HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE COUNTY 3
Date:        Saturday 10th July 2010

Match:     East Woodhay  v Highfield 

Result:     Highfield 131/10 (6pts) lost to East Woodhay 132/8 (20pts) by 2 wkts

The match began with another terrifying drive with team members ending up in roughly 5 different locations, none of them where we were supposed to be.  After a slightly disorganised start, the rotation policy of captaincy continued and Steve was given an opportunity.  It was another baking hot day and Steve foolishly ignored the advice of all his team mates to field first again, choosing to bat having won the toss.

Several of the team commented that they thought this was the best batting line up the side had produced this season, how important it turned out to be.  The 1st over summarised the innings as a whole; a quick(ish) bowler opened up (with a very suspect haircut) and castled Ishy early on.  Brent was joined by Tarty who promptly returned to the pavilion having also been bowled.  In came the man in form, Francis ‘the hangover’ Batt.  Francis played two superb shots before nicking to 1st slip.  This brought Greg to the crease, a man who had had a total of 42 minutes sleep in the previous week.  Greg promptly returned.  This brought Chris to the wicket, the mere sight of this sent Brent into a wild frenzy and after 2 or 3 excellent shots he missed a full toss and was out LBW.  Chris was joined by Steve and after roughly 20 balls Chris ‘the Zero’ Eades was also out, caught behind.  Phil strode to the crease determined to prove Steve wrong for dropping him to number 8.  Phil lasted three balls, a single, a trademark cover drive from a half volley and a trademark swish to be bowled the next ball leaving the opener with a 5fer.  This left a rescue mission on the cards but unfortunately  Gere was not the man for the job skying a full toss.  This left Highfield in the unfortunate position of 47-8 and relying on Foddy.  There can be no winner in this situation.
Fortunately, Foddy realised that he would get more satisfaction from scoring a few runs than winding up Tarty after the two shared a memorable ride to the ground.  Foddy and Steve batted exceptionally well putting on 80 runs together before Foddy undid all his good work and was bowled by a horrible swish.  Steve was joined by Tim, made his 50 by being dropped and then got out.

The whole team sat down to analyse the reason for such a spectacular failure and settled on two reasons; number 1, Foddy.  Number 2, the mint green sightscreens and the apparent colourblind status of the entire team.  What followed next was truly remarkable.

There was an outstanding tea; an excellent array of sandwiches and cakes complimented by tea served to us from a watering can.  Almost all agreed it was one of the best teas of the season.

Steve gave the side a motivational team talk, one so good it nearly forced a smile from Tarty.  Gere took the 1st over and with the 1st ball of the innings knocked back the top of off stump.  Another wicket followed in the over leaving xxxxx reeling at 3-2.  Ishy opened from the other end but was less successful.  Ishy’s spell was followed by an appalling spell from Foddy who was far more concerned about his own figures than taking wickets to help the team.  Foddy bowled his spell through claiming 1-10 of 10, the first 5 of which were maidens.   Whilst Foddy bowled this mammoth spell there were several changes from the other end with Ishy, Chris ‘the Zero’ Eades, Gere and Tim ‘the Metronome’ all tried with varying success.  Each picked up a further wicket but at varying economy rates.
There was potentially a very tense finish in store but Greg narrowly failed to hold on to a tough, one handed diving catch.  After that Highfield were unable to create another chance and East Woodhay won as Tim bowled the 1st poor ball of his spell to go for 4 byes.

Next week home to Steep

