HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date: June 20th 2009

Match: St Cross Syms III at Home

Result: Highfield 104-10 (4 pts) lost to St Cross 107- 4 (22pts) by 7 wkts

It was going to be an unprecedented 6 changes from the previous week until Ish changed his tennis plans to help out. Just the 5 then. Can’t really remember such a bad availability problem as this season. No real dodgy excuses the likes of a ‘Gay Pride March’ or Bon Jovi Concert. Anyway out go Steve (Kids Party), Tart (drug fest in Wales), Matt (seeing the sights of Bude or Louisa), Martin (Round the Island yacht Race) and Tim (back to the Bufs) and in come James, Zia & Jessie from the Bufs and debuts for John Court (Oli’s mate) and Mike Collins (Brents work colleague).

There was a bit of overnight rain but the wicket according to the groundsman was ‘a good one’ and Oli fancied a bat on it first. A good toss to lose was my gut instinct but when the coin came down in our favour my gut kept quiet and I asked St Cross to bowl.

Thought I would end the report there this week and just put the scoresheet in with a few observations.

Phil
Caught mis-timing a drive


0

0-1

Oli
Caught mis-timing a drive


8

20-2

James
Mis-timed pull. Top edge to square leg
1

20-3

Brent
Bowled




7

29-4

Mike
LBW





21

85-5

Jessie
Caught mis-timing a drive


2

94-6

Gere
Caught mis-timing a drive


0

96-7

Ish
Bowled




52

97-8

Foddy
Caught at short cover



1

98-9

John
Caught





2

104-10

Zia
Not Ou
t 5 and he did make us all smile with an audacious reverse sweep for 4 just before the end.



Ish and Mike did their best to get us back on track but even if the wicket wasn’t the best it certainly wasn’t the worst as Ish clearly showed. St Cross’ 5th bowler taking 5 for 25 off 8.1 overs.

St Cross’ opener Newton wasted no time and certainly hit the ball hard and clean. After 2 overs they were already on 25. Gere got the other opener in the next over caught behind and because Newton was still on strike in the 4th took Foddy off after 1 over and gave the ball to Oli. He owed us big time after deciding to return to Vospers, and this was after practically begging us to play him and failing with the bat, oh and asking to bat first….I sense a conspiracy theory!  Anyway Oli settled into a good line and length and the scoring rate slowed slightly and after 6 overs they were on 40. In the 7th over Gere was hit for 9 off his first 3 balls and then went round the wicket to Newton and immediately had him caught at mid off by Zia with a 1 in 10 delivery! A glimmer of hope at 49 – 2. Gere kept mixing up the bowlers and hope was fading fast as Miller & Marks took the score up to 73 in the 14th ove. Then Miller decided on a suicide run to Zia who was at short cover and he somehow back handed the ball to Phil for a good run out. 73-3. 3 overs later and Zia had his 1st Chinchilla wicket when he bowled Foster for a duck. 75 – 4 and we wondered if it wasn’t too late after all. However 6 overs later and we were put out of our misery when Marks hit Oli for 6 to finish the game and Oli’s short Chinchilla life.

A game to forget although it was played in a good spirit and Oli bought a round of drinks!

Bowling figures – Gere 6-1-34-2.  Foddy 6-1-27-0.  Oli 5.3-1-33-0.  Zia 3-1-6-1.  Ish 3-2-2-0 

Next week: home to Hook & Basics II

