HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY DIVISION 3

Date:     Saturday 15th August 2009  

Match:  Highfield v Vospers

Result:  Highfield 179 ao (9pts) lost to Vospers 185 for 8 (22pts) by 6 runs

Rain was not going to affect this match, so there was an opportunity to get a second victory at Hardmoor. The team as usual changed again. Neil and Sarg dropping out , with Greg Johnston (a friend of Greg Holloway) and Tim proud - his first appearance for 2 years I think - replacing them.

Vospers skipper Dean Charrett won the toss and decided to bat, something Gere would have done himself. Mark Boriani - one of Vospers openers - ran passed me into the changing room rubbing his hands, obviously pleased with the decision. 

Gere decided to keep the same opening bowling attack. He started but five of his first six balls were short. I (Ish) could not get his line or length early on ,running into a string headwind. Both batsman were given the opportunity to play their shots. After 5 overs Gere took himself off and brought on Matt, who bowled well, but was giving away extras each over. I had got into a rhythm, and the openers struggled to score runs off of me. Dean Charrett was the more attacking batsman, in fact as the overs went by, Borianni got more and more reserved.

In the end, I got the break through, Charrett getting a leading edge and providing an easy return catch. Oli Knight came to the wicket looking rather nervous. Ish completed his spell and was replaced ny Foddy who set the game alight with 2 wickets in 2 balls, trapping Boriani in front for a slowly crafted 16 and then bowling Higgins with one that nipped back. The hatrick ball almost produced the required result, but I couldn't hold onto a very difficult chance at short cover. Dickinson didn't last long after this half chance and Vospers lost 4 wickets for about 20 runs. One could say a match winning partnership tool place. Knight (63) and J Charrett (31), took the score from around 70 to 150 ish. Gere tried to break up the partnership by using leg spinner Greg J, he was was rusty, bowling a mixture of unplayable balls and full tosses. After the breakthrough wickets started to fall and a final score of 185 was posted.

Gere 9-0-45-3 Ish 10-4-17-1 Matt 10-0-40-1 Foddy 10-2-33-3 Greg 6-0-47-0
Another fantastic tea courtesy of Gere anf Foddy was enjoyed.

The HCC innings started well, with Ish and Chris getting boundries, but in the 3rd over, Ish (6) tried to turn one to leg which brushed his glove and was caught behind. Whilst in the changing, he did not realise Brent (0) had shouldered arms and was bowled 2 balls later , hence his surprise when he came out and asked him what number he was batting.

It really was not going to be our day, Keith (8) slashed at a full toss and was caught at 2nd slip by Oli. Then Chris (37) - who had batted as well as I had seen him for a long time, was plumb to a short ball from Oil's off spin, that did not get up as he tried to pull it. Jimmy (3) gave a gentle catch and we were on the back foot. Matt and Greg H started to rebuild and took us from about 60-5 to 98-6, when Matt (21)was out to a soft dismissal. Greg J (21 - using Ishy's bat) then started to build a partnership with Greg H (34), they took the score to 151, but in the space of 4 balls, both of them and Foddy (a graceful slash outside off stump) were out. Tim (18) and Gere (8) were going to have to be our saviours. The scoring rate crept up gradually. Tim made some lusty blows (using Ishys bat), and this pair took to the final over, where we needed 9 to win, alas Tim (18) mishit one and the game was over with us 6 runs short and 2 balls left.

A very frustrating result really, but a great team performance. 

