HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:        Saturday 15th August

Match:     Highfield 2s v Exbury

Result:     Exbury 226/8 (24pts) bt Highfield 156ao (9pts) by 70 runs

LEAVING HERE

For the second week running the Buffalos run into a form team and after just one game in 5 weeks it’s hardly surprising that a heavy defeat ensues.

After almost 3 seasons it’s also our last game at Riverside Park. Our final home game has been moved to who knows where and next term we should be at Hardmoor.

After helping to save the Chinchillas from relegation, Neil is back to lead the team. Out are Phil, Jessi, Prasana and Matt and also in are Johnson, Malcolm and Martin.

It is six years since we last played Exbury and how times have changed. We were in our promotion year and Exbury were heading in the opposite direction. Brent top scored with 41 in a 30 run victory while Steve was waiting to become a father. Six of the Highfield team have left since that day and only Neil is present again for todays game. Exbury on the other hand have 5 that figured that day

Neil wins the toss and has no hesitation inviting the visitors to bat on a strip that has still not seen a roller all season. After a maiden from Ben, Zia strikes with his third ball as the Exbury skipper somehow deflects a leg side wide onto his stumps. Bens second over is a taste of things to come though as our old nemesis Phil Craymer finds the boundary for the first time. The Riverside outfield is lightning fast as three more fours from Zia’s next over testify. The only moments of respite are when Craymer is up the other end and normal service resumes. Ben bowls 6 overs for 24 and Zia 6 overs 1/28 as Exbury are 58/1 off 12 overs. The introduction of Avi does the trick though. While Neil is parsimonious at one end Avi strikes with 3 quick wickets. After racing to 35 Craymer is undone by the extra pace and is bowled. Just 5 runs are added before Flood is also bowled for 16. With no Jessi, and Roopy still not fit enough to keep, Ben Lees has volunteered to keep wicket for the first time. After 10 overs of dropping the ball and taking hits to every part of his hands, Ben starts to get the hang of keeping which is just as well as Miller can only fend off a lifting ball from Avi and he falls for 1. Neils first 4 overs only go for 4 runs but Tipper and Cornwall then take a fancy to the medium pacer. With no keeper to stand up to stumps they both have a merry swing and the score rockets past a 100. After playing some outrageous shots off Neil the cavalier Cornwall is castled by Avi for 18. Johnson comes on for Neil and not having bowled since May takes some early stick. Avi too is starting to go for a few fours as Tipper gets into his stride but looks the likeliest bowler to get a wicket. In his penultimate over Avi gets his 5th wicket with his 4th clean bowled as Livermore falls for 5. Exbury are 122/6 after 29 overs. Avis wonderful spell comes to an end with 5/34 off 10 overs and is replaced by Ben. Johnson comes off after 4 overs for 22 and is replaced by Zia. The new man Dyer is straight into his stride though and the game starts to get away from us. Boundaries come at a regular rate and Tipper passes his 50. There is a brief respite when we get a wicket from a run out. A bullet throw from Swaroop on the boundary goes straight to Zia by the stumps who whips the bails off and Tipper is out for 57. Dyer and O’Connor take the game right away from us though as they pass 200. Zia bowls Dyer for a rapid 32 to give us another bowling point but a total of 226/8 is a pretty big score at Riverside. Zia has 2/62 off 10, Ben 0/56 off 10 and Neil 0/33 off 8.  

After the usual game of who wants to open (no one really) it is only 3 balls before we lose our first wicket. Dyer still looks a useful bowler and has the longest run up we’ve seen this season. Sasi is the unfortunate victim, but the stroke may have been a drop injudicious. Livermores first over though goes for 11, a few wides and a boundary apiece for Roop and Martin. Dyer is giving nothing away so the pace of Livermore is more appealing. Roop hits a 2 and a 4 off his next over but then spoons a catch to gully. The next 8 overs follow the same pattern. Dyer goes for a maximum of 1 per over while Livermore concedes boundaries to Avi and Martin. After 12 overs there is a double change though not for the same reason!. Dyer comes off with 1 / 4  and Livermore 1/42. The bowling change does the trick as Avi gets a shooter and is bowled for 14. The partnership was 28 and we are 46/3. Johnson is promoted up the order and proceeds to play some glorious shots. Their running is hampered though as the dishevelled Tilley is in some pain with a suspected break from a Dyer toe cruncher. The fun and games come to an end when Martin is bowled for 25 as another partnership hits the buffers at 28 and soon after Malcolm is out for a duck. A shame that as he had played a beautiful leg glance that Roop signalled as leg byes! Zia too has to come in earlier than expected as thanks to our appaling over rate it is now 7 o’clock and still over 20 overs to go. With work beckoning his first two balls are smacked for four as 17 come off two overs before Johnson is caught and bowled for 21. Zia follows 6 runs later, caught in the deep by Craymer for 14 and we are now 104/7. With his hands throbbing Ben Lees joins Tim and they add a further 11 before Tim becomes the third duck of the innings. With the two Bens at the crease another vital bonus point is added. Lees hits a couple of lovely fours before he too picks out Craymer who takes the catch on the run. Ben has made a vital 13 though, despite having trouble holding the bat! It is ten to eight as Neil reaches the crease and there are still 8 overs left. Dyer has had to leave already so as well as not having to face any quick bowling there are also gaps in the field. Not for the first time this season the pair enjoy themselves and make Exbury work for the last wicket. Ben plays a delightful late cut and Neil as usual milks runs off his pads. For once the pair can’t play out the overs though but they do share the highest partnership with another 28. It has taken us past 150 and given us 9 points for the days work. Ben is finally yorked for 19 and Neil left stranded on 8. Exbury have played much the better cricket and deserve their victory. We still need some points to stay up and our last two games are against the top 2. Starting with next weeks visit to Boscombe. 

