HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date 13th June 2009
 

Match OTs and Romsey ll Away
 

Result  Highfield 279-7 (24 points) beat OTR 179 (8 points but claimed 9) by 100 runs
 

229, 295, 212, 60 ... what came next? Thankfully 279 as we put the previous week's shocker behind us, in what turned out to be a very comfortable victory over our old foes of OTs and Romsey. 
 

There was the standard 4 changes from the previous week, in came: Martin, Ish, Steve and for his 1st team debut, Tim, replacing - Sid, Jon, Sasi and Ben. 
 

It was another lovely summer's saturday as we made the shortest away trip of the season to Romsey. We were confronted by a rather strange site - a pig. It transpired that it was OT's opener Charlie Forward's 40th and we were all invited to the post match hog roast. Lucky eh Fud?
 

Gere won the toss and obviously decided to bat. Apparently a tip on the Romsey wicket is always to bat first as it gets slower and lower after tea, which did seem to be the case. 

The fifth consecutive different opening pair of the season strode to the crease. Well I say strode. Oli hobbled out with his dodgy knee and Phil made his way fairly gingerly to the middle, courtesy of a raging hangover. What it says about the rest of the team that this was considered the most suitable opening pair.. no I won't go there. 

 

Anyway much to everyone's concern and alarm Phil was hit "amidships" early on. This seemed to spur him on and, along with Oli, saw us of to a great start against the experienced Trodd and inexperienced Whitehead. 

 

The condition of our openers meant there was not exactly the scampering between the wickets of the Isherwood/Taylor epic of 3 week's ago, however to their credit both batsman scored 3s and there was a fair smattering of boundaries. Oli was first to depart, for 21, thanks to a fine sprawling catch off the bowling of off-spinner Caldecott. At which point we were 56-1 off 11 overs. 

 

This bought the in form Ishy to the crease. He picked up where he left off again Hartley Wintney and once more treated us to an elegant batting display, with shots all round the wicket. The highlight being a perfect cover drive all along the floor, undoubtedly the shot of the day. 

 

Phil was also hitting the ball well (although obviously not so elegantly) until he managed to miss possibly the slowest ball ever witnessed and was palpably LBW to the first ball of the Biddlecombe's spell, the 3rd slow bowler OTs employed (for 43). This left the score 75-2 from 15 overs. 


Tart joined Ish and they pushed the score on nicely. A feature of our innings was the good partnerships we constructed and the decent contributions throughout the innings. Chris and Ish took the score onto 135, when Chris was well caught by Stuart Tulk off the bowling of Nick Wood, who I would say was just about the pick of their bowlers, for 24. 

 

Martin replaced Chris and didn't waste too much time getting into the action, with some beefy shots, including a couple of 6s over the short boundary and into the tennis courts. By now Ish had reached a well deserved 50 and it was a huge suprise when he threw it away, against the gentle "spin" of Biddlecombe, for 53. 

 

Steve joined Martin who was out shortly afterwards (25), chipping Wood to mid off. By now we were 175-5 from 32 overs and the innings was at something of a cross-roads. Brent and Steve decided to get their heads down to ensure we avoided the weekly collapse and were particulatly watchful against the slow, sluggish and pedestrian deliveries from Biddlecombe. Lots of b.o.b. and some good running between the wickets saw 35 added for the 6th wicket, at which point Brent was bowled by a high full toss. Not that this stopped Steve attempting a single. 


That led to the turning point of the game. Brent and Steve were thinking of a total around 250, which ultimately may or may not have been enough (probably may). However Matt had other ideas and came out swinging like a middle-aged man who hasn't had any for a while (not like Ish then) with broad-minded neighbours. He played a number of powerful shots, including 5 boundaries, which took the momentum right away from the oppo. We added 55 valuable runs for the 7th wicket when Steve was run out for 38. Matt and Fuddy then added a further 17, as the innings closed on a powerful 279-7. 90 runs had been garnered in the last 10 overs. Matt finished on 39 not out and had played a blinder in topping off a good start. It later transpired that Matt's girl friend and her parents were spectating. They can come every week if Matt is going to turn in this sort of performance (and there is more). 

 

More bad news for Fuddy at tea, as news came through that Pakistan Women's team were getting a suffing in the Women's T20 (I didn't actually know women played cricket, let alone Pakistani ones). However we did learn that Lahore is the place to go for the discerning and thrifty whorer. 

 

The old firm of Gere and Fuddy opened the bowling against the birthday boy and local legend Charlie Forward and Ian Tulk. Forward may have over 200 centuries (really?) but he only got 14 today as he hit a short ball from Fuddy straight to a delighted Tart on the deep square leg boundary. Tulk meanwhile had started well and played a number of strong drives, the number 3 Eldridge also got motoring and OTs were in touch with the rate early doors. 

 

Gere wasted no time in whipping himself of and bringing Oli into the attack. This was a master-stroke as Oli dropped into an immaculate line and length immediately. This forced Tulk into his shell and we witnessed one of the bizzarer innings you are ever likely to see in league cricket. He had started off knocking Gere and Fuddy around very easily and looked dangerous. However he didn't have much of a clue against Oli's part time off spin, or the wily left arm medium pace from Ishy and spent over an hour blocking. All the time the rate was creeping up and eventually we got the breakthrough as Oli bowled Eldridge. And then, what do you know, he bowled the next batsman first ball. OTs were 75-3 off 19 overs and we were in the driving seat. 

 

Caldecott came and went quickly thanks to a good catch from Martin off Martyn. And when Ishy finally put Tulk out of his misery for 48, half the OTs side were out for 97, 30 overs were down, and thoughts were turning to the hog. 

 

Matt's thoughts however were clearly on impressing Louise and if she likes seam bowling, she couldn't help but be impressed (I actually don't think she was looking). Matt bowled with rarely-seen hostility and accuracy and in the twinkling of an eye had clean bowled 3 batsman.  Martin had a trundle from the pavillion end and had no luck at all, a nick clanged out of Phil's gloves and at least 3 were hit through or over the ever lengthening slip cordon. To be fair to the batsman he did enter into the spirit of things by turning around and asking the slips if they were ready (they weren't). 

 

Matt then dismissed Stuart Tulk, routinely, edged onto his helmet and straight onto Steve in the gulley. That just left a bit more comedy wicket keeping and finally a catch went to hand in the slips as Oli pouched a sharp chance to give Matt a well-earned 5fer. 

 

Everyone bowled well, Oli, Ish and Matt bowled superbly. The figures were as follows: Gere 7-0-29-0, Fuddy 8-0-32-1, Oli 10-0-22-2, Ish 8-1-18-2, Matt 8.4-0-45-5, Martin 3-1-20-0.

 

We then tucked into the hog and tried to stay dry. 

 

Next week St Cross at Hardmoor. 

