HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3 

Date:       Saturday 9th May

Match:    Lipphook & Ripsley II

Result:    Highfield 229-9 (24pts) bt Liphook & Ripsley 95ao (5pts) by 134 runs
So, after a surprisingly dry pre-season and an opening victory in the first Border League game, the serious stuff started, with a straightforward victory over Liphook and Ripsley. Liphook is in Sussex of all places, so bizarrely we started the season in the same county as we would be finishing it, on tour in September. 

The ground was found with some difficulty (we later discovered that there is no signpost from the road as an anti-theft measure), however what a lovely ground it was, essentially situated in the middle of the wood. It was also a nice, sunny day and a good-looking straw coloured wicket, so everything looked set up for Gere to lose the toss, but to everyone’s surprise he won it and, as they say, had no hesitation in electing to bat. 

The team saw 5 changes from that which was beaten in the final game of the 2008 season. Out went Neil (in Milford on Sea), Greg (attending to his country estate), Asad (care in the community), Raja (Chenai) and Amba (Chennai or Nottingham). And congratulations, if you are reading this to Amba and Raja for your recent and impending nuptials. 

Their replacements were a couple of students who had impressed in the warm up game against Solent University, Greg and Shaz, Johnson the obligatory Chennain and a leg-spinner to boot and two others who missed the Steep game for reasons lost in the mists of time Ish, and Brent. It is believed to be the first time since the first ever league game that the 1st or only Highfield Saturday team had 3 debutants. Or it might not be. 

Steve and Greg opened the batting against a very typical C3 seamer and a much less orthadox right arm round the wicket skiddy spinner (who didn’t spin it, maybe he wasn’t supposed to be a spinner, anyway it was unusual). Both players started well and runs came steadily, Greg in particular playing some sumptuous drives and it was a surprise when he holed out to a full toss off the change bowler for a well-made 42. The first opening stand of the league season realising the housewife’s favourite number. Talking of housewife’s favourites, Ish replaced Greg and added 30 odd with Steve, before Steve was out, toe-ending the longest of long hops to midwicket, for 34. 

There followed a solid parnership between Ish (37) and Chris (39) before both were out bowled. Thereafter there was a clatter of wickets as the innings lost its way and at one stage we looked in danger of missing out on maximum points, having previously looked like we were on for 250 plus. However a few lusty blows down the order from Fuddy (10) and Shaz (10) took us over the important 225 figure. The innings ended in some farce with the injured Phil hobbling in at number 11, following his back injury caused by chasing a wide in the midweek game. 

A good tea and the trickiest of teasers (Craig White) was taken in good spirits and we were buoyed by the news that the Buffs were chasing a low score at Milford. Shaz took the new ball, yes new ball following the change in Hants League rules, and bowled with pace, swing and little luck as he consistently beat the bat. No such trouble for Gere, straight up and down into the off stump for his 1st wicket of the season and 1,001st of his Highfield career. Shaz eventually got a deserved wicket and it soon became evident that Liphook were unlikely to threaten our total. 

Fuddy, having fought off the Taliban, replaced Gere and bowled with outstanding accuracy, and was played much more with pad than bat by the Liphook batsman. Ish also rolled back the years and picked up three quick wickets, one thanks to a sharp catch from Matt, before being cruelly dropped from the attack. Matt and Johnson both had a bowl, Matt bowling with some pace and aggression and Johnson delivering a mixture of well flighted leg breaks, and a few thrown down the leg side to keep Phil interested. I should also make mention of Phil’s 2 stumpings. One a classical dismissal, the other as tidy as my 5 year old’s bedroom. I will avoid mention of Johnson’s caught and bowled attempt. 

The Liphook innings came to close on 95, with a good set of bowling figures: Shaz 7-1-23-1, Gere 6-1-18-1, Ish 4-0-10-3, Fuddy 6-2-7-1, Matt 6-1-18-2 and Johnson 4-0-10-1

So we start the season with maximum points and all that was left was a few evening beers in the woods and the hour plus drive home (if you had Johnson as a navigator).  

Next week home to Leckford. 
