HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:      Saturday 6th June 2009

Match:   Highfield II v Swan Green II

Result:   Highfield 146-8 (22pts) bt Swan Green 142ao (8pts) by 2 wickets

Tales of Glory

An afternoon of high drama at the Sports Centre has seen the Buffalos get back to winning ways with a tense finish as wickets were running out. From last weeks defeat to Cadnam we lose Swaroop, Johnson, Alistair and Ben Schwarz who has gone to join Sasi in the firsts. In come Matt, Martin Tilley, Prasana and James. Jim has business to attend to first though and will be at least an hour late. Neil also has to leave early (the usual reason) so we can’t win whether we bat or bowl.

After a small interlude while Swan Green make their way from Hardmoor it’s down to business and for the first time this season Neil loses the toss and we are invited to field. With Jim running late it is Jessi who dons the gloves as Matt starts off with the wind at his back, and delivers a chest high full toss which is smashed for 4. There is plenty in the wicket though to suggest batting won’t be easy as excessive bounce off a length makes it hard work for the batsmen. Neil opens at the other end and his first two pitched up balls are creamed for four by Chandoke. He goes to the well once too often though as the 5th ball evades his huge wipe and hits the stumps. Matt then goes for only 1 off his next over before the game explodes into life. The new man, Kimberley comes out swinging and lays into Neil. Three fours fly off different parts of the bat and run quickly to the short boundary. Luckily the opener Head shows no such ambition and a couple of maidens slow the scoring rate. Once Kimberley gets back on strike it’s a different matter though, even straight good length balls are getting the treatment and a short ball from Matt sails high over the ropes. This is followed by a four and then a single. Head then plays an aggressive shot and hits the ball straight down Avi’s throat to give us our second wicket. Kimberleys luck is about to run out as well, after playing and missing more and more he tries to pull a short ball from Neil that keeps a bit low and hits the middle stump. Swan Green are 63/3 off just 11 overs. Thankfully the new batsmen are a lot more circumspect and gradually the scoring rate drops as the bowlers get on top. The fielders too are buoyed as many runs are saved in the outfield. Jessi is stopping virtually everything as well, which is just as well with only 10 fielders. After conceding 33 from his first 5 overs, Matt then goes for only 11 off his next five. Neil too pegs things back, 28 off his first 5 and just 12 off the next 5. James finally arrives at 3.45 just in time for Neils last over. This frees Jessi to field and plug a few more gaps. With the last ball of his spell, Neil gets an LBW to give him 3/44. Matt has 1/40 and Swan Green are 85/4 off 20. Zia comes on for Matt and with his very first ball gets a load of swing and strikes the stumps. Unfortunately we then get 3 wides and a four before the over ends. Prasana comes on for Neil and concedes just a single from his first over. Zia then drops one short and a huge six sails over the fence. Next ball sees the stumps re-arranged again and then Zia bowls the new man first ball. 85/3 has become 100/7 and Neil starts to get excited about an early finish. The lower order gradually begin to eke out some valuable runs though, running well and hitting the odd ball for 4.Thirty one are added for the 8th wicket when Zia gets his 4th bowled of the innings and in his next over he becomes the first Highfield player this season to take 5 wickets with yet another bowled. Prasana then lures the last man out of his crease to leave Jim to whip off the bails and the innings ends at 142 with 8 overs remaining. Prasana has 1/25 and Zia the impressive return of 5/33 off 7.                                          

With Neil being picked up at 6.45 he briefly considers opening the batting but immediately banishes this crazy thought and sends out the old guard of messrs Newell and Terry. The first over is a shocker from Chandana who gets carried away with the bounce and concedes 4 extras and a sumptious 4 from Malc. Thereafter though, the accumulation of runs becomes a hard slog. Walter finds an excellent length from the off and a well placed field keeps the rate down to just over 2 an over. James takes advantage of what little loose stuff there is as we start to eat away at the required total. Walter eventually makes the breakthrough when James, attempting to up the scoring drives the ball in the air to mid off for 17. Martin comes in and four extras help us to 32/1. Malc then comes out of his shell and strikes Chandana for four but is caught next ball. We then get a couple of wides before Avi gets a beauty and is adjudged caught behind for a duck. It is a profitable over for runs but 2 wickets have set us right back. Ben comes out to join Martin and after another maiden Walter comes off with 1/15, keeping 3 overs in hand. The change bowling is a bit looser and Martin and Ben both hit fours. After adding 23 for the fourth wicket Ben is caught for 7. Chandana then wraps up his 10 overs with 2/34, Martin seeing him on his way with a another lovely timed 4. Tim comes in to steady the ship but Martin has the bit between his teeth. A huge six disappears down the hill and the favourite cut shot is out as well as the fielders are dispatched to the long boundary for the first time in the game. 28 runs are added to take the score on to 88 before Martin keeps up his 100% record of getting out LBW. He has scored a vital 38 though and given us a shout of victory. Time is running out for Neil with Martin being dismissed at 6.26 so he goes in for a quick thrash. This works out just right as a new bowler comes on at the same time. He only bowls 2 overs but Neil hits him for three fours and there are also 6 wides. The frugal McDonald also goes to the ropes twice with Tim joining in as well. 33 are added in just 5 overs so the opener Walter comes back and strikes with his 3rd ball to snare Tim LBW for 5. His time at the crease has been vital though, when he came in we had 60 and when he departed we are 121/6. With the time going past 6.45 and Neils wife waiting in the distance he gets Martin to ring her and try and get a few more minutes but the plea falls on deaf ears. With hindsight this was a bad move, only one player in the club could have got away with this phone call and Ishy was probably off playing ping pong somewhere. Neils cavalier knock only lasted 2 more balls however as a huge wipe at McDonald only found fresh air and the stumps were splattered. His score of 22 was his highest league score for 17 years, also witnessed that day by Malc and Jimmy.

 Martin Tilley takes up the story.                                                                                                                                                                "After the team had recovered from the sight of Neil hitting several 

fours including on the off side, Zia and Jessie only had a short 

partnership, broken when the former was given out caught. However this was not a straight forward affair as Avi, who was umpiring, wasn't sure if the ball had hit the bat. After discussing it with Ben (at square leg) he raised his finger as he returned to his position.  It wasn't clear if Zia saw this as he wasn't keen to leave the crease.  Zia later said it came off his forearm - but the umpires decision is final and is what counts.  After that Jessie and Prasana seemed to elect to get the remaining runs in singles, until the latter drilled the ball past the bowler to the mid-on boundary and relieved what pressure that remained. At this point the score on the board was being changed run by run, and it was only a few balls later that the scores were level.  Prasana then flicked the ball off his legs to the boundary to seal the win. Swan Green were magnanimous in defeat and wished us well in the remaining fixtures.

There was a short debate about man of the match - should we give it to Zia for five wickets, or should it go to the best all round contribution, amazingly from Neil.  It was never resolved.

Next week: Away to Bashley on the artificial  

