Highfield CC vs Andover

Highfield came into this game having been made very aware of its significance by Ian who “reliably” informed us that with his prediction chart we were due to be relegated unless we won this game.  With that positive thought in our minds as well as Steve’s superior tossing ability to Brent’s Highfield were able to win the toss and choose to bat on a very lopsided pitch.

Both Ishy and Steve were due a decent knock as they strolled to the middle together to open the innings in the absence of Colmer.  Both looked determined from the outset and showed plenty of positive intent and had the side 53-0 after 12 overs.  This aggressive and impressive batting continued until after the drinks break and the score had raced to a highly impressive 144-0 after 24 overs with Steve having raced to 81.  Unfortunately the cunning mind tricks of their keeper, asking him what the record opening stand at the ground was left Steve thinking about questions for the tea time teaser rather than the bowling and he was out in the next over.  Ishy was joined in the middle by Gordon ‘the northener’ Neve and after several nudges was left stranded when a miss-communication between him and Isherwood left Gordon well out of his ground, as he came of the pitch his face was the epitome of joy and delight.  Because Ishy is such a nice bloke, he felt extremely bad and after quickly notching up another 50 for the season he got himself out so he could come and apologise to Gordon.

Francis and Brent than took on the mantle of scoring runs, something they did with great speed.  Francis began cautiously by his standards but soon settled into a quick scoring pattern and Brent provided able support, the pair putting on 90 runs in just 12 overs.  When Brent eventually departed Francis, having secured another 50, was joined by Chris “Mr” Eades.  Chris played an innings with very little concern for technical strokes or ability but put on a quick partnership of 30 from the last 4 overs before Chris was bowled playing one “attractive” shot too many leaving Francis undefeated on 72.  The total of 283 was well deserved for a strong performace.

Fuddy and Gere opened up in traditionally tight fashion with the opposition only going at 4 an over for the first 6 overs, well below the asking rate.  This mean economy rate was not to last, however, as both men received punishing blows, though Gere was able to dismiss both openers.  Gere and Fuddy were replaced by Chris “Mr” Eades and Ishy.  Both bowled reasonably well, with Chris claiming an important wicket of the big hitting number 3 as well as his first maiden for the season but he once again proved relatively expensive if dangerous.  Luckily Ishy maintained his track record of tight bowling and produced a 9 over spell at 3 an over whilst claiming a wicket.  At 28 overs with Andover 146-3 it looked as if it would be an extremely tight game but Highfield were able to take regular wickets.  The bowling was rotated after these spells, Tim ‘metronome’ Goodall bowling well but only claiming one wicket, Fuddy returning to claim two important wickets and Matt Ashe claiming two wickets bowling a combination of excellent balls and his customary wides.  Highfield applied pressure for a couple of overs but were unable to claim the final wicket until Gere got their number 10 to nick one to Gordon’s safe hands.  In the end Andover were dismissed for 227, a relatively comfortable but nonetheless vital win for Highfield.
