28th June
Match Hook and Newham Away
Result: Highfield 219-6 (9 points) lost to Hook 220-6 (23 points) by 4 wickets
 

Back up north for the visit to the picturesque ground of high flying Hook. As ever we'll start with the changes, in - Steve, Tart, Matt and Neil; out - Oli, Jesse, Mike and John; shake it all about. 
 

Yet again Gere won the toss (heads) and almost before the coin had come to rest, he advised the oppo skipper we'd quite like a bat if that was ok. It was, once more, a lovely summer's day, which made it all the more bizzare that the Buffs were off. 
 

Now you sometimes think you've seen everything, you haven't and that's why this is the greatest game. Before the start the oppo skipper called both umpires together and endeavoured to instruct them what a wide was. Ian's seen a few wides in his time and politely declined the advice and confirmed that he was quite happy to back his own judgement. However when the skipper, who was also the opening bowler slipped one down the leg side shortly afterwards, I've rarely seen Ian stretch his arms out so quickly. 
 

The successful openers of 2008 Steve and Phil formed the umpteenth different innings starters of the season and marched out to do battle on a straw coloured wicket. The openers were the aforementioned skipper who goes by the name of Lovelock, he was your typical medium pace line and length, bit of away swing merchant. At the other end was a teenage bowler (which seems compulsory in this league) who operated in the left arm over style for a bit of variation. 
 

Phil soon got into his stride and hit some meaty boundaries off both bowlers, whilst Steve dug in at the other end and rode his luck. After 10 overs we had moved onto 39-0 and the young Cates was replaced by Thane. It transpired that Thane was in fact the leading batsman from their first team who had an evening engagement and therefore was playing in their buffs, more of that anon. 
 

Lovelock was replaced after 7 decent overs for just 17, by another, more experienced, Cates. After serving up a few early pies he struck in his first over, bowling Phil for 37. Then in his 3rd over he won an LBW decision against Steve, who was dismissed for 30. This left us 80-2 off 19....
 

... 14 overs later and we moved out of the Bermuda Triangle overs. The score had just advanced to 117 and we had lost the wicket of Tart LBW for 5. Depending who you spoke to it was either plum (their supporters), or a shocker (Tart and Ish). Unfortunately your reporter missed the delivery, so I cannot comment. 
 

After an uncharacteristically slow start Ish started to get into his stride and was well supported by James. The two of them added 80 for the 4th wicket, both playing some attractive shots all round the wicket. James was next to go caught off the bowling of Goodman, for a well-made 33. Matt came and went quickly but Brent was a good foil to Ishy and hit a couple of classy shots in his 16. Meanwhile Ish bought up yet another 50 and along with Zia (7 not out) tucked into the returning Lovelock, whose final 3 overs went for 24. Ish finished on 60 not out and our innings was closed on 219-6 in our 45 overs. Something to defend but not a great score against a team who had passed 300 twice this season. 
 

Reeling from the news that Richard Krajicek is the only father to win Wimbledon, the Highfielders took the field and Gere decided to open up with himself and Neil, as Fuddy was reporting an injury. Unsurprisingly Thane opened the batting and soon began to hit it too all parts, anyone would have thought he was in a hurry. Gere however got an early wicket as Lovelock lobbed a short ball to Ish. Not a great day for the Hook skipper: no wickets, a dropped catch, 2 runs and the umpires themselves decided what a wide was. 
 

Thane's barn-storming start was playing havoc with Gere's plans, as Neil came off after 2 overs and Ish after just 1. Fuddy eventually entered the fray, with an even shorter run up than normal. After just 10 overs Hook were 67-1 and our total was starting to look far too small. The second wicket came in rather unusual fashion, as Thane took his leave (retired out) at the 15 over drinks interval for 72. A tad too good for County 3 I fancy. By this time the score was 111 and the game appeared to be slipping away fast. 
 

However Matt had other ideas and started bowling a fiery spell. He was unlucky to have McNally dropped behind the wickets but then trapped the new batsman for 0 and a few over later forced Mcnally to edge to Phil for 49. 139-4 and we were in with an outside chance. Ish came back and bowled 5 accurate overs for just 11 runs but Hook's start meant they had lots of overs in hand and they were able to coast towards victory. Neil came back on and got a wicket through a catch by Steve at backward point, this maintained Neil's record of taking a wicket in the 1st/only team for every league season in the club's history. Fuddy got a wicket courtesy of a sharp leg side stumping from Phil, but it was all too little too late and Hook got home by 4 wickets, with 7 overs to spare. 
 

Bowling figures: Gere 8-0-41-1, Neil 4-0-33-1, Ish 6-1-24-0, Fuddy 8-2-33-1, Matt 8.3-0-64-2, Zia 3-1-17-0. 
 

Next week away to Sarisbury
