HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date: June 6 2009

Match: South Wilts at home

Result: Highfield 60 all out (3 pts) lost to South Wilts III 218-6 (23 pts) by 158 runs

A day to forget

Player availability dictates that, once again, Gere is faced with a reshuffle of Gordon Brown proportions. James, Junior and Martin make way for Ben Schwarz, the returning Sid and Oli Knight who makes his long awaited Highfield league debut (which, for the avoidance of doubt, is pronounced in Britain as, ‘day-bew.’)

In slightly overcast conditions, Gere loses the toss and we are told to field as two youngsters stride out to open the innings for South Wilts (SW.) One of these youngsters has “Cowley” written across the back of his shirt and is fourteen years old. Is he Nigel Cowley’s son, his grandson, nephew? I don’t know, I rarely pay attention to such things but he batted well. More of that later.

Sid opens the bowling and although a few runs come off that first over, there is nothing particularly eventful about it. Last week’s star Matt then takes the ball up the other end for an altogether more memorable over. Sadly, it is memorable in the same way that Harmison’s first over of the 2006 Ashes was. Struggling to control the new ball, Matt peppered the leg side wide area and SW have 25 on the board after two overs without being troubled. We then enter a period of normality and after ten overs, the score has moved along to 60-0. The youthful openers both look pretty steady, while Sid bravely takes a sickening blow to his left hand fielding a fierce drive off his own bowling. That said, it was a caught and bowled chance and we really could have done with a wicket.

Sid and Matt make way for Oli and Fuddy as the skipper decides to take some pace off the ball. The tactic doesn’t bring wickets but it does slow the scoring such that SW reach 92-0 at the twenty over mark. I’m sure that Oli would take issue with the lack of wickets at this point as he is convinced that he has one of the openers plum LBW mid way through his spell. Ian disagrees however and that’s the end of that.

I don’t have detailed description of what happened in the second half of the SW innings for some reason, but I do know that a run out broke the opening partnership in the 28th over. I think it was executed by Brent and Fuddy but I might be wrong – it doesn’t matter too much as the out fielding was very well done by all on this occasion. Another example of this quality fielding came in the 30th over when Matt took a great catch off the bowling of Gere (who has replaced Oli after a tidy spell.) I had a good view of the catch and I can tell you it was a ripper. Matt was very quick off the mark, he showed great athleticism to get to it and smart technique to cling on as he thudded in to the hard Hardmoor ground. Yes, well done.

At this point, the score is 144-2, there are 15 overs to go and young Cowley is going along nicely. Fuddy completes a very orderly spell of bowling indeed, Ben comes on to deliver a few tidy overs of his own and Gere uses all of his experience to complete a good frugal spell of seam up. You might sense that I am struggling for events to write about and you are correct. But there is one. Amongst all the steady progress of the final third of the innings, one of the SW middle order batters decided to come in and call young Cowley through for a third run that was never on. I’m pretty sure Tarty had already released his throw when they turned. Bear in mind that the FOURTEEN year old was on 96 at the time and you will appreciate the heinous nature of the crime. How we laughed.

Anyway, Sid returned to the attack and bowled a slogger as SW reached 218-6 from their 45 overs. Sid finished with 1-54 from his ten, Matt 0-30 from five, Gere 1-37 from his ten, Fuddy 0-37 from ten, Oli 0-31 from 7 and Ben 0-19 from 3. The other four wickets all coming from run outs which, again, tells you that we fielded genuinely well.

So, going in to tea, Highfield went in pretty proud of the restrictive fight back. And we all know what pride comes before.

After the interval, another opening partnership take up the challenge for Highfield as Tarty and Oli march to the middle. A few steady overs pass and then Oli opens up with a cracking drive through the off side for four. He is then castled however and Brent comes in at three. Two overs later, and Tarty is also bowled by the fellow who did for Oli. Neither of the dismissed batsmen is happy at being bowled on a classic Hardmoor wicket but, to state the obvious, the SW opening bowlers are making much better use of the new ball than we managed.

Having sulked for the majority of the tea interval, Phil comes in at four and looks to rebuild the innings with Brent. However, Brent soon has a dart at a wide one and walks as his nick is taken by the keeper. Sasi walks to the wicket and promptly watches on as Phil loops up a catch off a shortish ball and Jon is given out caught behind in the same over. In the very next over, Sasi gets a good throat ball which he can only deflect to slip. I don’t know what the score was but we had Matt and Fuddy at the wicket with only eleven overs gone. Twenty something for six rings a bell.

Fuddy lasts a couple of overs and then is bowled, Matt is then similarly dismissed two overs later, and Gere joins Sid at the wicket. This is to be the partnership that sees off the opening bowlers (Newman 5 for 21 and Jeffery 3 for 15) but, to be honest, the two change bowlers we saw didn’t look too shabby. Sid compiles a defiant 18 before getting done by the left arm spinner and then Ben is clean bowled to end our suffering with the score on 60. Gere finishes unbeaten on 12. I haven’t listed the other individual scores but I will tell you that there were four ducks in our innings – Sasi, Jon, Fuddy and Ben.

There are apparently several ways to skin a cat (why would you want to?) but there is only one way back from a defeat like this, and that is to travel to OTs & Romsey and put on a right performance.

