HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST

Date:        Saturday 22nd May 2010  

Match:     Calmore 3rds v Highfield 2s

Result:     Calmore 180/7 (24pts) bt Highfield 179/8 (9pts) by 3 wkts

Despite a heroic effort from Flu victim Avi it is a second straight defeat for the Buffalos. All week we had been promised 3 first team players but it was no surprise come Saturday morning that none of them would be playing and once again both teams end up losing.

On the hottest day of the year Calmore won the toss, and after 2 games where they failed to defend a total decided to stick us in. From last week we are missing Malcolm, Neil and Tim P. In come Tim A, Ben W and debutant Craig Thomas. Neil takes the book, Tim umpires and Ben Schwarz is captain for the second time.
After 5 overs our innings is in tatters, Ben and Tim have fallen without scoring and new boy Craig has made just 1 to leave us 5/3. On a ropey wicket the Calmore openers are having a field day and Srini and Avi have to dig in and weather the storm. Avi scores just 1 from his first 16 balls in an impressive show of defiance and Srini is equally defiant. Gradually the runs start to come and the opener Gailbraith comes off with 1/21 off 7. Provins at the other end is virtually untouchable, only going for 4 runs in his first 7 overs. The change bowling brings a bit of respite with both batsmen finding the ropes. Srini then takes 10 off a Provins over but the bowler gets his revenge with Srini being caught 2 overs later. Srini has made a useful 22 and we are 42/4. Sasi comes in and is soon into his stride hitting a couple of lovely fours as Provins ends his 10 over spell with excellent figures of 3/18. Sasi goes soon after, connecting with a lovely lofted drive that goes straight to a fielder and is out for 13. Avi is virtually becalmed but somehow battling through. Jessi comes in and scores a quick 10 but is given out LBW off an inside edge. We are 80/6 off 27 overs and Avi suddenly finds another wind. Running is virtually out of the question so it’s stand and deliver time. Adam sticks around for a bit but after helping Avi put on 25 he falls in similar fashion to Sasi for just 1. With 7 down for just 105 Calmore bring back the opener Gailbraith who is welcomed to the crease by Avi, who  smashes a huge 6. The move pays off though as Zia falls for 4 and we are in big trouble at 118/8 with just 6 overs left. The next 6 overs are a delight to watch though. Leben proves to be Avi’s most reliable partner, mixing boundary shots with clever running to give Avi the strike. Sixty one runs come off the last 6 overs to give us a chance at 179/8. Leben is unbeaten on 22 and Avi a superb not out 87.
The start of the Calmore innings is in stark contrast to ours with old hand Gardner crashing anything loose from the start. It took us 15 overs to get 35 but Calmore are there inside 6. Ben is hit out of the attack with 22 coming off 3 and his replacement Srini fares little better. Leben though sticks at it and is rewarded with the wicket of Gailbraith, caught and bowled for 13. Thirty runs come off the next five overs before Gardner sells his young partner short and a direct hit from Adam gives us a second wicket. Gardner brings up his 50 with an assault on Srini who is summarily removed from the attack after going for 38 off 4. Zia comes on and concedes just 1 in his first 3 overs but we have a problem at the other end where Avi looks completely wiped out and is forced off after just 3 overs. The new batsman starts to tuck into Zia so we try a sixth bowler in Adam who strikes in his first over. Looking well set for a deserved century Gardner tries to get Adam away but finds the willing hands of Tim Allcock. Calmore are 123/3 and it isn’t even drinks. The new batsman blocks Adams first ball then hits a six and four off the next two balls! Leben comes on for Adam and bowls an excellent over apart from the one ball that gets hit for 6. Calmore are trying to hit everything and this leads to wickets in consecutive overs. Adam gets revenge by bowling Perris for 10 and Leben gets the new man Dempster who is caught at long off by Avi. Calmore are 140/5, needing only 40 off 17 overs. The batsmen continue to play the same way though which at least gives us a chance of wickets. Leben completes his 10 overs taking 2/43 and is replaced by Zia while Avi comes on for Adam ( 2/31 off 4). Zia tries to some slow stuff and bowls the dangerous Rose for 48 and next over Avi clean bowls the new man for 1. We have done pretty well in the end to take 7 wickets but we are 20 or 30 short. Calmore hit the winning runs with over 10 overs left. Zia has 1/18 off 5.4 and Avi 1/24 off 5. Avi’s illness has done us no favours but we can’t rely on him every week.
