REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:        Saturday 5th June

Match:     Bashley V v Highfield II

Result:     Highfield 229-5 (23pts) bt Bashley 150-9 (7pts) by 79 runs

Malcolm Terry, the clubs current elder statesman has shown you can get better as you get older with a superb match winning innings on the plastic at Bashley. After carrying his bat against Paultons a year ago for a gritty 54 ,this time he knocked up an unbeaten 68 to put the game out of reach for Bashleys youngsters. 

For the first time this season we were down to the bare bones as Malcolm, Ben Lees, Matt Cutler and Neil came in for Avi Srini, Craig and Ben Wythe.

With only one recognised batsman skipper Ben Schwarz won the toss and decided to bat electing to open with Malcolm and Adam. After a delayed start (bad traffic in Forest, Neil having no sense of direction, Jessi oversleeping, Adam only having 1 sock) we are finally off at 2.17, only to stop again at 2.20 as Adam realises he is wearing studs. No one has a compatible pair to match his hobbit feet so we have a 10 minute delay while he takes his studs out, much to the chagrin of Davies from Bashley. The break gives us a chance to watch an ex Pakistani international creaming the Bashley Southern League players on the main pitch.
Finally we are underway and the game takes a similar path to last years fixture with extras taking an early lead. Our plan is to bat the 42 overs, pick up 40 extras and everyone better their highest score for the season. Adam does this comfortably when he hits a 2 in the second over and is in uncharted territory when he cuts a four in the next. Due to be dug up and replaced in the close season, the strip has become a bit two paced and this contributes to Adam spooning one up shortly after and is caught for 7 as we are 15/1. Ben Lees, playing his first game this season gets just a single and he too falls in the same way and we are 19/2 in the 7th over. Sasi gets a couple of friendly full tosses to start with and gratefully puts them away for four to pass the becalmed Malcolm. Sasi dominates the strike and is looking in fine form. He hits the opener out of the attack but then nibbles the last ball of an 8 ball over and is caught for 20. We are 45/3 after 11 overs and Malcolm has 2 runs to his name. Tim Allcock also beats his highest score of the season but is out for just 4, caught also. Jessi is the new man and after playing himself in starts to hit a few shots. Malcolm then starts to get in on the act, hitting some punishing cover drives that sound like a rifle being fired. The quick singles also increase as Jessi pushes Malcolm for every run going. Some of the bowling gets a bit ragged as the extras start to mount. We reach drinks at 85/4 and thereafter the scoring rate takes off. 22 come off the next 3 overs before Jessi is bowled for 24, also his highest score of the season. We are 107/5 with 17 overs left. Zia comes in and can only watch as Malcolm hits the new bowler for 3 fours on the trot in a 15 run over. The Bashley opener returns but Malcolm is in 4th gear now hitting another boundary to take him to 48. The next ball looks like 4 but is brilliantly stopped and he can only take a single. That should really have been it for Malcolm as in the next over he spoons the ball up but it lands inside 3 fielders. Zia screams for the run and Malcolm just makes his ground for his 3rd Highfield 50. The Bashley opener Read has bowled really well but his last two overs are pummelled by Zia for 5 fours and he finishes with 1/48. The other opener Larvin is similarly treated, but this is more painful as he drops one short, Zia is on to it like a flash and lofts it over the club house, over the nets and through the windscreen of the wicket keepers daughters’ car. He is parked between Ben Lees and Matt Cutler and his number plate is WHY! Zia brings up his first Highfield 50 shortly after as we reach maximum batting points. Zia hits another 6 off the first ball of the last over and then gets a single, Malcolm has a big wipe but fails to connect and the wicket keeper offers him some friendly advice about not chucking it away so Malcolm blocks the rest of the over to finish unbeaten on a superb 68. Zia is also not out on 60 and the pair have added 122. Since tea we have rattled up 144 runs. We have picked up 45 extras and Sasi is the only batsman not to have bettered his seasons score (45)!

Neil and Leben open the bowling and apart from dangerman Ransom hitting Neil for 6 in the second over Bashley are soon falling behind the rate. The fielding is top class and we’re not giving extras away either. Leben gets the breakthrough when Dexter-Smith has a slash and Malcolm takes an incredible reflex catch at slip before being mobbed by his team mates. 19/1 soon becomes 27/2 as Ben catches Ransom at gully off Neil and we have raced through 11 overs. Leben comes off after taking 1/19 off 7 and Neil bowls his 10 straight through taking 1/25. At drinks Bashley are 64/2 and in need of acceleration. Ben Schwarz starts tidily but Matt gets clattered for 13 off his first over. His second over is much better and his third sees the next wicket with Sasi claiming the catch. The new man is bowled for a duck by Matt and Bashley are stuttering at 87/4. Davies is batting well though after a difficult start and takes Ben for a maximum to move into the thirties. With the rate creeping above 8 an over the pressure is beginning to tell. It is probably our best fielding display of the season so far. With the score on 104 Ben finally gets some reward when the batsman tries to pull the ball but can only glove it round the corner where Jessi pounces on it for a  caught behind. Davies is still playing some nice shots but loses another partner when Adam takes a catch to give Matt his third wicket. Top scorer Davies is next to go for 66, steering the ball to Sasi for Matts fourth victim. Despite having 2 more overs he can’t quite get the 5th wicket although there are a couple of chances which just avoid the close field. Ben finishes with 1/44 off 10 and Adam comes on with immediate success. He strikes with his second ball as Matt returns the compliment with a catch. Next over he gets his second wicket with a caught and bowled and we have 4 overs to get the last wicket. Matt ends with 4/40 off 10 and it is left to Zia to bowl the last over but we just can’t get the final point. Their wicket keeper is not out at the end so we don’t begrudge him costing us a point as he has a bit of explaining to do when he gets home.   
We move back up to halfway in the table and next week we are off to Bournemouth to play Parley.
