HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:       Saturday 31st July 2010 

Match:    Brockenhurst II v Highfield II

Result:    Highfield 358/6 (22pts) beat Brockenhurst 143/7 (7pts) by 215 runs
A bumper run feast in the New Forest makes it seven wins on the bounce for the Buffalos and keeps them on the edge of the promotion race. Phil Colmers maiden Saturday hundred set up the win which was watched by a decent attendance which swelled to 38 at one point.
Gordon (up to the firsts after last weeks ton), Zia unavailable and Captain Tim (off to Spain) were replaced by Tart, Neil and Srini.

The picturesque setting in front of the Balmer Lawn had seen some overnight and morning rain but it barely seemed to have touched the pitch. The outfield remained brown and bumpy. Brockenhurst had suffered a 300 run mauling at the hands of the league leaders, Totton last week so Ben had no hesitation on deciding to bat after winning the toss.

Phil and Malc open the batting for Highfield, chalk and cheese open the bowling for Brockenhurst. At one end we have a young Tyro bowling as fast as he can and at the other a slow bowler carrying enough spare timber to prevent him stopping the ball with anything either than his feet. Phil has seen it all before of course and treated both equally, hitting early boundaries off both of them to go with a smattering of extras. Phil chances his arm though and is soon giving chances, the first being a caught and bowled off the spinner. Malc eventually gets going with a carved four off the quickie and Phil then gives a second chance, a savage pull shot which hits the hands of the fielder on the leg side of the square almost before he has time to react. Tart reckons he has saved 3 runs rather than spilt a chance, such is the ferocity of the shot. If the bowler felt aggrieved it didn’t last long as he too dropped Phil shortly afterwards. The fifty came up in the 10th over and shortly afterwards Malc (11) hits the ball in the air for the first time and is caught! Tart comes in and is soon giving Phil the strike as much as possible. His fifty comes up with a lovely lofted drive over long on for 6 and shortly after is dropped for the fourth time. A rapid 59 is added in 8 overs when Tart becomes the second victim, falling to the slow bowler in his last over when he is superbly caught for 24. The next over goes for 11 and we take drinks, handily placed at 131-2. With Avi joining Phil at the crease things were about to get very nasty for Brockenhurst. Lucas replaces Elford (1/45 off 10) and the assault starts with 13 off his first over. Avi then tucks into Edwards as 10 come off the next. The next (and last) over from Lucas is pure carnage as Phil hits 5 fours and a six to reach his first Saturday ton for Highfield. At the start of Lucas’s first over Phil was on 81, at the end of his second he was on 120. The skipper brings himself on as replacement and is immediately hit for three fours by Avi. For 9 overs it is pure mayhem as 114 are added, mainly in boundaries. Somewhere along the way Phil is dropped for the fifth time before Brockenhurst  make it 6th time lucky. Phil goes for a pull and skies it straight above the keepers head who makes no mistake. Phil has made an entertaining 139, which is his highest score, his first ton since Clumber Park in 1999 and the 3rd highest league score ever for the club, just short of Steve Gibsons 145 and Ishy’s 140. We need to verify Eddy McKennas date of birth to ascertain that he is also the oldest player to pass three figures! Tim Allcock comes to the crease and Brockenhurst  bring the field in but as soon as Tim gives Avi the strike the boundaries start again. When Avi reaches 42, he passes the long time record held by Eddy McKenna, (him again) of most league runs in a season, with 598. A couple of big sixes bring up yet another 50, in eleven innings this season he has passed 50 seven times. Avi eventually goes to the well once too often and is caught for 61 but we are still 256/4 with 10 overs left. If Brockenhurst thought the carnage was over they were sadly mistaken as Jessi came out swinging from the hip being particularly savage on Saunders who at least picks up Tim’s wicket for 9 to ease the pain. Tim has only been at the crease for 6 overs but helped add 53! The next partnership between Jessi and Adam is the icing on the cake as the score reaches record proportions. The previous best of 319-5 is blown away in the 40th over which goes for 22. Despite over 340 runs being scored there is still time for Adam to play the shot of the day, a sweetly timed cover drive which dissects three fielders. Jessi brings up his maiden 50 in the penultimate over, a lovely innings full of timing and brutality. Adam falls for 16 in the last over leaving Srini with just 3 balls to face. He hits them all for four to leave Saunders with 3/93 off 9 overs as we end on 358/6 and not a maiden in sight.
Faced with such a huge total we expect Brockenhurst to aim for 200 and try for some bonus points to aid their relegation fight but this proves not to be the case.

We get an early breakthrough when Saunders tries to hit Srini but the ball loops into the air into the safe hands of Jessi. The inconsistent bounce means Laban and Srini beat the bat often and this soon accounts for the next man who edges to Avi in the slips to give Srini a second wicket. This signals the shutters to come down and just 20 come off the next 10 overs without a chance in sight. It takes almost until drinks for the next breakthrough when the batsman plays on to Avi. A crazy run out follows immediately after as Ben chases the ball down and throws the ball to Avi with both men at the other end. We then get a chance to catch the new man but as Tart tries to run round the batsmen he is blatantly obstructed by a leading elbow. There is then great delight as Avi shatters his stumps. Neil goes for a few fours with an attacking field but finally gets his reward when the opener rushes him and is stumped by Tart for 34. Brockenhurst are 78/6 after 24 overs but there will be no more points for us today. Ben rings the changes with the bowling but the Obdurate left handed Elford is booked in for the duration. His partner has a swing at Ben though who drops an absolute sitter off his own bowling. Having seen the two worst drops in the history of the club (Phil and Steve) Neil and Phil are handily placed to judge the merits of this latest attempt. Before they can decide however, Ben does it again to render any argument useless. However even before the laughter has subsided, Ben clean bowls his nemesis to give us a bit more hope. The last ten overs are like watching paint dry though as both batsmen block ball after ball. Tart tries to shame the batsmen into playing some shots but they are not interested and stutter to 143/7 and a step nearer relegation. L.Giles 6-0-20-0. S.Harikrishnan 9-3-11-2 N.Campone 7-2-29-1 A.Upadhyay 10-3-17-2 A.Tahir 4-1-19-0 B.Schwarz 6-0-25-1.

Despite winning 7 on the trot we have barely moved up the league but are only 11 points off promotion with 4 games to play.

Next week, top of the league, Totton & Eling 
