HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:     Saturday 29th August 2009   

Match:  Highfield 2s v Fawley 3s

Result   Highfield 295-5 (23pts) bt Fawley 259-8 (9pts) by 36 runs

Just cos you got the power (don’t mean you’ve got the right)

A brutal display by the six shooters Avi and Roop coupled with a much improved fielding performance has seen the Buffalos to a top half finish in their maiden season in South West 3.
Two days before the game the skipper was wondering which 5 players to leave out, but a rash of late withdrawals saw umpire Uday pressed back into service for his first Highfield start since he led the team off the field in the gloom in the acrimonious game against Fareham over 2 years ago

From last weeks game at Boscombe we lost the services of Martin, Ben Lees and Tim Proud and they were replaced by Uday, Tim Allcock (who helped out the firsts last week) and a welcome back to Jonny May for his first Buffalo game since the Bramshaw win last July.

Upon leaving Boscombe last week Neil was besieged by a delegation headed by Avi and Roop who were fed up with chasing every week. Neil promised then that we would bat if he won the toss and so it was to pass. Fawley are in the last promotion place and need a win to make sure of going up. All the council out ground games have been moved to the sporty to save money (surely a sign of times ahead) so all 5 pitches are being used. We have been allocated the postage stamp that is pitch 4. 

After putting on 50 last week, Malc and Roop are once again trusted to open the innings. Hilton opens up with 2 maidens while Neill is hit for a late cut by Malc which reaches the boundary in seconds flat. We also get the first of many byes that will aid our total. Surprisingly Malc is then bowled as the bail is just clipped and Fawley are on their way. The mood is soon dampened though as the first two balls of Hiltons 3rd over sail back over his head for 6. Roop then shows off his brand new forward defensive shot before hitting the 4th ball over the fence for another 6. Jon is cautious to start with and keeps himself busy running the byes and giving Roop the strike whenever he can. Neill is actually quite frugal but any degree of width or length is punished. After 1 tight over Hilton finds himself once again in the long grass and goes for 12. Roop hits 2 fours off Neills next over as we reach 52/1 off 10. Thomas comes on for Hilton but finds it no easier as another 8 runs are accrued. 10 more runs come off the Konda bat but the happy atmosphere is about to vanish.
After putting on 65 runs in 10 overs Swaroop hits a comfortable single to bring up his 50. After grounding his bat, Jon turns to congratulate his partner but the keeper whips off the bails and claims a run out. There are some hysterical scenes from old men who should know better shouting “it’s the law, it’s the law.” Uday and Ben are duty bound to uphold the law but this doesn’t make it right. Jon pleads with the Fawley skipper who has been literally sitting on the fence throughout but to no avail, claiming there is nothing he can do as the decision has already been given. We’ve seen some examples of poor sportsmanship this season, but this runs them pretty close. To be fair there are a couple of Fawley players that are disgusted by this but they are shouted down by the majority that are desperate for promotion. Any chance of the game being a jolly end of season beano, have been shattered.  Jon has to leave the field with 9 to his name but after barely an over to calm down goes out to umpire and behaves like a perfect gentleman for the rest of the innings. Strangely as well virtually every boundary for the next hour seems to find a hole in the fence as the cricketing gods have their fun. One of the upsides (with hindsight) of the dismissal is to get the Buffalos stand out player of the season to the crease nice and early. Last week at Boscome, Avi surpassed Steve Gibson’s record and became the first man to score over 300 runs in a season for the Buffalos.

Roops assault on Neill forces Fawley to change the bowling once again and K.McCarthy comes on to give it a go. Roop immediately hoists him for another six but his next 11 balls only concede a wide, a single and a bye. Avi then smashes two fours and the skipper tells McCarthy to take a break. “What was the f******* point of me playing then” is the response. This riles the skipper to such an extent that he strides over from the boundary to wag his finger right under the bowlers nose. A raucous argument ensues and this sets off a few of the other players who now claim they don’t really want to get promoted anyway. While this is going on one of the Fawley players comes over to the scorers and apologises for the earlier incident and calls his own wicket keeper a very rude name and berates his own skipper for a lack of sportsmanship. This all bodes well for the Fawley end of season do being staged after the game! Oh to be a fly on the wall after a few beers have been sunk.

Also getting the hook is Thomas who has gone for 23 in 3 overs and we get a Sturgess to bowl at us from each end. Drinks come at 137/2 and lead to the downfall of Roop who goes for the longest boundary and is pouched for a glorious 81. It is also the third and final maiden of the innings. Neil then springs a surprise by sending out 3 Goldens Prasana to retrieve his form but the experiment doesn’t last long. Although 19 come off the next 3 overs, it is Avi doing the pounding. Prasana does manage a couple but after helping us win a couple of games with his bat last season he has nothing to reproach himself for. Tim comes in and is soon doing what he does best, nudging and nurdling and giving Avi the strike as much as possible. The Sturgess boys bowl pretty well but the ground is unforgiving and Avi is in supreme form, dictating the length bowled to him a la Isherwood. A pair of sixes bring up his 50 and Tim starts to get more adventurous as well with a lofted cover drive going for 4 his best shot. M.Sturgess comes off with 1/41 off 8, a fine effort amongst the carnage We reach 200 in the 33rd over and also get our first two of the innings as somehow the ball ends up in no mans land. A.Sturgess also finishes, with 1/55 off 8 so both openers are now back to wrap up the innings. A superb partnership of 64 is finally broken when Tim is caught off Neill for 18 which leaves us 220/5 with almost 6 overs left. Pure and simple the last 6 overs are carnage and take the game away from Fawley. Hiltons reintroduction is right up both Avi and Jessi’s street as the fence is cleared time and time again. Jessi matches Avi blow for blow and plays one outrageous back foot lofted drive which sails miles over the boundary. Avi for good measure brings up his hundred in the same manner he reached his 50, with a pair of big sixes. Hiltons comeback 4 overs have disappeared for 38 and Thomas gets another bowl he probably didn’t want. Neill is slightly less expensive but both batsman help themselves to a six. The fielding has become very ragged and they have even stopped trying to chase down the plentiful byes gifted us. Thomas bowls the 41st over for 11 and Neill the last for 10 as we fail to reach 300 by just 5 runs. It is only the second time we have passed 200 all season! Amongst this  Neill has been the pick of the bowlers with 2/55 and the only one to get 10 overs. Avi finishes on 116 and Jessi 27 in a quickfire partnership of 75 in just 6 overs.

