HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date;       Saturday 8th May 2010-05-09

Match;    Burley II v Highfield II

Result:    Highfield 237/7 (24pts) bt Burley 218ao (10pts) by 19 runs

Another fantastic performance from the Buffalos player of the season has seen the side to victory at the start of their fourth campaign. Not content with a blistering 73, Avi took the bar of soap and decimated the Burley batting after the opposition looked set for a superb run chase.
In all it’s the 19th season of Saturday cricket for Highfield and a quick check on who’s left from that first ever game against Hursley. Gerald Scott is still in the firsts and Ian Kenworthy is umpiring. Neil Campone is in the twos. Malcolm Terry is having a week off and James Newell would be playing if he hadn’t gone skiing and broken his leg.

For the first time since 1996, neither Steve nor Neil is captaining a side. Last time this happened John Major was prime minister, today we haven’t a clue who is running the country. Thank goodness for cricket then.   

From the last day win against Fawley we are missing Malc, Jon, Tim A and Uday. These will be back but it is a sad farewell to the much loved trio of Swaroop, Prasana and Johnson. Much happiness they brought us and it was a pleasure to know them. Back come Brent, Martin, Sasi, Srini, and Zia. Ben Wythe makes his debut and after an unholy absence Tim Proud is back as skipper.
There’s no getting away from it this was the most miserable weather I have ever completed a game in. The light was never good from start to finish and we probably played almost half the game in drizzle. So it was a complete surprise that we ended up playing in a most memorable cricket match.

On arrival the square was still fenced off and only 1 of the opposition was present. A persistent shower then delayed the start but we eventually got going at 2.22. After losing the toss it was no surprise that Tim was asked to bat and he sent Ben W and Brent out to get the season underway.
Both the opening bowlers were steady and runs came at a trickle at first. Brent burst into life though hitting two fours off the 5th over and another in the 6th. Just when he looked to be taking control he looked to clip a leg side ball and was adjudged LBW for 11. Martin came in next and after being almost run out by half a length of the pitch laced a half volley straight back to the bowler who took a remarkable one handed catch. With the score at 25/2 off 10 overs it must have been a temptation to keep one or both bowlers on but both were changed and so was the game. With Avi coming in to face the change bowling the scoring rate was about to rocket. The first ball was 5 wides and then Avi creamed a bad ball for 4. The number 4 bowler also saw two warm up balls disappear to the boundary off Avi’s bat. Ben, looking safe as houses just worked the ball around and gave Avi the strike whenever possible. The rain was never far away and made it a nightmare for the bowlers who not only had to run uphill on to a plateau to bowl but then somehow had to control a ball with no grip. This resulted in a large number of full tosses which inevitably sailed to the boundary. At the halfway stage we were 90/2 but no drinks were available as the Orange squash had been stolen in a break in. Avi then passed 50 which contained 11 fours and 6 singles and the 100 partnership came soon after. Burley then made a long awaited breakthrough when Ben got an awful ball, tried to smash the cover off it and hit the ball onto his own stumps. A great knock from the debutant though, scoring 41 in a partnership of 115 and a perfect foil for Avi. Sasi came in but was soon waving goodbye to Avi who was unlucky to be given out caught off his pads for a destructive 73. With just 10 overs to go and wickets in hand it was time for a few shots and Sasi duly obliged. Together with Srini 22 were added in 3 overs before Srini was caught for 7. Jessi came in and carried on where he left off against Fawley and the running between the wickets was a delight to watch. The opener Gaffney returned and took a real pummelling as Sasi cleared the ropes for the days first maximum. 55 runs were added in just 5 overs as we sailed past 200 for maximum batting points. After the great partnership both batsmen fell in quick succession, Sasi for 45 and Jessi 17. Zia kept the runs flowing at the end with a lovely straight six and finished unbeaten on 11 and the skipper was not out 1. Our total of 237/7 looked very handy and the Burley heads were down at teatime.

With the light getting even worse and rain still falling it was imperative we got 20 overs completed as soon as possible. The constant drizzle though was making bowling very hard work. After restricting Burley to just 36 off the first 10 the batsmen started to play with a bit more freedom. Ben came off with an excellent 0/21 in 6 but Neil bowled straight through. Despite beating the bat frequently and balls flying between fielders we just couldn’t make the breakthrough. Srini came on for Ben and bowled really well but every time we bowled a bad ball it got hit for four. Neil took some tap in his last few overs and finished with 0/58 off 10. With 20 overs completed there would be a result and at 102/0 Burley were fancying their chances. Avi came on for Neil and struggled with run up and ball, when his second over went for 10, things were looking bleak. His third over was the game changer though when dismissing both openers with successive deliveries.
By far the more aerial of the two, Divneys luck finally ran out when Zia did well to hold on to the wet ball and he was out for 68. The batsmen crossed and very next ball the off stump was clattered. Srini came off after 7 overs for 33 and was replaced by Zia. With just 6 runs an over needed Burley were well on top and 30 more runs came off the next 5 overs including 18 off one Zia over where four fours all squirted off the bat in a variety of different directions. We then made a double breakthrough when the batsmen went for a needless quick single. Sugden slipped in the mud, fell over and was run out by half the length of the pitch. Avi then claimed another clean bowled but the new batsmen kept coming in and still hitting boundaries. Once again they got carried away though going for a crazy single, the ball was arrowed into Jessi who turned and threw the stumps down. After conceding 29 off his first 3 overs Zia was becoming more and more miserly and the pressure told with Avi bowling the dangerous Dodds for 18. Finally the rate started to climb above 6 an over with the fielding really picking up. Brent was marshalling the infield and Sasi was cutting off everything on the short boundary. Car headlights shone brightly on the boundary as the clock ticked past 8.30. Zia got the rewards he deserved with a clean bowled and Avi made history when bowling two more in his last over to become only the fifth Highfield player to score a fifty and take 5 wickets in the same game. The victorious skipper came on to bowl the last over and must have been a nightmare to face with his extra height and a bank of trees behind him. With the penultimate ball of the game, Tim bowled the last man to give us maximum points and a superb opening day victory. Zia finished with 1/51 off 8 and Avi an amazing 6/44.
