HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3

Saturday 29th August 2009

Highfield v Wellow & Plaitford

Result Highfield 169 – 2 (24 pts) beat  Wellow & Plaitford 168 all out by 7 wkts

No sooner than the summer starts the season ends, but a star is born.

Unlike the majority of the season the team was selected a good 5 days before but there were the mandatory 4 changes with 1 change being made 1 hour before the start. In come Steve, Phil & Sarge fresh from their travels, replacing Tim (back to the bufs), Louie (recovering from his efforts last week) and Adam (off to the Carnival in Notting Hill). The late change was Greg ‘Sid’ Johnston calling in sick (hangover we suspect) at 12:30 but to his credit replacing himself with Dan Czaiki who makes his league debut, having played his first Highfield game the previous Thursday against a Welsh touring team.

With our County 3 status safe for another season Gere offers Tart the chance to skipper the last game in order to give everyone a chance to have a good look at possibly next seasons skipper and decide whether to vote for him at the AGM or stand against him! He immediately loses the toss and Wellow decide to bat which is a great pity as we probably have one of our strongest batting line ups of the season.

Wellow are a player short for their last game with the majority of their 1st s dropping down to try to assist their 2nds who are in a relegation battle in Regional Div 2 NW (they survived by the way)

Greg H retains the gloves from his impressive last week display and Phil spends most of his time at the first slip and manages to drop 2 relatively easy chances off of Ish and Matt during the innings. Ish & Gere open the Highfield innings for a 3rd time on the trott and Ish finds his line and length almost immediatey whilst Gere struggles with his length and is dispatched to the square leg boundary a few times more than he would like from his opening 5 overs. After conceding 29 from his 5 overs the Ex-skipper offers a bit of advice to the skipper elect, to take the pace off and Gere is replaced by Sarge. This immediately slows the runs and Sarge makes the breakthrough in the 14th over when he has Draycott caught off a low full toss at mid on by Tart for 24. 4 overs later and Sarge has his 2nd wicket when he bowls Trutwein for 7. In the meantime Ish finishes his 10 overs for 28 runs but surprisingly is wicketless in his spell (I’m sure he had a word with Phil during the break) and is replaced by Foddy. 

The score plods along to 85 from 23 overs with the odd bad ball from Foddy being easily dispatched to the boundary by the opener Larbalestier, whilst Sarge continues to cause the batsmen problems with his experienced off spin. Wellow are then in serious trouble when Sarge takes his 3rd & 4th wickets in 2 balls in the 24th over. The first caught by the yet unknown star player Dan and then Vince is plumb lbw for a golden. The field closes in for the hattrick ball but the new batsman keeps his head and his wicket in tact.

Matt replaces Sarge after his productive and miserly 8 overs (8-4-4-12) to see if his pace can unnerve the new batsmen but after a few stray deliveries from both Foddy and Matt it’s not until the 36th over that our next breakthrough comes. The score pushes on to 142 from 35 overs and Wellow appear to have weathered the difficult patch and have pushed the run rate to 4 an over. Matt however has other ideas and begins to bowl the fuller ball which pays dividends in the 36th over when he clean bowls Sampson for 21 and 2 overs later does the same to the new batsmen Taylor for a duck. Wellow are now in danger of not posting a decent score on a superb batting track and are 154 – 6 after 38.

Foddy confirms this prognosis when, in his last over, (the 39th) he makes his bowling figures look far better by snapping 2 wickets. He bags a caught & bowled to remove the opener for a resilient 71 and then clean bowls the new batsmen. The innings is almost over at 158 – 8 and Sarge comes back to try to get his fifth wicket which he duly accomplishes when Greg whips off the bails for a fine stumping, although his keeping wasn’t quite as good as his last weeks efforts and he received a few words of advice from Ish during the tea break, who by the way, has kept at a higher standard.

Wellow & Plaitford finish on 168, which we are sure is nowhere near enough on such a good track, but judging by earlier season batting performances…you never know!

Bowling figs: Ish 10-2-28-0  Gere 5-0-29-0  Sarge 10-4-15-5  Foddy 10-1-57-2  

Matt 8-1-28-2

Tea is taken and despite lasts weeks match winning opening partnership by Ish & Gere they are ruthlessly discarded by the skipper elect and replaced by the part timers Taylor & Colmer.  This proves to be a match winning decision as they are both back in the clubhouse after 5 overs with the score on 24. Brent replaces Phil in the 3rd over who is bowled for 4 and the star of the day Dan (sorry Sarge) replaces Steve who is lbw’d for 11 in the 5th over. 13 overs later the game is over…..

Dan immediately shows signs of not hanging around and bludgeons almost every ball he faces for 4 or 6 and Brent shows his experience by spotting this early on and gives Dan the strike at every opportunity forfeiting his own scoring opportunities, what a clubman!  The 3rd wicket partnership smashes 145 in just 13 overs with Dan ‘I’m quicker than Usain Bolt’ Czaiki plundering 115 not out off just 59 balls with his 100 coming off 47 balls!! Brent has finished on 19 not out and Highfield take maximum points from their last game and leapfrog Wellow and Longparish to finish in the top half of the table.

This brings to an end Gere’s reign as skipper, but he hopefully leaves the first team in a healthier position than previous years due to the influx of some good looking Solent players (that’s in cricketing ability looks and not physical looks as they are probably the ugliest looking blokes you’d ever want to meet). However if availability had been a bit more consistent throughout the season then perhaps a top 4 finish was on the cards but overall a good positive finish to the season and definitely something for the new skipper to build on next season especially with the Solent boys bringing the average age of the team below 40. 

A big thank you to Lisa and Foddy for serving up some great teas during the year, and to Ian for his 2 lbw’s. Seriously though, thanks Ian for being such a reliable and fair umpire.

The Sunshine Tour to look forward to next weekend followed by the Indoor Season starting on September 21st at the Rose Bowl