With the unfortunate withdrawal of James it is Jessi who is once again down to keep, but come resumption time he is nowhere to be seen. He is finally spotted in the distance running out of the woods (aka the toilet). Uday offers to keep and who are we to argue. Earlier Uday found his kitbag in the shed and amongst his gear was a dead rat, surely an omen. This frees up Jessi to field and like most of the rest of the team is allocated a boundary. It’s not a pretty way to win a game but when needs arrive.. Predictably the Fawley openers come out swinging and with 7 an over needed they need to. Ben and Neil bowl much like whats gone before them, except there is more cover on the boundary. There’s not much you can do about the sixes as the boundary is so small. Fawley keep up with the rate for 7 overs before the field settles down. With Jon in close on 1 side and Tim the other and the rest on the line the rate starts to creep up slowly but surely. Ben comes off after 5 overs for 32 and is replaced by Avi whose extra pace is vital. Uday is even starting to catch the ball cleanly, not something written about him too often in the past! Neil manages to put in a frugal over for once with just 3 singles and when the next 5 balls of Avi’s over go for only 3 the batsman panics and goes for a huge wipe. The stumps are rearranged and Cox goes for 42. Next over Neil is thumped for two sixes by the other opener Thomas but when going for a third is superbly outfoxed by a fuller ball and is bowled for 44. The new batsman Hickman is soon into his stride but thankfully looks more of a four man than a six hitter. Neil’s penultimate over sees the next wicket when Smith edges down the leg side and is brilliantly caught low down by Uday. The veteran wicket keeper is delighted and does a lap of the strip in celebration. Neils last over becomes the only maiden of the innings as he finishes with 2/57 off 10. Fawley are 116/3 off 20 overs and the rate is climbing. After our slapdash fielding last week things couldn’t be more different this time. Johnson is stopping everything on one side of the field while on the other, Jessi may as well be leaning on the fence with a barley stalk between his teeth, such is the lack of action he is seeing.

With a good spell behind him last week, Johnson replaces Neil and after a few looseners is soon putting in his best spell of the season. The ground is much harder and the ball is turning a mile. Avi then picks up his second wicket when a brute of a ball lifts off, finds the edge of Wards bat and Uday pouches another in front of his face. 149/4 quickly becomes 152/5 as M.Sturgess is totally bamboozled by Johnson. The ball turns so much on him he can only hit the ball straight in the air where Uday runs round in front of the wicket to take his third catch. With wickets falling around him Hickman has to shoulder much of the chase, but every over that goes for 3 or 4 means 12 or 13 have to come off the next to catch up. Jessi finally comes in to the ring to put pressure on the new batsman and this pays immediate dividends when Jessi swoops and with one stump to aim at hits it full on. Neill is run out for 12 and this brings the skipper Glass to the crease. As it was the last ball of the over his first task is to face Avi’s last over. He doesn’t get to the end of it though as the stump goes flying through the air and the big man joins Neil on 19 wickets. Once again Avi has proved a top all rounder and added 3/54 to his hundred. Ben comes back and with Johnson they send down 3 overs for just 6 runs. 110 are needed off the last 10 overs but the light is going fast. Johnson comes off with 1/43 off 7 excellent overs and is replaced by Prasana. Hickman decides to up the ante and slaps a couple of sixes but when he loses the strike the rate increases. Some of the running is getting frantic and when Roopy collects the ball on the boundary he bullets in a throw (with everyone shouting hold it) which smashes the stumps and A.Sturgess is given run out for 9. Bens second spell has sealed the game, although wicketless he has only conceded 20 in 5 overs and finishes with 0/53 off 10. Prasana too is going for well below the rate and as promised, Roop gets 1 over at the end of a long season. Announcing himself to the umpire as right hand, super fast he goes for just 5, and no wides! Prasana finishes with 0/36 off 4 and unlucky not to get Hickman on the boundary. He has made a valiant unbeaten 82 as Fawley finish on 259/8, just 36 short. Incredibly Uday has conceded just 4 byes and is probably looking forward to next season already.

It has been a super effort by the Buffalos this season and an absolute pleasure to be with everyone. There has not been one ounce of whinging all season and everyone has supported each other and played with a smile on their face. Long may this continue for whoever does it next season. I would especially like to thank all those who have driven and Malc for sorting out the teas.       
