Highfield 2nd XI vs Suttoners 3rd XI 8th of August 2009

On our first trip out in over a month we were off to Bournemouth to play Suttoners, who were two places ahead of us in the table. Our team was as follows; Phil, Zia, Swaroop, Sasi, Avi, Tim Allcock, Ben Lees, Jessie, Matt Cutler, Prasana and Ben Schwarz (Captain for the day as Neil was off with the Firsts at Amport). 

The wicket looked green and similar to what we were used to at Riverside or the Sports Centre. Ben was therefore not too disappointed when he lost the toss and we were asked to field. However that optimism soon faded as it became clear that the pitch was fairly slow and dead. Ben and Matt opened up the bowling and a lack of recent match practice soon showed through. Ben dropped a few short and Matt had a smattering of wides in their opening spells, and both failed to make a break through. Zia replaced Ben (5 overs for 22) and after a wayward first over quickly found the good form that he has had all season. He picked up the first wicket of Finch in the 15th over, bowled for 31, with the score on 69. From the other end Avi replaced Matt (7 overs for 31) and immediately kept the scoring rate down and removed the other opener Bennet bowled for 34 by an excellent delivery. This took us into drinks at 88-2, a seemingly very reasonable situation to be at given our lack of match practice. 

After drinks the number four batsman, Beale came to the wicket and immediately upped the scoring rate, latching onto anything short or over pitched. Zia completed his 10 over spell with figures of 10-3-53-1, unfortunately with more than half of the runs conceded coming off the bat of Beale, in his last 3 overs. Prasana was then brought into the attack in the hope of buying a wicket at the expense of a few runs. Although expensive every over included several miscued shots that frustratingly fell into gaps in the field. 

After 8 excellent overs, Avi was replaced by Jessie, but the now set batsmen quickly dispatched anything too short or too full, and he suffered the same treatment as the rest of the bowlers. Ben and Matt returned for the final five overs but could do little to stem the flow of runs and Suttoners ended on 254 for two, scoring 166 runs after the drinks break. The two not out batsment Clifford (76) and Beale (109). The final bowling figures were as follows:
Ben 8-0-44-0, Matt 9-0-55-0, Zia 10-3-53-1, Avi 8-2-25-1, Prasana 4-0-35-0, Jessie 3-0-38-0. 

After tea Phil and Zia opened up the batting with everyone expecting them to get us off to a solid start, on an easy wicket to bat on. We were all surprised then, when in the 2nd over Phil got a cracking delivery from the young Hayman, which he nicked behind and was out for 3. This brought in Swaroop who played out another couple of overs and looked to be setting himself for a long innings. But in the 5th over he blasted a Four and a Six over long off and two balls later he looked to do the same and was clean bowled for 12. 

Sasi then strode to the wicket for his first Highfield innings since Mudeford at Riverside on the 20th of June. He and Zia then put their heads down and put together a solid 29 run partnership before Zia was out LBW to Fagence for 10. Avi then came to the crease and once again looked in excellent form.

For a brief period while Zia and Sasi and then Sasi and Avi were together at the crease it looked like we might have a chance of at least getting near maximum batting points. However it was not to be. Sasi was bowled out for 20 by the left arm spinner, Fitzjohn in the 14th over with the score on 62. Tim was sent in to try and use up a few overs and build a partnership with Avi. Fagence was replaced by the inexperienced Dix (we were told he had hardly bowled before!). It certainly showed as the majority of deliveries in his first over landed in the first 1/3 of the pitch! Avi took 7 runs off his first over, but Tim seemed uncomfortable with the length and popped the ball to a waiting fielder. Avi continued to lay into Dix before being caught off the bowling of Fitzjohn for 23 with the score on 81. 

The collapse continued as the final four wickets fell for just 23 runs. Ben Lees was bowed for 4, Jessie stumped for 3, Matt bowled for 1 and Prasana bowled out for 8 all off the bowling of Fitzjohn who ended with figures of 6-17. The final total was 104, and we achieved a total of 4 points from the game. A lack of match practice probably contributed to the defeat, but we were out played by two Suttoners 2nd XI batsmen, Clifford and Beale (playing regularly in the Dorset Leagues) who came down to play as their game was rained off. 

Next week we are at Riverside Park to face Exbury.
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