HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:          Saturday 4th July 2009  

Match:       Trojans III v Highfield II

Result:       Highfield 190ao (23pts) bt Trojans 126ao (9pts) by 64 runs

Sharpshooter

After last weeks ridiculous decision by Southampton Council to call off all it’s games (the only 4 matches out of over 200 to be cancelled) we are back in the saddle with an away match at Hardmoor to face Trojans 3s.

From the Mudeford game we lose Sasi, Alistair, Dharmin and Ali to be replaced by Martin Tilley, Jessi, Zia and Ben Schwarz. There is also a huge welcome to Uday who has come along to umpire.
Neil loses the toss and with the wicket getting a 2 hour soaking in the morning the only sensible decision is to insert. This pays immediate dividends for Trojans when Malcolm plays all round a straight one and is bowled for 1 in the first over. Swaroop hits the other opener for a couple of fours but in trying to do the same to the other bowler hits it high in the air to be caught for 11 in the 5th over. Avi joins Martin at the crease and they both hit an early 4 to get going. The bowling then tightens up considerably and only 7 runs come off the next 6 overs. The shower has spruced up the wicket and some balls off a length are getting head high. Neither batsman panic though and gradually the score starts to tick over again. As you would expect, Avi is the more dominant of the two but Martin ticks over the singles and gives Avi the strike whenever possible. Two crunching fours from Avi see the opener taken off and his replacement disappears down the hill when a full toss is bowled at his chest. After bowling 4 overs for just 16, Gibbons loses his line completely and serves up a 9 ball over that goes for 19. He is replaced by the spinner, Lankage who bowls a maiden to take us to drinks where we are handily placed at 93/2. Avi seems to have little difficulty playing him though and brings up his first 50 of the season shortly after.  Trojans bring on a 6th bowler and after a tight start he entices Martin to hit out and he is caught for 17. The pair have put on a superb 84 to set us up for a decent score. Tim comes in but finds scoring difficult, especially against the spinner. Avi is really into his stride though and his placement is amazing, regularly dissecting the fielders. Every bowler seems to give him a full toss as well which always ends up going for four. He goes from 68 to 84 courtesy of four fours in one over and even Tim superbly off drives the spinner for four. 37 are added before Tim falls in unusual fashion. The ball from Lankage goes through to the keeper, Tim grounds his bat then walks out of his crease, the keeper hits the stumps and Tim is given out stumped. Another lesson learned states the philosophical Tim! Ben enters the fray but only lasts 2 balls, however thanks to Avi 16 have been added to take us to 155/5. Ben just feathers the ball through to the keeper to give the spinner his second wicket. Jessi joins Avi who brings up his first Highfield ton with yet another four. A feature of Avi’s excellent innings has been his ability to rein himself in immediately after hitting a four (Roopy take note!) this occasion is no exception as he takes the single on offer to give Jessi the strike. The whole field comes in to crowd the new batsman who then goes over the top to the mid wicket boundary. The pair add 25 in four overs before Avi’s fine knock comes to an end. It is a brilliant catch as well, low off the ground just in from the boundary. His 119 is the second highest ever total for the Buffalos, beaten only by Gibbos 145*. Zia comes in, gets a couple of singles while Jessi hits another two fours and we reach the start of the 39th over at 190/6, more than well placed to get maximum batting points. It is also the spinners final over. First ball, Zia is bowled for 2, second ball Prasana is also bowled and the hat trick ball has shades of Warne about it as the ball pitches well outside off stump and takes Ben’s leg stump. Neil gets a similar ball which cuts him in half and somehow misses everything but next ball he darts up the wicket only to be given LBW. Lankage finishes with 7/41 from 9.5 overs and we are all a bit shell shocked. It just shows us how good Avi has played and why he only came on after 4 other bowlers! Still 190 is the highest score at Hardmoor this season and more than we could have hoped for after being inserted.

For some reason we are not allowed to use any of the facilities at Hardmoor, including Showers, Loos, changing room, car park and the fancy new electronic scoreboard. So we troop over to Trojans for a very nice tea. 

With Roop not feeling in the peak of health, Jessi is entrusted with the gloves. Ben bowls the first over, at the end of it we have managed to drop 2 catches! First Malcolm,in the slips, and then Jessi, neither chance easy though. Zia bowls a tight first over and then two balls into Ben’s second over we get the breakthrough with Tim taking the catch. In comes Mr Lankage, currently running neck and neck with Avi for man of the match. Bens first ball to him is slightly short, he steps back with all the time in the world and pulls it to the mid wicket boundary. Next ball is much fuller and he smites through the offside, all along the ground for four. At this point the guy is looking like a total ringer but we shouldn’t have worried as he goes after the third ball and drags it onto his stumps. Zia concedes just a single off the next over before Ben picks up his third wicket. The opener who enjoyed the two lives tries to pull a good length ball but can only spoon it over his shoulder to Malcolm at slip who this time gleefully takes the catch. Trojans are 14/3 after 5 overs and in a drop of trouble. French and Tong are at the wicket and the former looks awful. He swings his bat at everything and invariably he misses. Tong looks much more restrained and happy to take singles to push the score along. The score crawls along to 22/3 off 9 before things start to liven up. After swinging and missing, French finally connects and hits Zia for two fours and follows this up with a big six off Ben. Neil comes on for Zia and the first ball he bowls to French sails towards the motorway, he tries to repeat this next ball but gets a faint nick through to Jessi who takes the catch. The new batsman Weeks doesn’t hang around when he comes in and takes 12 off of Neils 3rd over. After going at around 2 runs an over all season on dodgy strips the skipper is taking a bit of stick at one of his least favourite grounds. Ben on the other hand is rather enjoying himself and picks up his 4th wicket when Tong mistimes a drive and pops it back to the bowler for a simple catch. It is Ben’s 50th wicket for the club, a fine effort. Ben finishes his spell with 4/41 off ten and with Neil finally bowling a few tight overs we reach drinks at 88/5. Their skipper, Hill is next in and a left hander to boot. After 3 decent shouts for LBW against him Neil gets a lecture from the umpire on why he won’t be getting a decision any time soon! No matter as Avi strikes in his second over, Hill leathers the ball straight to Neil at mid off (only just put there by Martin) where he takes a catch it or wear it effort, 95/6. Weeks is still going strong though and gets to 31 before Neil picks up his second wicket. The ball beats him and his weight carries him forward out of his crease, whilst he is still falling, Jessi throws the stumps down to leave him stranded and Trojans are 109/7. With the rate climbing, Zia comes back for Neil (2/39 off 8) and second over in castles the new batsman who smashes his bat into the pitch in anger. For some reason which I never did find out, their umpire talks Uday into changing ends so he can stand at Avi’s end. He promptly no balls him 3 times in 1 over! Neil takes him off anyway as he has done the trick with 1/20 off 5 and brings on Prasana. Zia then takes the 9th wicket to give Tim his second catch and 3 balls into Prasanas second over the game ends with an LBW to give him 1/5. Zia ends with 2/19 off 8 and we have won by a handsome margin. Once again we have fielded really well all around the ground and put pressure on the batsman. 23 points lifts us in to the top half of the table but we still have some tough matches to come.

Next week:  Brockenhurst at Riverside Park   
