HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:       Saturday 30th May 2009

Match:    Highfield II v Cadnam II

Result:    Cadnam II 258-5 (24pts) bt Highfield II 143ao (6pts) by 115 runs

HAMMERED

After 4 weeks of the season we finally get to play our first home game at the picturesque Riverside Park. The sun was out, the women were scantily clad and unbeaten Cadnam were in town. Only 5 games ago we were playing Cadnam 3rds as Ish and Phil put their young turks to the sword in a 189 run victory. How times change though, the first teams chronic player shortage has well and truly left the Buffalos in the lurch. Instead of them helping us it’s the other way round. While Cadnam have a number of players that have played in the County leagues we have just the beleaguered skipper to look to. Once again we are left without a wicket keeper as the first team field 5 that could don the gloves. From last weeks excuse for a cricket match we lose Martin Tilley (Hols), Sasi (1sts) and Prasana (weekly airport run) they are replaced by Jessi, Alistair and Swaroop.

Neil keeps up his 100% tossing record and not wishing to be home too early sticks the opposition in. Right from the off Cadnam set out their stall, anything pitched up has to go as five fours come off Neil and Bens opening 2 overs. The wicket has loads of bounce though and anything around a length is pretty unplayable. The ideal spot (i.e. the top of the ridge) is not that big though, anything shorter just sits up and anything fuller gets smashed away. Ben suffers a bit of tap as Wright-Green ups the rate but in the next over we get an amazing piece of sportsmanship that puts Paultons to shame. Wright-Green glances Neil down the leg side and Swaroop dives to take a stunning catch which Neil thinks has come off the pad, Swaroop appeals but the batsman is already striding off after the ball has actually clipped his glove. This restores our faith in cricket and a smile is back on the skippers face. Ben comes off after 5 overs of beating the bat and getting hit to the boundary and is replaced by Zia who settles into a good line straight away. Cadnam score at around 4 an over but with drinks approaching Molteni starts to get a bit more aggressive. He is given 1 life but his lofted drive is eventually his undoing as he smashes Neil straight to Alistair and is out for 28. Neil finishes his spell with 2/24 off 10 overs as we reach drinks without bowling a single wide. Predictably after talking about it Zia concedes the first in his very next over! He is bowling very tidily though and Johnson too starts well. The Cadnam skipper Dibben, is now in and looking to up the rate. He too gets a life, drilling the ball back to Johnson but when he tries to repeat this the leg spinner takes a superb caught and bowled. Cadnam are 103/3 off 26 overs and we have two 15 year olds together at the crease. Zia finishes his 10 over spell, conceding just 44 and having 2 catches dropped off his bowling. One will cost us plenty. The number 3, Hardy is batting steady but his new partner Elliot is on fire, he wastes no time playing himself in before the boundaries are flying. The next ten overs go for 100 runs as the ball flies to all parts. There is some superb fielding though to try and keep the score down but the batting is just too good. Avi has 3 overs for 27 and Johnson suffers late on to finish with 1/66 off 8, he too suffers with drops off his bowling. Ben comes back, and in amongst the carnage gets us another point as Hardy hits up in the air to give Swaroop his second catch. Ben Lees has a go as well and suffers no more than anyone else and dismisses the new man for a single with Tim taking the catch. So distraught is he at missing out on the run fest he chucks his bat, not once but twice for good measure. Elliot is in no mood for letting up though and powers to his ton in the penultimate over. He finishes on 113, remarkable considering he didn’t come in until the 26th over. Ben finishes with 1/58 off 8 and Ben Lees 1/31 off 3. Cadnam have amassed 258/5, a mighty score at Riverside. Overall our fielding has been pretty good and after conceding 50 wides in our last 2 games we have only bowled 6 today.

Malcolm and Zia open the batting and after a few extras Malcolm crashes two fours in the second over. Zia then hits two more in the third, but falls shortly afterwards caught in the normal place! After Malcolms 42 over vigil the week before, he can only last 9 this time and is caught for 8. 27/2 shortly becomes 30/3 when Swaroop is also caught for 2, lasting just 3 balls. Avi is in no mood to hang around either and hits the opener Whetren out of the attack with two fours and a six in one over. This brings on Pilton who proceeds to run through the middle order like a knife through butter. He gets Avi in his first over for 16, the fourth catch of the innings and then traps Jessi LBW for 13. His third wicket sees Ben Lees bowled for 2 and although Johnson cracks a couple of fours, Pilton makes him his fourth victim, bowling him for 14. All this time Tim has been watching up the other end but his long stay at the wicket (87 mins) is over when Hardy bowls him for 8. We are 86/8 with 13 overs still left. Ben Schwarz joins Alistair at the crease and gradually they inch us toward another bonus point. Pilton finishes his 10 over spell with 4/26 and the change bowling gives us a few more extras. After putting on 22 and taking us over the ton Ben is bowled by a superb slower ball for 2. It is the highest stand of the innings. Neil comes out with 9 overs left and proceeds to play and miss at virtually every ball. Alistair is finding his feet though and starts to hit a few fours. A glut of wides takes us past 125 and another bonus point and another couple of fours from Alistair take us up to 143 at the start of the last over. Neil’s luck runs out however when he is LBW for 4 leaving Alistair stranded on 20 not out. 35 is comfortably the highest stand of the innings and 57 added for the last 2 wickets meaning a few of the batsmen are selling themselves short. Ben Lees sums it up quite well,”It was a bit like the RAM game except being stuffed by a nice team” Cadnam remain unbeaten and we slide a bit nearer the drop zone.

Next week, Swan Green at the Sporty

