazingly, after Avi’s ton against Trojans, the 61 Roop has scored is the second highest total of the season. Jessi comes in to join Avi  and we have another break while Boscombe change keepers. Rattue is quite sharp but his odd bad ball is slapped to the boundary by Avi who follows it up with two fours off Dickenson to hit him out of the attack. The century hero Hilton is his replacement but his first over goes for 12 with Jessi getting a couple of fours. Hilton gets his revenge though as Jessi is bowled for 13 in his next over. Johnson comes in and the light is starting to deteriorate, no matter, there are still 15 overs left! Boscombe have now spread the field a bit and the fours become less frequent. Avi is having to do a lot of running for his runs but he manages to become the first player to hit 300 runs in a season for the seconds. The pair take us past 150 and we then get a big clatter of wickets as the gloom descends. Avi falls just 2 short of his half century, another great knock from our top man and then Johnson and Prasana fall in consecutive balls. Although Johnson has only made 8 his partnership of 46 with Avi was vital to the cause. Prasana has added his 3rd golden duck of the season to his collection. Inexplicable, given his form last year. All of these 3 wickets have fallen to Hilton who is having a rare old day. We need just 7 more runs for a 6th batting point but it is virtually impossible for the new batsmen to see. Ben Lees manages to get 4 of them before he is bowled and then Ben Schwarz gives Hilton 5 wickets to go with his hundred. Last man Neil tickles the ball round the corner for a single and next ball Tim hits for 2 to bring up the 175. The last over brings just a single for Neil and both batsmen end up unbeaten on 2. 176/9 is a pretty decent total against the champions elect and the 9 points gained gives us another season at this level.

