HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:       Saturday 9th May

Match:    Milford On Sea II

Result:    Highfield 97-5 (21pts) bt Milford On Sea 95ao (4pts) by 5 wickets

Report;   The Train kept a rollin’

So here we go again for another season of Hampshire League Cricket. After winning 11 out of the last 12 games in 2008 the Buffalos have been promoted and placed in the Western side of the league set up. This means a few trips through the New Forest and no trips to Pompey, result!

There is not a massive change in the squad either, apart from Raja and Amba just about everyone else is still around. The squad is boosted though by the return of James Newell and after an absence of 8 years, Martin Tilley. Tim Proud is still out injured so Neil continues as captain.

Team: Neil Campone, James Newell, Malcolm Terry, Martin Tilley, Avinash Upadhyay, Tim Allcock, Zia Nori, Jessy Jagjit, Alistair Weeks, Matt Cutler and Ben Schwarz.

After a prolonged trip beset with detours, level crossings and unwelcome speed cameras, we arrive at the quiet Milford ground a full five minutes before the start time. Neil wins the toss and inserts the opposition on a strip that has not been used this season. Ben and Matt open the bowling and it soon becomes apparent that the there is nothing much wrong with the strip. Not surprisingly there is a smattering of early season wides, anything pitched right up the batsmen have a swing at but anything else is a dot ball. The aerial route favoured by the openers soon brings about the first wicket as the ball is chipped off Matt into the hands of Avi and Milford are 20/1 after 6 overs. Ben comes off with 0/17 off 5 and is replaced by Zia who takes a wicket with his first ball. The number 3 has attempted a big shot and only succeeded in spooning the ball high into the air and then falls into James’ gloves. Matt comes off with 1/19 off 6 and is replaced by Avi. 36/2 soon becomes 45/3 as Zia gets his second wicket with the faintest of edges to James. Half the fielders didn’t hear a sound but luckily the umpire did. The wicket bought in the Milford skipper Lewis and together with the opener Burns they set about repairing the innings. The runs come mostly in fours and wides. The outfield is lightning fast and anything that beats the inner field runs away to the boundary. Not much gets past though and for the first game of the season the fielding is of a very high standard. Both Alistair and Jessy make important stops and even Tim throws himself in front of the ball despite cracking a tooth in the midweek game against Paultons. Zia comes off after taking 2/30 off 5, his figures spoilt by a wide fest in his last over. Neil comes on and first ball gets the opener LBW for 18. Avi (who has now cut down his crazy long run up) then clean bowls the skipper for 20 and the runs dry up completely. Neil bowls the new batsman and it is 22 balls before he concedes a run. Avi’s short run up is most effective and he rolls off 3 maidens on the trot. The pressure pays off as the batsman tries to hit Neil over the top but Jessy reaches high to pluck a superb catch out of the air. The new man gets a couple of runs straight off but is then struck on the back leg and Neil gets another LBW. Neil has 4/4 and eying up a cheap 5 for but it only takes Avi 5 balls to wrap up the innings. First he gets a clean bowled and then traps the last man in front to finish with 3/14 off 9.5. Milford have slumped from 85/3 to 95 all out, in 31.5 overs they have been restricted to 27 scoring shots. Thirty seven extras is comfortably the top scorer and something we can improve on over the season. Mind you it could have been worse but for James behind the stumps.

Milford were also promoted last season and two of their bowlers finished in the top five in the league averages. One of them, Brown opens up and falls into a nice rhythm straight away, giving James and Malc nothing to hit. The other bowler Ferrer is a bit looser enabling us to keep the runs ticking over. Brown only concedes 1 run off his first four overs but Ferrers fourth goes for 11 with both batsmen hitting sumptious fours and ensuring his removal. Fry (2nd in averages last season) comes on and is one of those ageing dibbly dobbly wicket to wicket bowlers we all hate. It only takes him 2 overs to drag Malc out of his crease and the keeper whips off the bails. Still, Malc has done his job, we are 30/1 and their main bowler has used 6 of his overs (only allowed 10 overs this season). Martin comes to the crease with last weeks friendly his first game since 2001. Brown comes off with just 8 runs coming off his 6 overs and is replaced by his namesake. The change bowlers are no easier to get away and they are not giving us much in the way of extras either. Martin gets off the mark with a cracking four off Fry and repeats it in the next over and James hits Brown for a boundary, but these shots apart not much happens over the next 10 overs. The drinks break comes and soon after a couple of wickets fall. First Martin is adjudged LBW for 8 and then James goes back to one that keeps low and is bowled for 28. We are 56/3 off 24 overs. Milford then have to make a bowling change as Brown is not old enough to carry on and take the opportunity to bring on the veteran Walford. By the end of the over victory is in sight. Two wides start off before Avi hits two fours and a six, a leg bye and a single contribute to 18 in the over and we only need 22 to win. Next over though, we lose two wickets to give Milford a sniff. First Tim gets a shocking LBW decision (sorry Malc!) for 7 and then Zia tries to go over the top second ball but picks out the tallest fielder in the side. Avi still manages to take six off the over to edge us ever closer. Jessy gets in on the act with a four down the hill but fittingly Avi wins it with another boundary to finish unbeaten on 31 with 14 overs to spare.

So seven wins on the trot for the Buffalos and a better start to the season than last year!

Next Week  A reunion with some old Highfield players against Camelot. 
