Date 4 July 2009
 

Match Sarisbury ll Away
 

Result  Sarisbury 313-6, beat Highfield 198 All Out by lots of runs
 

 

After a morning of heavy showers we were surprised to find the Sarisbury wicket dry and hard, depsite there being no obvious covers, it later transpired these were hiding in the pavillion. 
 

Gere lost the toss to the delight of the Sarisbury skipper, who was winning his first toss of the season, and we were left with the prospect of a long, hot afternoon in the sun. The obligatory 4 changes were: Martin, Mike, Sid and the debutant Greg, replacing Ish (tennis?), Neil (Buffs), Zia (Buffs) and Fuddy (crocked). 
 

Sid and Gere opened up on a good wicket and the Sarisbury batters fed of anything lose and after 10 overs had sped away to 59-0. Martin replaced Sid and did a decent job but we were crying out for someone to take the pace of the ball and no one was readily available. Matt eventually made the breakthrough bowling Journeaux for 34, with the score on 90. Gere then threw the ball to Greg who had earlier advised that he was a part-time off spinner and had come through his extensive pre-match trial. This worked, after a fashion, as Greg took a wicket in his first over, thanks to a wonder catch from Sid in the covers. 
 

This bought a Kiwi Corliss to the crease (who we later learnt was not playing in the first team because he was a) not registered, or b) injured - spot the upcoming deliberate mistake).  Due to the lack of bowling Gere had to turn to Steve for his first Saturday bowl in several years. There was drama, not to say controversy, in his first over as a sharp piece of fielding from Chris appeared to have run out Corliss. Not so said the Sarisbury ump. A few overs later, with this apparent injustice still brewing, Corliss announced to his team mates he was going to have a runner, see above. That may be the way it works in NZ, but up here its considered good manners to ask the opposition skipper first. Anyway whilst this was going on, he managed to scamper a 3. A runner eventually came out (10 years younger) and Corliss immediately ran a single. Fair enough its somewhat instinctive, but he looked pretty fit to me. All round it left a rather nasty taste. It didnt get any better when he, inevitably, went on to bludgen 74, including 20 plus in one over from Matt. 
 

Meanwhile Steve dismissed Floyd for 78, well caught on the boundary by Gere and 3 late run outs saw us earn 3 points, as Sarisbury closed on a massive 313-6. Despite Gere's stirring pre-match words, we again dropped catches at Sarisbury and played our part in their large total. All the bowlers tried manfully on a hot day, against some decent bats on a wicket that offered nothing. The figures were as follows: Sid 10-0-61-0, Gere 10-0-63-0, Martin 9-1-45-0, Matt 10-1-71-0, Greg 2-0-21-1, Steve 4-0-31-1. 
 

Phil and Martin formed yet another different opening partnership and a good start was vital if we were to challenge the imposing total. We didn't get it. Martin (0), Phil (11) and Steve (15)  were all back in the hutch with just 33 on the board. There followed a good partnership between Greg and James. Greg revelling in responding to the low-quality sledging he received made a good 29 and Jimmy once again rolled back the years for a classy 44. However the run rate was always against us and pretty soon reached impossible proportions. 
 

We were really only playing for points in the last hour or so. Matt made a breezy 10, Tart 15 (troubled by the spinner), Brent 15 (troubled by the umpire) and Mike 3. We were then treated to some expansive stroke play from our skipper, who showed Tarty how to play the spinner, who incidentally was our old mate Dave Agha, before cruelly being given out stumped for 25. Sid kept his promise not to get out and was unbeated on 2, as we finished on 198. 
 

Anyone noticed I write less when we lose?
 

Next week Home to Idlers. They don't score many runs do they!
