26th July

Highfield 255 for 6 (22 points) beat Fareham and Crofton 195 all out (8 points). 

With the last two weeks washed out, we were back to Hardmoor for just the fourth time this season and remarkably given the fortress it had been in recent years, we were still to record out first win. This record was set straight with what turned out to be a comfortable victory against a team containing some of our old adversaries from Sexton Gould.

There had been quite a bit of weather around, although the wicket looked pretty good to me. However Gere was keen to have a bowl, perhaps last year’s game against Vospers lingered in the memory, so it was fortunate that he lost the toss and the Fareham skipper decided to have a bowl. 

Ish and Steve (average season’s partnership 191 opened) and were both soon into their stride. Ish was in particularly good form, as ever, stroking a number of handsome boundaries all around the wicket. Steve was the first to fall for 25, holing out lamely to cover. Brent came in at number 3, and soon showed he was back in form with a busy innings of 38. However catastrophe befell him during this knock as he pulled a hamstring. A harsher man than me would say that he was not used to batting for this long. 

Greg replaced Brent and looked good before being bowled for 16. Ish also departed around this time for a well made 85 and it was a surprise when he fell rather tamely with another ton in sight and when Avi was bowled for 5 the innings was in danger of coming off the rails. However there followed an extraordinary innings from Matt who smashed 5 sixes in just 15 balls, scoring 40 before being dismissed. And also before describing each one in detail to Louisa. Meanwhile Jimmy was batting sensibly and rotating the strike and ended up on 28 not out. So we finished on 255-6 in our 45 overs, which thanks to Matt’s late onslaught was about 30 or 40 more than it looked like at the 40 over mark. 

Fareham started their uphill task against Matt and Sid. Matt initially had trouble locating the radar although he was unlucky when a catch behind went begging. With Sid getting punished for the odd loose ball, the innings started at quite a rate. Gere effected a double change bringing himself and the labouring Fuddy into the attack. 

However it was the introduction of golden arm Ish that brought us the first wicket, gaining a slightly fortuitous lb decision (their ump) against King who fell for 34. When the other opener Tucker hit one to Matt in the covers and departed for 50 that was pretty much it for Fareham. Sid picked up the ex Sexton Gould skipper Dave Edwards for 7 and then Ish got another wicket, courtesy of a catch from Avi. 

A decent partnership developed between Pennicott and Kent which caused Gere to bring back Matt. Matt’s second spell was right on the money, as he found a much better length and cleaned up the Fareham innings. There were also a further wicket for Sid and one for Avi, as the innings closed on 195, giving us a victory by 60 runs. 

Bowling figures: Matt 8.2-2-31-4, Sid 9-0-46-2, Gere 7-0-34-0, Fuddy 4-0-18-0, Ish 9-1-32-3, Avi 6-0-290-1.

