HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:  Saturday 23rd May 2009

Match   Paultons III v Highfield II

Result:  Paultons 163-4 (23pts) bt Highfield 162/8 (7pts) by 6 wickets

                                            No Class

After seven straight wins stretching back to last May, the Buffalos have at last tasted defeat after coming up against a decent Paultons side with a win at all costs attitude.         From the win at Milford we have lost Alistair, James,Matt and Jessie who are replaced by Sasi, Prasana, Johnson and Ben Lees.

The pretty setting of Minstead in the New Forest hosts todays game where after winning the toss, and against his better nature Neil opts for a bat.

With James cycling around France,Martin is asked to step up to open with Malc but is given LBW first ball. A harsh reward for delaying his holiday by a day. This brings Sasi in but we have to wait 4 overs before a run comes off the bat, but the 11 extras accrued so far keep us going. The two openers bowl pretty well though and apart from a few crashing boundaries from Sasi we don’t get a lot to hit. We lose our second wicket on 31 in the 9th over when Sasi tries to add to his boundary collection and is bowled for 19 playing a horrible shot. Tim comes in and we start to run a few more singles. Malc hits the change bowler for a couple of fours as we progress at about 4 an over. After adding 34 Tim turns for a suicidal second and is barely halfway down the pitch before the bails are off and he is run out for 12. Avi comes out swinging and is soon in boundary mode while Malc chips away at the other end. The Paultons skipper is hit out of the attack as two huge sixes fly over the fence from Avi’s bat. The opener is brought back and strikes with his fifth ball as Avi is bowled for 26. Ben Lees is Malcs next partner as the other opening bowler returns. After barely laying a bat on his first spell Malc bursts into life and hits him back out of the attack with 10 in one over. Ben also hits a couple of fours and another decent partnership starts to develop. The pair put on 36 before Ben is bowled for 11 and in the same over we lose Zia, once again for a duck having just failed to clear the fielder. We are 129/6 with 7 overs to go and Malcolm tiring fast. Twelve runs are added for the next wicket with Prasana who falls for 2 and then Malc thumps Brown down the ground for a well deserved 50. Johnson also cracks a couple of late fours to get us another bonus point but is then well caught in the deep for 9. Ben Schwarz takes a single off the next ball to pinch the strike for the last over and then it all kicks off. Before the scorers can shout stop Brown runs up for the start of his 11th over (only allowed 10) and splatters Bens stumps. We then have have a ten minute delay while the Paultons skipper blames our umpires, the scorers and our side for being behind on the scoreboard. In fact he blames everyone but himself. As Brown was under 17 he should not even have bowled 7 overs in his first spell anyway. One of the Paultons fielders threatens to knock Bens F***ing head off and it all becomes a bit unpleasant. Finally we resume, Ben and Malc play out the last over and we finish on 162/8. Ben has 3 and Malc an excellent 54, his highest score for the club.

After bowling out the last six sides we have played we are confident of making inroads into the Paultons batting. The Paultons skipper looks in good nick though and hits an early four of Ben to get them going. Zia lands on his behind bowling the first ball but thereafter bowls a decent line. We then get what we think is an early breakthrough when Ben Lees takes a juggling catch close in as the skipper prods forward off Ben. After initially walking he stands his ground and claims it hit the grass. The umpire (the same nice chap that threatened to knock Bens head off won’t give it either) says he couldn’t see so we are stumped. This knocks the stuffing out of us and a succession of wides (same umpire) have a draining effect. Paultons make the most of it though and a few thumping fours see Ben come off after 6 overs for 27. Zia only goes for 10 off 5 but is struggling with the slope and we are desperate for a breakthrough. Avi replaces Zia and he too struggles with the slope sending down 7wides in his first over. Johnson comes on for Ben and gets a lot of turn but he too suffers from the wides. Some are pitching straight and turning so much they are given wide. Finally we get a wicket when Newman mistimes a drive off Johnston and hits to Neil at mid off and Paultons are 84/1 after 19 overs. After bowling superbly at Milford,Avi’s struggle with the slope has beaten him today. He manages to get the wides out of his system but the short straight boundary is much to the skippers liking and he is plonked twice into the field. Avi comes off after 4 overs for 28 and is replaced by Prasana. After a loose first over Prasana strikes as Avi takes a superb catch in the deep to dismiss the Paultons captain for 61. The contentious umpire also leaves the field (his work also done) and a few words are exchanged with Ben on the way off. Then it all kicks off again, the umpire runs back onto the field and attacks Ben Lees. Good thing Ben has done restraint training at work and holds him until he is pulled off. We later learn that the players nickname is dangerous, words fail me. There then follow some more unsightly scenes which will have to remain off these pages. Once everything had settled down we had a new batsman to bowl at, one Andy Steadman. We didn’t see a lot of the big chap though, one four off Neil and then Prasana did him in the flight and Sasi picked up an easy catch with the gloves. With Neil and Prasana bowling in tandem we had 9 overs of no wides but Brown and Johnson batted very well running excellently between the wickets. Neil comes off after 5 overs for 16 and Johnson has another go, his first over back is belted for 10 but he then strikes as another attempted big hit is pouched by Tim running in. The end is nigh though as the winning two comes soon after. Prasana finishes with 2/35 off 7, Ben 0/33 off 7 and Johnson 2/34 off 6.3. It’s a bit of a stuffing really as there are 8 overs left but who knows what would have happened with the early wicket. 

Some pluses though, we have managed to bat through the full 42 overs and our fielding was much improved.

Next week;  Unbeaten Cadnam at Riverside

