Longparish v Highfield

 22nd August 2009

Highfield (24) bt Longparish (6) by 7 wickets

After the disappointment of the Vospers home defeat, a relatively youthful Highfield 11 headed up to Andover, as we had done a fortnight ago when we visited Amport.

This time Longparish were the lucky hosts, a fixture which usually brings back memories of Stewart slapping us around the park! Todays skipper Tarty had some difficulty in arriving on time to toss, but fortunately, Stewart wasn't there at all. Gere called incorrectly, but got the result he and Tarty wanted anyway, as the home side elected to make first use of the pitch. Gere opened up with Ish, not for the first time today, and immediately found his rhythm including a couple of maidens on the trot (no, I don't mean the local village girls passed us on horseback). Meanwhile, Ish was thinking about bowling another maiden over, as it transpired. In fact Ish was the bowler of choice for the younger opener who chanced his arm in the first two overs which resulted in a flurry of fours of a variety of timing. These included an edged four, at which point Ishy asked him if he had bought his lottery ticket yet. But he has played at a higher standard you know, has Ish, and has got his balls to swing in this neck of the woods before, and used all this experience to clutch his third caught and bowled in as many weeks as he sent the lad back for 24. His victim tried in vain to put Ish off with cries of "keep running, keep running" to his partner. Naturally this was the response the youngster received after Ish caught the ball - after 2 overs he had figures of 1 for 24! The new batsman and surviving opener continued to muster the odd boundary off Ish but meanwhile the miserly Gere was still causing problems and eventually got his reward with his first lbw from Ian for 17 years (allegedly) and the other opener had perished for 18. The hosts were 48 for 2 from only 9 overs but from there on the runs began to dry up as the field closed in and the pressure was intensified with Adam showing smart hands at short mid-wicket whilst on the other side of the strip, Louis' displayed a willingness to get down to the ball having watched Brent show him a couple of diving efforts in the covers. Only the odd single came for the next few overs as the No.4 looked like a rabbit in the headlights. After a superb 7 overs for 14 and the 'elusive' leg before, Gere was replaced by Matt who also immediately found rhythm bowling down the hill. At the other end, Fuddy stepped in for Ish who was unfortunate to pick up just the one wicket from his 10 overs for 53. It didn't take Fuddy long to induce the now, suddenly confident No.4 in to a heaving fresh air to leg and his skittles tumbled for 17. At drinks, the hosts were 90 for 3 from 23 overs. Immediately after drinks, Matt was replaced by little Greg after 5 top overs for only 15. At the other end big Greg's hands had warmed up in the gloves after a long spell in the wicket-keeping wilderness and together Big Greg and Little Greg chatted and span the next 2 men out. First the Longparish No.5 fell victim to a Warne/Gatting delivery, pitching outside leg and taking the top of off, it was simply unplayable and he disappeared for 2. Then having spilled a sharp caught and bowled chance, Greg got his revenge on the well-established No.3 Lister with a similar delivery to his first scalp, this time with a little less turn and thus taking the outside edge which his namesake gratefully accepted and Lister was gone for 37. Suddenly the hosts were 119 for 5 and didn't look like they had much left to offer. Back to his best again, Fud was moving the ball both ways with accuracy and he removed 6 and 7 firstly thanks to a great catch in the deep from Gere, just after letting one through his legs for four, and secondly to another catch stood up to the stumps for the new gloveman. Highfields newly appointed leg-spinner then gave way for the return of Matt who was brought on to clean up the tail. Batsmen 9 and 10 soon disappeared in consecutive balls as Matt duly delivered, skittling the No.10 after inducing an edge from No.9 and a 3rd catch for Greg. For the second successive game the field was in for a hat-trick ball but it wasn't to be. The eighth man in for the hosts, Blackmore, was providing some late resistance and was unlucky not to score more having utterly hammered the hardest shot seen this season at Tim in the covers - somehow he pulled out a stop falling to his right when most in the club would have dived the other way. Blackmore did however come up with a couple of lusty blows for 6 firstly off Fuddy and then off Matt, but the young Kangaroo got his revenge as he pouched his 3rd wicket having hit the stumps for the second time and the villagers had struggled to 165 all out from 38.4 overs.

The figures were as follows: Gere 7-2-14-1. Ish 10-2-53-1. Matt 8.4-3-32-3. Fuddy 9-1-33-3. Greg J 4-0-20-2.

Just for continuity sake, Ish and Gere opened up the reply and after a circumspect 3 from 3 overs, they started to put bat to ball. Ishy found the boundary with his trademark cover drive as Gere slowly adjusted to his new and temporary role as opener with a single followed by a couple. Then the runs really began to flow as we skipped to 40 from 8 overs with Gere hammering a straight four and one off the back foot. Ish was now beginning to show his class, well he has played at a higher standard (sorry Ish), and he scored all round the wicket as we rolled on to 70 from 16 overs. However the next one brought about the demise of Ish as he opened the face and drove straight to gully for 34. 71 for 1 became 80 for 2 as Gere was bowled, also for 34 but not before he had clouted one off middle stump through straight mid-wicket for four. Brent went for nothing and Greg the glove for 3, both in the same manner as Gere and suddenly we had slumped to 85 for 4. The home side were now sniffing a chance of finally getting a foothold in the game but Tarty's first ball was a low full toss on leg stump which he gleefully punched through mid-wicket for four. At the other end, Matt, who had come in at No.5, started to hit firmly through the line of the ball and as in recent times began to accumulate at a healthy rate, smashing 3 fours off the left armer, and 3 overs after the pair had joined in the middle, the target was down to 56 at 110 for 4 from 27 overs. The field had gone quiet again now, apart from the chatty keeper/opening bat and the host skipper turned back to his experienced opening bowler Clarke, who it has to be said, had bowled very well earlier to Ish and Gere with absolutely no luck. Tarty strode down the wicket after a single and advised Matt to have a look at the returning seamer before continuing his assault on the hosts. This obviously means something else in the Australian cricket thesaurus as Matt just looked at him as he ran in first delivery back, then smacked him back over his head in to the filed for 6. Nine runs came from the over and then eight from the next as Tarty mainly dealt in singles and twos. He and Matt were now making light work of the task in hand and at the 30 over mark, the board showed 130 for 4. Matt was then dropped as he slammed another off drive on the up and made the parish pay dearly for the misdemeanor with another two masterful boundaries. With the finishing line in sight, Matt and Tart eased through the next few overs, determined to keep the partnership unnbroken now it had passed the 50 mark. Matt completed affairs with 2 more fours as we reached and passed the opposition total with 7.2 overs to spare, finishing on 169 for 4. Matt ended up 49 not out and Tart 26 not out in their unbeaten stand of 84 for the 5th wicket. A top effort from all had bagged us 24 points and much jollyness was had by all at the Cricketers.

