HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date:        Saturday 3rd July 2010

Match:     Basingstoke & Hants lll v Highfield 

Result:     Basingstoke 214/7 (8pts) lost to Highfield 215/4 (22pts) by 7 wkts

Having driven for what seemed like hours to reach the ground several more junior members of the club experienced the elation of seeing a lush, rich outfield and a top notch wicket.  This hope was. However, immediately dashed as we realised we were playing on the 2nd pitch behind.  The wicket was still very good, even if it was at a 45 degree angle, but the outfield hadn’t seen water since 1942.  Given the baking hot conditions and rock hard outfield the start of the match was inevitable, Brent, our resident tosser, lost it again and we were asked to field.

The opening overs from Gere and Foddy were excellent, they bowled a tight line and length and were ably supported by their fielders who were saving almost everything.  After Gere had bowled 6 tight overs in which he was unlucky not to have bagged a couple of wickets he was replaced by Ishy who continued to bowl an excellent line and length.  Despite Brent’s best intentions, Foddy refused to be taken off and bowled his full allotment finishing with figures of 10/4/0/37.  They would have been better had he held the catch off his own bowling.  Foddy was replaced by Tim ‘the metronome’ Goodhall.  Tim was unlucky not to pick up a wicket with a wide half tracker as Greg put down a chance and showing everyone a fine example of how a 60 year old might field..  Tim cleverly realised, however, that bowling bad balls was the way forward and soon claimed his victim with a gorgeous full toss which was snagged by Brent.
Ishy and Tim were replaced by Matt Ashe and Chris ‘the hero’ Eades.  Matt continued with his cunning plan of ensuring he bowled at least 10 overs worth of balls even if it was only 3 legal overs.  Chris was desperately unlucky not to get any wickets having produced an inspired (that should read insipid) spell of bowling.  The innings finished relatively poorly as Basingstoke pushed hard for runs and several balls were fumbled in the field.  Perhaps most surprisingly, Gere who had claimed the wicket of their most dangerous batsmen,  cost the team a combined total of £642,139 in lost bets when he dropped a catch on the boundary.  It was an excellent all round effort from the team to keep Basingstoke to 214, though a shame they were able to accelerate at the end, having taken 30 overs to get to 100.

Phil and Ishy opened up and after striking a couple of lovely boundaries, Phil very nobly played no recognised cricket shot to a full and strait delivery and was bowled middle stump.  That was the only wicket to fall for a while as Ishy played some very classy cricket plundering several boundaries and ably supported by Greg.  Indeed, it appeared Greg was set for a big score until he decided he missed Matt Ashe too much and gave square leg some catching practice.  Francis ‘the hangover’ Batt came in at 4 and continued his fine run of form plundering many boundaries, especially driving strait.  Francis’s demise can be blamed squarely on Foddy’s shoulders as he boldly pronounces “we haven’t had a batting collapse today”, the ball before Francis gave catching practice to square leg.  It was left to Chris ‘the hero’ and Ishy to see out the rest of the game.  Ishy needed 10 for his hundred and only 9 were left, a point Chris thought it was good to tell Ishy.  Ishy then, in a moment of blind panic and such heady heights, gave his wicket away.  After a couple of huge swipes from Matt Ashe, Chris majestically stroked the winning runs with several overs to spare.
Next week away to East Woodhay

