HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION SOUTH WEST 3
Date:     Saturday 20th June 2009  

Match:  Highfield 2s v Mudeford 3s

Result:  Mudeford 149ao (21pts) bt Highfield 129ao (9pts) by 20 runs

Bite the bullet

Dubbed the “Weekend from hell” by the chairman for lack of players available, I suppose we did well to put two full teams out in the end, but this result is hard to swallow. Just one more bowler or batsman would probably have seen the Buffalos home against a team with only one win to its name all season. The fact that the two bowlers called up to the firsts only get 3 overs between them is all the more galling.
For a variety of reasons from last week, out are James, Martin, Jessi, Zia and Ben Schwarz. Matt is legless in Latvia so the bowling is really thin. In come Alistair, Ben Lees and Tim and there are two debutants in Dharmin and Ali.

Neil wins the toss and has no choice really but to field first. Word is that Ali can bowl a bit so he is given the new ball! Both openers start with a maiden before Neil gets two wickets in his second over. The first is caught and bowled and the second loops up to Ben in the gully where he takes his first non controversial catch of the season. Even at this early stage of the game it is apparent that the strip is a shocker. There is excessive and unpredictable bounce, not surprising really considering it has not seen a roller all season, still it’s only June I suppose. It is on a par with last seasons game again Peartree where we chased 91 and lost 7 wickets getting it.
Despite repeatedly beating the bat the Mudeford pair get their heads down and a worrying partnership starts to develop. Neil comes off after 5 overs to be replaced by Avi. Apart from wides and the odd four, runs are scarce. Ali is unlucky not to get a wicket when a catch goes down in the deep but the reprieve doesn’t last long as Avi bowls him in the next over, 57/3. Ali finishes his excellent spell of 10 overs for just 38 runs and is replaced by Prasana. The new batsman is keen to up the rate and starts to put away the odd four and increase the urgency between the wickets. This results in one of those occurrences almost as rare as a first team batsman playing consecutive games. The ball is tickled fine off Prasana to Avi who tries to throw the stumps down, the batsman is out of his ground but the ball misses by a whisker, keeps travelling and crashes into the stumps at the far end to the dismay of the opener who is out for 38. 96/4 with 14 overs remaining is a strong position to be in though. Avi finishes his 10 overs with 1/26, astonishingly 16 of these are adjudged wide, mainly from the ball swinging too much. Neil comes back and gets a wicket in his first over when the batsman gets an inside edge and Roopy takes a fine catch inches off the ground. Prasana then picks up two quick wickets, one a fine stumping from Roopy (who is still smarting from an earlier stumping not given) and another a catch from the busy keeper. The batsman had tried to smash a short ball away but had only succeeded in hitting it a few feet in the air over his head. Neil picks up his fourth wicket and Roopy his 3rd catch and then Prasana gets his 3rd when the batsman chips the ball straight to square leg where Malc takes the catch. Neil finishes with 4/14 off 10 and Prasana 3/59 off his 10. The number 10, Otterwell has done a bit of late damage though. Malc bowls the penultimate over for six and Sasi takes the last, he too concedes just 6 but with his last ball shatters the stumps with a full toss. Mudeford are 149 all out, a more than useful score.

With Malc clearing away the tea, Sasi and Roop stride out to the middle to play Russian roulette. Amazingly they bat very responsibly, Roop even hitting a four all along the ground! Although never easy they both play really well to put together a decent partnership. With the score on 37, Roop finally gets the unplayable ball and is bowled for 22. All we need is a couple more stands of this size and we’ll be in with a shout. After top scoring against Cadnam, Alistair is promoted to 3 and enjoys a slice or two of luck in his innings with catches going down. The pair add another 20 before he is bowled for 8. A decent stand and both the opening bowlers have used 8 overs up. The new bowler Banfield reminds me of a guy called Ward who played for Clumber Park and sends down 5 wides in his first over. Unfortunately in the midst of these he also bowls Sasi for 2. His first 4 overs reek havoc with our middle order and effectively win them the game. Following up his removal of Sasi he adds Dharmin, bowled for 3 and the big wicket of Avi, given LBW for just 5. Ben is caught first ball and Ali survives the hat trick ball. We have gone from 63/2 to 78/6. Watching all this up the other end is Malc who has to leave early but now has no choice but to stick around. Zia and Jessi turn up from Hardmoor with more bad news and Phil isn’t far behind to do the scorebook. No one can accuse our umpires of bias as another LBW does for Ali for 2. Tim comes in at 9 and gradually he and Malc start to eke out a few runs. Malc crashes a few fours but the change bowlers are bowling very well and the wides dry up completely. The pair add 22 before Malc snicks one to the keeper for 18 and we are still 47 short. Prasanas bad run with the bat continues and he is the second player to get a golden. Neil survives the hat trick ball and then gets a four, but the rate required is edging up and up. Like many batsman before them Neil and Tim take blows to body but there just aren’t enough balls to hit. They manage to get another bonus point when passing 125 and their eventual stand of 26 is second only to the opening pair. Tim is last man out for a gallant 18 and Neil is unbeaten on 11 at the finish but we are well short at 20 runs light. It’s been a good effort all things considered but hopefully we’ll be a bit stronger next week.

Next week:   Southampton Travellers @ Lordshill  

