HAMPSHIRE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:       Saturday 15th May 2010-05-20

Match:    Highfield 2s v Bransgore 2s

Result:    Bransgore 201/6 (24 pts) bt Highfield 146ao (7pts) by 55 runs

After last weeks fine effort away in the forest we are brought back down to earth with a hefty defeat at our new Hardmoor home.

We are not helped by the lack of batsman in our side and our top 3 from week 1 are all missing. Martin is injured, Ben is in Guernsey and Brent is whisked away to the first team to help them avoid losing the first two games for the only time in our 19 years in the league. The trio are replaced by Adam, Leben and Malcolm.
Tim wins the toss and with the cards he’s been dealt opts to bowl. This plan goes awry very quickly however as Bransgore race to 33 off the first 5 overs. After a 10 wicket win the week before, the batsmen are ultra confident. Neil is flicked over mid wicket for 6 in his second over while Ben struggles with wides and four balls. Ben, 21 off 3 and Neil 11 off 2 are both removed from the attack and spend the rest of the afternoon in the long grass. Avi and Zia bring a bit of pace to the attack and soon have a maiden each to their names. Worryingly they too are having  problems with wides, mainly due to the excessive swing. Avi bowls a 10 ball over and Zia follows it up with a 9. This aside though they give the batsmen very little to hit and this leads to our first wicket. Driver, who has dealt exclusively in boundaries tries to run a quick single and is left floundering as the stumps are thrown down. This slows the scoring rate down which is no mean effort as the track looks a peach. Avi comes off after conceding just 11 in 5 overs, 8 of which are wides! Zia also comes off and is replaced by Leben. As is the order of the day Srini starts with a wide but he and Leben keep things pretty tight but further breakthroughs are not forthcoming. Drinks are reached with the score at 96/1, but with wickets in hand a score of 250 plus is on the cards. The scoring rate barely changes though, every time they get a good over the bowler follows it up with a tight one. We do get one chance when Zia spills a catch off Leben but a couple of overs later we get the opener Taylor for 56 when Zia takes a catch off Srini, the pair have added 85 runs. Srini then comes off to allow Avi to come back and he strikes in his first over, clean bowling the new batsman for 2. Leben finishes an excellent 10 over spell for 43, and very unlucky not to get a wicket. He’s only bowled 2 wides as well, which is outstanding today! Zia comes back and also strikes in his first over with Adam taking a fine catch to dismiss Butcher for 44. With new batsman at the crease and the fielders helping to keep things tight we manage to prise out a couple more wickets. Adam gets another catch off Zia and Avi induces a catch behind to Jessi. From 125/1 Bransgore are now 165/6 with 5 overs remaining. The new bat comes out swinging and spoils Zias figures with 14 in one over to give him 2/52 off 7. Avi bowls out his 10 with a superb 2/34 and Srini comes back to finish his 10 with an equally impressive 1/34. Bransgore limp past 200 in the final over and we’ve done pretty well to pull it back. As far as extras go though it was back to the bad old days of 2008. Twenty nine wides is miles too many and even the lenient Uday has no choice but to spread his arms more than usual.
Without last weeks top three it is Malcolm and Srini who volunteer for opening duty and for 9 overs make a good fist of it. Malc then goes for a big shot, doesn’t get hold of it and is caught for 7. 23/1 becomes 24/2 when new number 3 Adam is tamely caught without scoring and Avi has to come in a lot earlier than we would like. He hits two early fours but then picks out the solitary fielder in the deep and we are in big trouble at 34/3. Srini and Sasi add 21 but when trying to leave the ball Sasi deflects the ball back on to his stumps for 9 and we are 55/4. With all the wickets falling around him Srini too tries to go big and is caught for 29 with no addition to the total. It is soon 57/6 when Jessi is bowled for 12 and looking like a complete rout. We scrape to drinks at 65/6 with just bonus points to play for and wasting the opportunity to bat on a decent wicket, we used to get more runs than this at Riverside! After the short break Zia and Leben knuckle down to some rebuilding. The running between the wickets is excellent and both men put away the bad ball to the boundary. Zia is particularly severe on Driver and lifts him over the ropes for 6. The pair put on 31 runs when Leben goes back to one that dies a bit and he looks very LBW for 12. Enter the skipper Tim with a purposeful stride and another partnership starts to form. We pass 100 but once again as everyone starts to relax we lose another wicket. After hitting an excellent 28 Zia is furious to give a catch but will score more than a few runs if he can bat like this every week. Ben is in next and is soon hitting a boundary which prompts their captain to bring back his opener. Fox has bowled a miserly 1/18 off his first 6 but is in for something of a shock. Tim smashes his first ball for 4, runs a two, has a rest, runs another 2 then creams the last two balls of the over for 4. A maiden follows before the pair resume battle. A couple of singles are added then Tim finds the boundary again. A cunning piece of bowling follows though as Tim is deceived and the clatter of timber ensues. Tim has joined Srini on 29 to equal top score but we are 146/9. Neil plays out the last ball of the over and can only stand and watch as Ben lofts the ball back over the bowlers head and is caught for 7. There are almost 10 overs unused and we are 55 runs adrift. Couple this with the wide count and it could have been a lot closer. The firsts lose as well to create some unwanted history but it’s still very early in the season. 
