HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE REGIONAL DIVISION 3 SOUTH WEST
Date:        Saturday 24th July 2010 

Match:     Highfield 2s v Exbury

Result:     Highfield 283/7 (24pts) beat Exbury 123ao (6pts) by 160 runs

It’s 6 of the best now for the Buffs who for the second week in succession have destroyed one of the promotion hopefuls. What makes it even more remarkable is the fact that 7 changes had to be made to the team that saw off Paultons. Mo, Srini and Martin are unavailable and the firsts pinch Matt, James,Brent and Tarty. They do give us Phil in return so at least we get a keeper and he is joined by Malcolm, Zia, Adam, Leben, Tim A and Tim P.

Tim wins the toss and we elect to bat on another sunny Saturday afternoon. As usual Exbury open up with Gary Dyer who has already put away a couple of teams this season. From the off he is hard to score against and reels off a couple of maidens. Malc gets a pair of twos against Livermore but that’s his lot as Dyer has him caught behind in his next over. Gordon comes in and strokes a two off Dyer to get him going. The match takes a dramatic twist in the next over though. Phil hits the first ball for four before Livermore collapses delivering the second as his leg gives way. After a short break he hobbles to the slips where he spends the rest of the afternoon. Tipper comes on to complete the over and Phil smears his first 3 balls for four. Gordon then gets a four of Dyer and batting looks comfortable. Phil gets a bit carried away then with Tipper and has his furniture rearranged for 22. Avi comes to the crease a little earlier than planned but has to take a back seat as Gordon hits the fours of Tipper. Unlike the treatment he got from Phil this is a bit more subtle as Gordon plays some lovely late cuts which outpace the fielders to the line. Tipper and Dyer are both replaced at the same time, Tipper has 1/29 off 4, Dyer 1/14 off 7. The change bowling is none too threatening after Dyer and the run rate starts to increase with Gordon playing the major role. Five of the first eleven overs were maidens but we won’t be seeing any more. We get the odd tight over, Miller concedes just two off his first but then bowls 2 full tosses to Avi and he smears them to the boundary and the bowler is replaced. We reach drinks at 97/2 and soon after Gordon brings up his fifty with a pair of fours off O’Connor who is then also removed from the attack. G.Livermore comes on at the far end and after the batsmen get used to his strange action (Okay, it was a bit suspect) start hitting fours off him as well. Philpott has two overs of flighted filth and disappears for 25 and the Exbury skipper brings back Tipper. His second spell is even more costly than his first. The 100 partnership comes up closely followed by yet another 50 for Avi. Gordon is now seeing it like a football as runs start to flow at 10 an over and it is some surprise that Dyer is left to graze in the outfield. The 150 partnership comes up in the 32nd over as Tipper and Livermore take a pounding. Gordon deservedly brings up his first Highfield ton which has been a delight to watch with shots all round the wicket. With just 6 overs left we are 236/2 and Dyer finally reappears. His second ball does for Gordon but the damage has been done. Gordon has 108 and is only the 4th player to pass 100 for the Buffs after Steve Gibson,  Martyn Isherwood and Avi. The partnership of 206 is also a buffs record, eclipsing the 166 by Gibson and Vijay Dhayalan in the ill feted Langley match of 2007. Just 1 run comes off the over and we only get four of the next as well as losing Zia for 4 to Tipper who comes off with 2/80 off 8 overs. Dyer shows just why he should have come back sooner as he castles Avi for a superb 90. During his innings Avi has brought up his 1000 runs for the club in just his 27th innings, second only to Chris Sargent, 22 innings.He has also galloped past 500 league runs for the season and needs just another 42 to beat the alltime club record of 598 set by Eddy McKenna in 1994. Tim Allcock becomes Dyers 3rd victim but Adam survives the hat trick ball and drives superbly to the cover boundary to end the over. Livermore comes on for Tipper at the pavilion end and Jessi smashes him all round the park. Two 2s and three 4s give us a handy 16 off the over. Dyers last over spoils his figures as Adam again hits him to the ropes, gives the strike to Jessi and he hits two more that split the field. 3/33 is still pretty good but should have been on much sooner. Adam and Jessi get another 7 off the last over as Jessi is caught on the boundary off the last ball. The pair have put on 42 in just 4 overs to take us to a mammoth 283/7. Jessi hit 30 and Adam unbeaten on 12.
Leben and Zia open the bowling and both start superbly against the twin threat of Craymer and Philpott. Three of the first four overs are maidens before Craymer finally gets 1 away to the ropes off Leben. Next ball however the ball loops up off his glove and Colmer nips in front of the stumps to catch the ball. There is no great appeal but Craymer sportingly walks off, after all he has scored hundreds of runs against us over the years. Dyer is promoted up the order as he has to go to work but only lasts 3 balls as he tries to drive in Lebens next over but picks out the skipper at mid on who takes a superb catch inches off the ground. We get to see a little of the prolific Philpott with a well timed cut for 6 off Zia but the bowler gets his revenge with a well pitched up ball that swings on to the stumps. 28/3 becomes 29/4 when Zia repeats the ball to dismiss Cornwall for 8 and the game is effectively over. Leben comes off with 2/14 off 7 and Zia bowls out his 10 with 5 maidens and 2/17 to go with his match winning bowling in mid week against OTs. Avi and Ben come on to turn the srcew as just 30 runs come off the next 10 overs. Finally Tipper loses patience and lifts Avi to Leben who takes a simple catch. Miller hits Ben for consecutive fours but then attempts to cut and Tim Allcock leaps into the air and plucks the ball from the sky for an incredible catch. Livermore and Cornwall come out and play a few shots but with the rate at over 10 an over it is a hopeless task. Livermore hits a brisk 18 and then lofts Ben down to long off but the ball goes too high and lands in Avi’s safe hands. Tim comes on for a bowl, replacing Avi 1/26 off 7 and after a rusty first over picks up an LBW with young O’Connor the victim. The last two wickets then fall quickly to Ben, one a caught and bowled and the final nail a catch to Jessi to dismiss top scorer Cornwall for 29. Exbury are a massive 160 runs shy and picking up a paltry 6 points will not help their promotion challenge.
Next week; Away to Brockenhurst

200 Partnerships for Highfield

262  E.McKENNA & D.SLOWGROVE v Compton & Shawford    16.7.94

253  E.McKENNA & M.GINGELL         v Hook & Newnham         29.7.95

217 M.ISHERWOOD & C.HART            v Farley                             8.7.06

216  C.SARGENT & P.COLMER            v Yarcombe & Stockland  8.9.95

206 M.HOWARD & S.TAYLOR             v Calmore                         18.6.95

206 G.NEVE & A.UPADHYAY              v Exbury                            24.7.10

203 R.KARIA & A.SAINIS                       v Academics                     20.5.01

